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POPE FRANCIS: MARY, SOURCE OF HOPE AND TRUE JOY  

Vatican City, 1 January 2014 (VIS) – This Wednesday, Solemnity of Holy Mary Mother of 

God, and Octave of Christmas, the Holy Father presided at the Holy Mass in the Vatican 

Basilica, concelebrated by Cardinal Peter Kodwo Appiah Turkson, president of the Pontifical 

Council “Justice and Peace”; Archbishop Pietro Parolin, secretary of State; Archbishop 

Giovanni Angelo Becciu, substitute secretary of State; and Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, 

secretary for Relations with States. Today is also 47th World Day of Peace, the theme of 

which is “Fraternity, the foundation and pathway to peace”. 

The full text of Pope Francis' homily is published below: 

“In the first reading we find the ancient prayer of blessing which God gave to Moses to hand 

on to Aaron and his sons: 'The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you, and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you 

peace'. There is no more meaningful time than the beginning of a new year to hear these 

words of blessing: they will accompany our journey through the year opening up before us. 

They are words of strength, courage and hope. Not an illusory hope, based on frail human 

promises, or a naive hope which presumes that the future will be better simply because it is 

the future. Rather, it is a hope that has its foundation precisely in God’s blessing, a blessing 

which contains the greatest message of good wishes there can be; and this is the message 

which the Church brings to each of us, filled with the Lord’s loving care and providential 

help. 

“The message of hope contained in this blessing was fully realized in a woman, Mary, who 

was destined to become the Mother of God, and it was fulfilled in her before all creatures. 

The Mother of God. This is the first and most important title of Our Lady. It refers to a 

quality, a role which the faith of the Christian people, in its tender and genuine devotion to 

our heavenly Mother, has understood from the beginning. We recall that great moment in the 

history of the ancient Church, the Council of Ephesus, in which the divine motherhood of the 

Virgin Mary was authoritatively defined. The truth of her divine maternity found an echo in 

Rome where, a little later, the Basilica of Saint Mary Major was built, the first Marian shrine 

in Rome and in the entire West, in which the image of the Mother of God – the Theotokos – 

is venerated under the title of Salus Populi Romani. It is said that the residents of Ephesus 

used to gather at the gates of the basilica where the bishops were meeting and shout, 'Mother 

of God!'. The faithful, by asking them to officially define this title of Our Lady, showed that 

they acknowledged her divine motherhood. Theirs was the spontaneous and sincere reaction 

of children who know their Mother well, for they love her with immense tenderness. But it is 

more: it is the sensus fidei of the holy People of God which, in its unity, never errs. 

“Mary has always been present in the hearts, the piety and above all the pilgrimage of faith of 

the Christian people. 'The Church journeys through time… and on this journey she proceeds 

along the path already trodden by the Virgin Mary'. Our journey of faith is the same as that of 

Mary, and so we feel that she is particularly close to us. As far as faith, the hinge of the 

Christian life, is concerned, the Mother of God shared our condition. She had to take the 

same path as ourselves, a path which is sometimes difficult and obscure. She had to advance 

in the 'pilgrimage of faith'. 

“Our pilgrimage of faith has been inseparably linked to Mary ever since Jesus, dying on the 

Cross, gave her to us as our Mother, saying: 'Behold your Mother!'. These words serve as a 

testament, bequeathing to the world a Mother. From that moment on, the Mother of God also 

became our Mother! When the faith of the disciples was most tested by difficulties and 

uncertainties, Jesus entrusted them to Mary, who was the first to believe, and whose faith 
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would never fail. The 'woman' became our Mother when she lost her divine Son. Her 

sorrowing heart was enlarged to make room for all men and women, all, whether good or 

bad, and she loves them as she loved Jesus. The woman who at the wedding at Cana in 

Galilee gave her faith-filled cooperation so that the wonders of God could be displayed in the 

world, at Calvary kept alive the flame of faith in the resurrection of her Son, and she 

communicates this with maternal affection to each and every person. Mary becomes in this 

way a source of hope and true joy! 

“The Mother of the Redeemer goes before us and continually strengthens us in faith, in our 

vocation and in our mission. By her example of humility and openness to God’s will she 

helps us to transmit our faith in a joyful proclamation of the Gospel to all, without 

reservation. In this way our mission will be fruitful, because it is modelled on the motherhood 

of Mary. To her let us entrust our journey of faith, the desires of our heart, our needs and the 

needs of the whole world, especially of those who hunger and thirst for justice and peace, and 

for God. Let us then together invoke her, and I invite you to invoke her three times, following 

the example of those brothers and sisters of Ephesus: Mother of God! Mother of God! Mother 

of God! Amen”. 

POPE FRANCIS: PEACE REQUIRES THE STRENGTH OF MEEKNESS  

Vatican City, 1 January 2014 (VIS) – Following the celebration of Holy Mass on the 

Solemnity of the Holy Mother of God, and on the 47th World Day of Peace, Pope Francis 

appeared at the window of his study to pray the Angelus with the faithful and pilgrims 

gathered in St. Peter's Square. Before the Marian prayer, the Pontiff made some comments on 

the theme of peace. 

“Following in the footsteps of my predecessors, beginning with Paul VI, I have developed 

this theme in a message, which today I convey to all. It is based on the conviction that we are 

all children of one Heavenly Father, we are part of the same human family, and we share a 

common destiny. Thus we all have the shared responsibility to work to make the world into a 

community of brothers and sisters who respect each other, accept diversity and take care of 

each other. We are also called to be aware of the violence and injustice that exist in many 

parts of the world and to which we should remain indifferent and immobile: the commitment 

of all is necessary to build a more just and caring society. From every corner of the earth, 

today believers raise prayers to the Lord for the gift of peace and the ability to bring it to 

every place." 

“On this, the first day of the year”, added the Holy Father, “may the Lord help us to set out 

more decisively on the path of justice and peace; may the Holy Spirit act in our hearts, 

loosening bonds and warming hardened hearts so that they open up to the tenderness and 

weakness of the Child Jesus. Peace requires the force of meekness, the non-violent strength 

of the truth and of love. 

Similarly, Pope Francis encouraged the faithful to place their hopes with filial trust in the 

hands of Mary. "May she, who extends her maternal love to all mankind, hear the cry for 

peace of those people oppressed by war and violence, so that the courage of dialogue and 

reconciliation might prevail over the temptation for revenge, arrogance and corruption. We 

pray to her that the Gospel of fraternity announced and witnessed by the Church speak to 

every conscience and break down the walls that prevent enemies from recognising each other 

as brothers". 

After the Marian prayer, Pope Francis wished a happy new year, full of peace, to all the 

pilgrims and faithful. He thanked the President of the Italian Republic, Giorgio Napolitano, 

for the words addressed to the him during the president's message to the Italian nation on the 
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night of 31 December, and sent his best wishes to the Italian people so that they "may look to 

the future with confidence and hope". He also thanked the various groups that have arranged 

prayer initiatives dedicated to peace, in particular the national March which began on 31 

December in Campobasso, Italy, organised by the Italian Episcopal Conference, Caritas and 

Pax Christi; the Sant'Egidio Community; and the families of the Movement of Family Love, 

who spent the night praying in St. Peter's Square, and the volunteers of Fraterna Domus. 

Before concluding, he addressed a special greeting to the "Star Singers" (“Sternsinger”), the 

children and young people in Germany and Austria who bring the blessing of Jesus to homes 

and collect donations for children in need. 

MORE THAN SIX MILLION, SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND FAITHFUL WITH 

POPE FRANCIS  

Vatican City, 2 January 2014 (VIS) – The Prefecture of the Papal Household today published 

a communique in which it reported that during 2013, since his election on 13 March, more 

than 6,600,000 faithful participated in the various encounters with Pope Francis: general 

audiences (1,548,500), private audiences (87,400), liturgical celebrations in the Vatican 

Basilica and in St. Peter's Square (2,282,000), Angelus and Regina Coeli (2,706,000). These 

data refer exclusively to activities which took place within the Vatican, and do not include 

other events in which hundreds of thousands of faithful have gathered around the Holy 

Father, such as the apostolic visit to Brazil in July for World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro, 

and visits within Italy, to Lampedusa, Cagliari and Assisi, as well as visits within the diocese 

of Rome. The total number of faithful who have participated in these events is estimated at 

6,623,000. 

The Prefecture of the Papal Household emphasises that these are approximate data calculated 

on the basis of requests to participate in events and invitations issued by the Prefecture. 

Additionally, an estimate has been given for the number of attendees at the Angelus and the 

major celebrations in St. Peter's Square. 

POPE FRANCIS: THE STRENGTH OF THE CHURCH IS CONCEALED IN THE 

DEEP WATERS OF GOD  

Vatican City, 3 January 2014 (VIS) - This morning, Pope Francis celebrated the Mass of the 

Feast of the Most Holy Name of Jesus in the Church of Jesus, to give thanks for the new 

Jesuit saint Pierre Favre. Concelebrating with the Holy Father were Cardinal Angelo Amato, 

prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints; Cardinal Agostino Vallini, vicar general 

of His Holiness for the diocese of Rome; Bishop Luis Francisco Ladaria Ferrer, S.J., 

secretary of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith; Bishop Yves Boivineau of 

Annecy, France, in whose diocese Favre was born, and the vicar general Alain Fournier-

Bidoz; the superior general Fr. Adolfo Nicolas, S.J., and seven young Jesuit priests. 

Canonised by Pope Francis on 17 December, Pierre Favre, was the first companion of St. 

Ignatius of Loyola - for this reason he is known as "the second Jesuit" - and one of the 

founders of the Society of Jesus, of which he was also the first priest. The tombs of St. 

Ignatius and St. Pierre Favre are located in the Church of the Most Holy Name of Jesus in 

Rome. 

Pope Francis dedicated his homily to the new saint, and said that he was a "restless" man of 

"lofty desires" : "it is necessary to search for God to find Him, and to find him in order to 

seek him again, and for ever. Only this restlessness brings peace to the heart of a Jesuit, a 

restlessness that is also apostolic, so that we never tire of proclaiming the kerygma, of 

evangelising with courage. And it is restlessness that prepares us to receive the gift of 

apostolic fruitfulness. Without restlessness, we are sterile" . 
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"And this was the restlessness of Pierre Favre" , continued the Pope, "a man of lofty desires, 

another Daniel. Favre was a 'modest, sensitive man with a profound inner life. He was 

endowed with the gift of making friends with people from every walk of life'. However, his 

was a restless, indecisive spirit, never satisfied. Under the guidance of St. Ignatius he learned 

to unite his restless but gentle - indeed exquisite - sensibility with a capacity to make 

decisions. He was a man of lofty desires; he took charge of his desires, he recognised them. 

Rather, for Favre, it was precisely when faced with difficult tasks that he demonstrated the 

true spirit that sets into action". 

"An authentic faith always implies a deep desire to change the world. And this is the question 

we should pose ourselves: do we too have great visions and zeal? Are we bold too? Do our 

dreams fly high? Are we consumed by zeal? Or are we mediocre and satisfied with our 

theoretical apostolic plans? Let us always remember that the strength of the Church does not 

reside in herself or in her organisational capacity, but is instead concealed in the deep waters 

of God. And these waters agitate our desires, and our desires expand our hearts. It is as St. 

Augustine said: pray to desire and desire to expand your heart. It was precisely in his desires 

that Favre was able to discern the voice of God. Without desires, one cannot go forth, and this 

is why we must offer our desires to the Lord. In the Constitutions it is said that we help our 

neighbours with the wishes presented to the Lord God". 

Favre, affirmed Pope Francis, "had the true and deep desire to open up in God : he was 

completely centred in God, and for this reason he was able to go everywhere in Europe, in a 

spirit of obedience and often on foot, to enter into dialogue with everyone, with gentleness, 

and to proclaim the Gospel. I think of the temptation that perhaps we experience, to which 

many people succumb, to link the proclamation of the Gospel with inquisitionary 

bludgeoning and condemnation. No, the Gospel must be proclaimed with gentleness, in a 

fraternal spirit, with love. His familiarity with God led him to understand that inner 

experience and apostolic life always go together. He writes in his Memorial that the first 

movement of the heart must be that of desiring that which is essential and originary, or rather 

that priority must be reserved for seeking God, our Lord. Favre experienced the desire to let 

the centre of his heart be occupied by Christ. Only when centred in God is it possible to go 

out towards the peripheries of the world! And Favre journeyed without respite even to 

geographical frontiers; indeed, it was said of him that he appeared to have been born never to 

stay still in any one place. Favre was consumed by the intense desire to communicate the 

Lord. If we do not have the same desire, then we need to pause a while in prayer and, with 

silent fervour, ask the Lord, through the intercession of our brother Pierre, that we might 

again experience the fascination of the Lord who led Pierre in his 'apostolic follies'", 

concluded Pope Francis. 

JESUS DOES NOT GIVE UP, DESPITE OUR REJECTION 

Vatican City, 5 January 2014 (VIS) - At midday today, the Holy Father appeared at the 

window of his study to pray the Angelus with the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square.  

"With the birth of Jesus, not only is a new world born, but also a world which can always be 

renewed" , said, the Pope. "God is always present to revive mankind anew, to cleanse the 

world of sin that ages and corrupts. While the history of humanity and the personal history of 

each one of us may be fraught with difficulties and weakness, faith in the Incarnation tells us 

that God is united with humanity and our history. This proximity of God to man, to every 

man, each of us, is a gift that never ends! Behold the glad tidings of Christmas: the divine 

light, which overflowed in the hearts of the Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph, and guided the 

steps of the shepherds and the Magi, shines today for us too". 
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The Holy Father went on to remark that there is an aspect of incarnation of the Son of God 

linked to the human freedom of us all. "The Word of God pitches his tent among us, sinners 

in need of mercy. And we should all hasten to receive the grace that He offers us. However, 

the Gospel of St. John tells us that 'his people did not welcome him'. We too often reject Him: 

we prefer to remain trapped by our mistakes and by the anxiety of our sins. But Jesus does 

not give up and never stops offering Himself and His grace that saves us! This is a message 

of salvation, ancient yet always new. And we are called to bear witness, with joy, to the 

Gospel message of life and light, hope and love". 

POPE FRANCIS TO VISIT THE HOLY LAND FROM 24 TO 26 MAY  

 

Vatican City, 5 January 2014 (VIS) - Following the Sunday Angelus prayer, Pope Francis 

announced to the pilgrims and faithful present that he will visit the Holy Land from 24 to 26 

May this year. 

"If God wills, I will make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, principally to commemorate the 

historic encounter between Pope Paul VI and the Patriarch Athenagoras, which took place on 

5 January fifty years ago. The journey will involve visits to three places: Amman, Bethlehem 

and Jerusalem. In the Holy Sepulchre there will be an ecumenical meeting with all the 

representatives of the Christian Churches of Jerusalem, attended also by Patriarch 

Bartolomew of Constantinople. From now on, I ask for your prayers for this pilgrimage". 

POPE FRANCIS VISITS A LIVING NATIVITY DISPLAY IN ROME  

Vatican City, 6 January 2014 (VIS) - At 4 p.m. the Pope made a private visit to the Roman 

parish of St. Alphonsus Maria Liguori to see the living nativity display organised by the 

faithful of the parish, in which two hundred people participated. The visit was in response to 

an invitation sent by the parish.  

Accompanied by more than three thousand people, the Pope was received by Cardinal 

Agostino Vallini, vicar general of His Holiness for the diocese of Rome, Bishop Guerino Di 

Tora, and the parish priest Fr. Dario Pompeo Criscuoli. 

The Holy Father greeted all those present, demonstrating warmth and closeness to the people. 

He joked with children, held one of the lambs from the Nativity display on his shoulders, and 

tasted the ricotta cheese made by the parishioners 

FIRST GENERAL AUDIENCE OF 2014: BAPTISM IS NOT A FORMALITY  

Vatican City, 8 January 2014 (VIS) – In his first general audience of 2014, Pope Francis 

began a new series of catechesis on the Sacraments, starting with Baptism and recalling that 

by a fortunate coincidence, next Sunday will be the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 

Baptism is the Sacrament “on which our faith is based, and which grafts us to Christ and His 

Church, as living members. Together with the Eucharist and Confirmation it forms the so-

called 'Christian initiation', which constitutes a single, great sacramental event that aligns us 

with the Lord and makes us into a living sign of His presence and His love”. 

However, the Bishop of Rome observed, we might ask, “Is Baptism truly necessary for us to 

live as Christians and to follow Jesus? Is it not fundamentally a simple rite, a formal act of 

the Church, for naming a child?” To answer this, he repeated the words of the apostle Paul: 

“Don’t you know that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his 

death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life'”. 
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“Therefore, it is not a mere formality! A baptised child is not the same as an child who is not 

baptised; a baptised person is not the same as one who has not received baptism. It is an act 

that touches the depth of our existence. We are immersed in that inexhaustible fount of life 

that is the death of Jesus, the greatest act of love of all history; and thanks to this love we are 

able to live a new life, no longer at the mercy of evil, sin and death, but rather in communion 

with God and with our brothers”.  

The Pope again commented that many of us do not know the date when we were baptised 

and, as before, asked, those present in St. Peter's Square to find out the date of their baptism, 

as “it is a happy date”. “Obviously we do not remember the ceremony, especially if we were 

baptised soon after birth, but it is a pity not to recognise the importance of this day, as we 

thereby “risk losing sight of what the Lord has done for us, of the gift we have received. We 

end up considering it merely as an event that took place in the past – and not even by our 

will, but rather by that of our parents – that has no effect on the present”. 

Instead, “we are called to live out our Baptism day after day, as a current fact of our 

existence. If we succeed in following Jesus and remaining in the Church, even with our limits 

and our frailty, it is precisely because of the Sacrament in which we became new creatures 

and were re-clothed in Christ. It is by Baptism, indeed, that we are freed from sin and enter 

into Jesus' relationship with God the Father, that we become bearers of new hope, that 

nothing and nobody may extinguish; the hope of taking the road to salvation; that we are able 

to forgive and love even those who offend us or harm us; and that we are able to recognise in 

the marginalised and the poor the face of the Lord who visits and draws close to us”. 

Another characteristic of Baptism, concluded the Pontiff, is that “no-one can baptise himself; 

we can ask for baptism, wish for it, but we always need someone to confer this Sacrament in 

the name of the Lord. This is because Baptism is a gift that is given in a context of care and 

fraternal sharing. Throughout history, one person baptises another, who baptises another, and 

another … it is a chain. A chain of grace. But I cannot baptise myself; I have to ask another 

person to baptise me. It is an act of brotherhood, an act of affiliation to the Church. In the 

celebration of Baptism we recognise the truest features of the Church, who is like a mother 

who continues to generate new children in Christ, in the fecundity of the Holy Spirit”. 

Following his catechesis and speaking in Italian, the Pope greeted those present, including the 

members of a circus company which will travel to Latin America this year; he encouraged 

them on their travels from city to city to “be messengers of joy and brotherhood in a society 

that greatly needs these qualities”. 

BASIC ECCLESIAL COMMUNITIES: COMMITTED TO TRANSMITTING THE 

GOSPEL  

Vatican City, 8 January 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father has written a letter, dated 17 

December 2013, for the 13th Inter-ecclesial Meeting of the Basic Ecclesial Communities 

(CEB), which will be held from 7 to 11 January in the city of Juazeiro do Norte in the 

Brazilian state of Ceara. The meeting will be dedicated to the theme: “Justice and prophesy in 

the service of life”. 

The Pope conveys to the participants his wish that “the light of the Holy Spirit help you live 

with renewed enthusiasm the commitments of the Gospel of Jesus within Brazilian society”, 

and, recalling the Aparecida document, remarks that the CEB constitute a tool for ensuring 

“greater knowledge of the Word of God, social commitment in the name of the Gospel, the 

appearance of new lay services and education in faith for adults”. 

He goes on to reiterate that the CEB must be characterised by “a new evangelical impulse and 

the capacity to relate to the world for the renewal of the Church”, and that it is therefore 
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necessary “not to lose touch with the rich reality of the local parish, and to integrate the 

organic pastoral of the particular Church”.  

Pope Francis concludes the letter by mentioning that evangelisation is the duty of all the 

Church, of all the People of God: “we must all be pilgrims, in the field and in the city, 

bringing the joy of the Gospel to all men and women. May the words of St. Paul resound in 

our hearts: 'Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!'”. 

THE LEGIONARIES OF CHRIST CELEBRATE THEIR EXTRAORDINARY 

GENERAL CHAPTER AFTER A THREE YEAR PATH OF RENEWAL  

Vatican City, 9 January 2014 (VIS) – Cardinal Velasio De Paolis, C.S., Pontifical Delegate 

for the Congregation of the Legionaries of Christ, yesterday celebrated the Mass for the 

opening of the Extraordinary General Chapter of the Legionaries of Christ. The mass, 

celebrated in the Centre for Higher Studies of the Legion of Christ, was preceded by a 

Novena to the Holy Spirit in which all the Legionaries participated, and a week-long retreat 

for the Chapter fathers. 

Following a path of renewal, which has lasted three and a half years and had a precise 

mandate from the Holy Father Benedict XVI, the Chapter will appoint the new government 

of the congregation, and approve the new constitutions. 

In his homily, Cardinal De Paolis stressed that the revision of the constitutions “cannot 

simply be considered a technical effort, but should be accompanied by a process of 

examination of life, of review and of spiritual renewal for the institute”. Therefore, it cannot 

be regarded simply as a “code of laws”, that unites them “only in discipline”, but rather as 

“an expression of a common vocation, a common ideal, a common mission, a common path 

to healing”. 

Referring to the appointment of the new government of the institution, the Cardinal repeated 

that its primary duty “is to preserve and promote the Institute’s charism; the charism is only 

guaranteed when authority is exercised as service, in the spirit of the Gospel and in fidelity to 

the norms of the Church. It is a point which should always be given special attention, 

especially for you, who have a history of suffering in this regard. It is important not to forget 

that. And this has been a topic about which the new constitutional text has been careful and 

vigilant”. 

The cardinal, recalling the path of preparation culminating in the General Chapter, urged the 

Legion to preserve “hope in the Lord who has preserved your vocation; hope in the Legion, 

which, thanks to you, presents itself to this chapter with new strength and new horizons; and 

hope in the Church, which has accompanied you, particularly through Pope Benedict XVI – 

who, in the most tragic moment in your history, has had confidence in you and has believed 

in your capacity for renewal and faithfulness to the Lord – and in the current Supreme Pontiff 

Pope Francis – who wanted to be present at this important moment in your history”. 

“You have suffered much, both internally and externally”, concluded Cardinal De Paolis. 

“You have suffered the shame of being accused, viewed with suspicion and of being exposed 

to public opinion, even within the Church. You have been able to accept this suffering out of 

love for your vocation, and out of love for the Church and for the Legion. Suffering has 

purified you, matured you and made you experience God’s grace and love, who has called 

you to share in the mystery of redemption through the cross and through sorrow. You have 

participated in the pain of those who have suffered because of some members of the Legion. 

You have chosen the only way the Gospel knows for the redemption of evil: not escape, not 

rejection, not the condemnation of others, but participation, solidarity, and love that enters 

into sin and sorrow so as to redeem them from the inside”. 
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POPE FRANCIS TO THE PAPAL GENTLEMEN: BEAR WITNESS TO 

EVANGELICAL COHERENCE, UMBLEMISHED BY WORLDLINESS  

Vatican City, 10 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Sala Clementina the Pope 

received in audience the Gentlemen of His Holiness, the corps created by Pope Paul VI in 

1968. They are laymen who are recompensed for their work for the Church and receive this 

honorific duty on a discretionary basis. They form part of the lay papal household, like the 

Commandant of the Swiss Guard. They were previously known as the Papal Chamberlains of 

the Sword and Cape, a role that was either by secret participation or hereditary. Their main 

current role is to receive heads of Government or State upon arrival in the Vatican and to 

accompany them to their meeting with the Pontiff. 

“The various Authorities and other personalities who visit the See of Peter experience their 

first contact with this House and receive their first impressions through you, dear 

Gentlemen”, remarked the Pope. “As your name indicates, the gifts of politeness and 

cordiality are therefore necessary to put these people at ease. These human qualities find their 

most authentic root in a life inspired by faith, which bears witness to evangelical coherence 

unmarred by worldly attitudes”. 

Pope Francis commented that the time of the Nativity is now nearing its end, and he 

encouraged the Gentlemen and their families to ensure that “this inner light is not dispersed, 

so we may bring to our daily, family and professional lives the joy of faith, which is 

expressed in charity, benevolence and tenderness”. 

“I bless you all and wish you a serene and fruitful year. Let us pray for each other”, he 

concluded. 

THE POPE TO PAPAL USHERS: YOUR WORK IS A “CALLING CARD” FOR 

THOSE WHO ENCOUNTER PETER'S SUCCESSOR  

Vatican City, 10 January 2014 (VIS) – The “Sediari Pontifici”, or Papal Ushers, following 

the Collegial tradition, the most ancient in the Vatican, in existence since the fourteenth 

century – were received in audience by the Pope in the Consistory Hall this morning. 

The chair-bearers or ushers had the honour of carrying the Pope on an elevated chair during 

liturgical celebrations. They currently serve in the pontifical apartment, welcoming the Pope's 

visitors, and are present at the general audiences in St. Peter's Square and on all occasions 

when the Pope meets the faithful. 

In his address, Pope Francis recalled that we are currently in the liturgical time of the 

Nativity, and emphasised that the mystery of the birth of Jesus “calls us to bear witness in our 

lives to the humility, simplicity and spirit of service that He has taught us”. “In your daily 

work too, you have the opportunity to emulate these characteristics of the Son of God, Who 

'did not come to be served, but to serve'. Experienced with this interior attitude, work can be 

transformed into apostolate, a valuable opportunity for communicating the joy of being 

Christians to all you encounter”. 

The Pope emphasised that during these months he has become aware of the ideals that inspire 

the work of the ushers: “love for the Church and for the Holy See, welcoming cordiality, 

patience, calmness and serenity of bearing, which constitute a fine calling card presented to 

those who visit the Apostolic Palace to meet Peter's Successor. For this, I cordially thank you 

and am indebted to you. I offer you my warmest wishes for peace; I guarantee my prayers for 

you, and count on yours on my behalf. Thank you”. 
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POPE FRANCIS' ADDRESS TO THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS  

Vatican City, 12 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning, in the Sala Regia of the Vatican 

Apostolic Palace, Pope Francis gave his first annual address to the members of the 

Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See. The Pope thanked the dean of Ambassadors, 

Jean-Claude Michel of the Principality of Monaco and recalled the late Alejandro Valladares 

Lanza of Honduras, who passed away a few months ago and who was dean of the Diplomatic 

Corps for many years. 

The Holy See currently maintains diplomatic relations with 180 countries, along with the 

European Union and the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, and a special mission to the State 

of Palestine. 

With regard to International Organisations, the Holy See is present in the United Nations in 

the quality of an “observer state”, and is also a member or observer of various organisations 

and agencies of the UN system and in a number of regional organisations. 

In his address, Pope Francis first commented that the past year has been especially rich in 

gratifying moments not only in the life of the Church but also in terms of the relations the 

Holy See maintains with States and international organisations, such as the establishment of 

diplomatic relations with South Sudan, the signing of agreements, both basic and specific, 

with Capo Verde, Hungary and Chad, and the ratification of the agreement with Equatorial 

Guinea in 2012. He also emphasised the increasing presence of the Holy See both in Central 

America, where it has assumed the role of Extra-Regional Observer in the Central American 

Integration System, and in Africa, with the accreditation of the first Permanent Observer of 

the Economic Community of West African States. 

He went on to outline some current world problems, focusing on the family, conflicts in the 

Middle East, especially in Syria, Egypt and Lebanon, and the life of Christians in this region. 

He also referred to the dramatic situation in various countries in Africa, such as Nigeria, the 

Central African Republic, Mali and South Sudan. He reiterated the need to reconstruct a 

climate of reconciliation and peace in various Asian nations such as Korea. Another central 

theme was the situation of the many people forced to leave their countries on account of 

famine, violence and abuse, especially in the Horn of Africa and the Region of the Great 

Lakes, without forgetting those who migrate from Latin America to the United States and 

those from Africa and the Middle East who seek refuge in Europe. The so-called throwaway 

culture, in which people as well as goods and food are regarded as disposable, and concern 

for the environment were other questions the Pope touched upon in his address, ample 

extracts of which are offered below: 

“In my Message for the World Day of Peace, dedicated to fraternity as the foundation and 

pathway to peace, I observed that 'fraternity is generally first learned within the family…', for 

the family 'by its vocation… is meant to spread its love to the world around it' and to 

contribute to the growth of that spirit of service and sharing which builds peace. This is the 

message of the Crib, where we see the Holy Family, not alone and isolated from the world, 

but surrounded by shepherds and the Magi, that is by an open community in which there is 

room for everyone, poor and rich alike, those near and those afar. In this way we can 

appreciate the insistence of my beloved predecessor Benedict XVI that 'the language of the 

family is a language of peace'. 

“Sadly, this is often not the case, as the number of broken and troubled families is on the rise, 

not simply because of the weakening sense of belonging so typical of today’s world, but also 

because of the adverse conditions in which many families are forced to live, even to the point 
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where they lack basic means of subsistence. There is a need for suitable policies aimed at 

supporting, assisting and strengthening the family. 

“It also happens that the elderly are looked upon as a burden, while young people lack clear 

prospects for their lives. Yet the elderly and the young are the hope of humanity. The elderly 

bring with them wisdom born of experience; the young open us to the future and prevent us 

from becoming self-absorbed. It is prudent to keep the elderly from being ostracised from the 

life of society, so as to preserve the living memory of each people. It is likewise important to 

invest in the young through suitable initiatives which can help them to find employment and 

establish homes. We must not stifle their enthusiasm! I vividly recall my experience at the 

Twenty-Eighth World Youth Day in Rio de Janeiro. I met so many happy young people! 

What great hope and expectation is present in their eyes and in their prayers! What a great 

thirst for life and a desire for openness to others! Being closed and isolated always makes for 

a stifling, heavy atmosphere which sooner or later ends up creating sadness and oppression. 

What is needed instead is a shared commitment to favouring a culture of encounter, for only 

those able to reach out to others are capable of bearing fruit, creating bonds of communion, 

radiating joy and being peacemakers. 

“The scenes of destruction and death which we have witnessed in the past year confirm all 

this – if ever we needed such confirmation. How much pain and desperation are caused by 

self-centredness which gradually takes the form of envy, selfishness, competition and the 

thirst for power and money! At times it seems that these realities are destined to have the 

upper hand. Christmas, on the other hand, inspires in us Christians the certainty that the final, 

definitive word belongs to the Prince of Peace, who changes 'swords into plowshares and 

spears into pruning hooks', transforming selfishness into self-giving and revenge into 

forgiveness. 

“It is with this confidence that I wish to look to the year ahead. I continue to be hopeful that 

the conflict in Syria will finally come to an end. Concern for that beloved people, and a desire 

to avert the worsening of violence, moved me last September to call for a day of fasting and 

prayer. Through you I heartily thank all those in your countries – public authorities and 

people of good will – who joined in this initiative. What is presently needed is a renewed 

political will to end the conflict. In this regard, I express my hope that the Geneva 2 

Conference, to be held on 22 January, will mark the beginning of the desired peace process. 

At the same time, full respect for humanitarian law remains essential. It is unacceptable that 

unarmed civilians, especially children, become targets. I also encourage all parties to promote 

and ensure in every way possible the provision of urgently-needed aid to much of the 

population, without overlooking the praiseworthy effort of those countries – especially 

Lebanon and Jordan – which have generously welcomed to their territory numerous refugees 

from Syria. 

“Remaining in the Middle East, I note with concern the tensions affecting the region in 

various ways. I am particularly concerned by the ongoing political problems in Lebanon, 

where a climate of renewed cooperation between the different components of civil society 

and the political powers is essential for avoiding the further hostilities which would 

undermine the stability of the country. I think too of Egypt, with its need to regain social 

harmony, and Iraq, which struggles to attain the peace and stability for which it hopes. At the 

same time, I note with satisfaction the significant progress made in the dialogue between Iran 

and the Group of 5+1 on the nuclear issue. 

“Everywhere, the way to resolve open questions must be that of diplomacy and dialogue. 

This is the road already indicated with utter clarity by Pope Benedict XV when he urged the 

leaders of the European nations to make 'the moral force of law' prevail over the 'material 
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force of arms' in order to end that 'needless carnage' which was the First World War, whose 

centenary occurs this year. What is needed is courage 'to go beyond the surface of the 

conflict' and to consider others in their deepest dignity, so that unity will prevail over conflict 

and it will be 'possible to build communion amid disagreement'. In this regard, the 

resumption of peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians is a positive sign, and I express 

my hope that both parties will resolve, with the support of the international community, to 

take courageous decisions aimed at finding a just and lasting solution to a conflict which 

urgently needs to end. I myself intend to make a pilgrimage of peace to the Holy Land in the 

course of this year. The exodus of Christians from the Middle East and North Africa 

continues to be a source of concern. They want to continue to be a part of the social, political 

and cultural life of countries which they helped to build, and they desire to contribute to the 

common good of societies where they wish to be fully accepted as agents of peace and 

reconciliation. 

“In other parts of Africa as well, Christians are called to give witness to God’s love and 

mercy. We must never cease to do good, even when it is difficult and demanding, and when 

we endure acts of intolerance if not genuine persecution. In vast areas of Nigeria violence 

persists, and much innocent blood continues to be spilt. I think above all of the Central 

African Republic, where much suffering has been caused as a result of the country’s tensions, 

which have frequently led to devastation and death. As I assure you of my prayers for the 

victims and the many refugees, forced to live in dire poverty, I express my hope that the 

concern of the international community will help to bring an end to violence, a return to the 

rule of law and guaranteed access to humanitarian aid, also in the remotest parts of the 

country. For her part, the Catholic Church will continue to assure her presence and 

cooperation, working generously to help people in every possible way and, above all, to 

rebuild a climate of reconciliation and of peace among all groups in society. Reconciliation 

and peace are likewise fundamental priorities in other parts of Africa. I think in particular of 

Mali, where we nonetheless note the promising restoration of the country’s democratic 

structures, and of South Sudan, where, on the contrary, political instability has lately led to 

many deaths and a new humanitarian crisis. 

“The Holy See is also closely following events in Asia, where the Church desires to share the 

joys and hopes of all the peoples of that vast and noble continent. On this, the fiftieth 

anniversary of diplomatic relations with the Republic of Korea, I wish to implore from God 

the gift of reconciliation on the peninsula, and I trust that, for the good of all the Korean 

people, the interested parties will tirelessly seek out points of agreement and possible 

solutions. Asia, in fact, has a long history of peaceful coexistence between its different civil, 

ethnic and religious groups. Such reciprocal respect needs to be encouraged, especially given 

certain troubling signs that it is weakening, particularly where growing attitudes of prejudice, 

for allegedly religious reasons, are tending to deprive Christians of their liberties and to 

jeopardize civil coexistence. The Holy See looks, instead, with lively hope to the signs of 

openness coming from countries of great religious and cultural traditions, with whom it 

wishes to cooperate in the pursuit of the common good. 

“Peace is also threatened by every denial of human dignity, firstly the lack of access to 

adequate nutrition. We cannot be indifferent to those suffering from hunger, especially 

children, when we think of how much food is wasted every day in many parts of the world 

immersed in what I have often termed the 'throwaway culture'. Unfortunately, what is thrown 

away is not only food and dispensable objects, but often human beings themselves, who are 

discarded as 'unnecessary'. For example, it is frightful even to think there are children, 

victims of abortion, who will never see the light of day; children being used as soldiers, 
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abused and killed in armed conflicts; and children being bought and sold in that terrible form 

of modern slavery which is human trafficking, which is a crime against humanity. 

“Nor can we be unmoved by the tragedies which have forced so many people to flee from 

famine, violence and oppression, particularly in the Horn of Africa and in the Great Lakes 

Region. Many of these are living as fugitives or refugees in camps where they are no longer 

seen as persons but as nameless statistics. Others, in the hope of a better life, have undertaken 

perilous journeys which not infrequently end in tragedy. I think in particular of the many 

migrants from Latin America bound for the United States, but above all of all those from 

Africa and the Middle East who seek refuge in Europe. 

“Still vivid in my memory is the brief visit I made to Lampedusa last July, to pray for the 

numerous victims of the refugee crisis in the Mediterranean. Sadly, there is a general 

indifference in the face of these tragedies, which is a dramatic sign of the loss of that 'sense of 

responsibility for our brothers and sisters', on which every civil society is based. On that 

occasion I was also able to observe the hospitality and dedication shown by so many people. 

It is my hope that the Italian people, whom I regard with affection, not least for the common 

roots which unite us, will renew their praiseworthy commitment of solidarity towards the 

weakest and most vulnerable, and, with generous and coordinated efforts by citizens and 

institutions, overcome present difficulties and regain their long-standing climate of 

constructive social creativity. 

“Finally, I wish to mention another threat to peace, which arises from the greedy exploitation 

of environmental resources. Even if 'nature is at our disposition', all too often we do not 

'respect it or consider it a gracious gift which we must care for and set at the service of our 

brothers and sisters, including future generations'. Here too what is crucial is responsibility on 

the part of all in pursuing, in a spirit of fraternity, policies respectful of this earth which is our 

common home. I recall a popular saying: 'God always forgives, we sometimes forgive, but 

when nature – creation – is mistreated, she never forgives!'. We have also witnessed the 

devastating effects of several recent natural disasters. In particular, I would mention once 

more the numerous victims and the great devastation caused in the Philippines and other 

countries of South-East Asia as a result of typhoon Haiyan. 

“Pope Paul VI noted that peace 'is not simply the absence of warfare, based on a precarious 

balance of power; it is fashioned by efforts directed day after day towards the establishment 

of an order willed by God, with a more perfect justice among men and women'. This is the 

spirit which guides the Church’s activity throughout the world, carried out by priests, 

missionaries and lay faithful who with great dedication give freely of themselves, not least in 

a variety of educational, healthcare and social welfare institutions, in service to the poor, the 

sick, orphans and all those in need of help and comfort. On the basis of this 'loving 

attentiveness', the Church cooperates with all institutions concerned for the good of 

individuals and communities. 

“At the beginning of this new year, then, I assure you once more of the readiness of the Holy 

See, and of the Secretariat of State in particular, to cooperate with your countries in fostering 

those bonds of fraternity which are a reflection of God’s love and the basis of concord and 

peace. Upon you, your families and the peoples you represent, may the Lord’s blessings 

descend in abundance. Thank you”. 

THE POPE'S LETTER TO CARDINALS TO BE ELECTED ON 22 FEBRUARY  

Vatican City, 13 January 2014 (VIS) – Published below is the letter sent today by the Holy 

Father to the future cardinals to be created on 22 February, whose names were announced 

publicly following the Angelus prayer on Sunday. 
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“Dear brother, 

“On the day that your designation as part of the College of Cardinals is made public, I wish to 

send you a cordial greeting along with the guarantee of my closeness and prayer. It is my 

hope that, joined with the Church of Rome and “clothed in the virtues and sentiments of the 

Lord Jesus”, you may help me with fraternal efficacy in my service to the Universal Church. 

“The cardinalship does not imply promotion; it is neither an honour nor a decoration; it is 

simply a service that requires you to broaden your gaze and open your hearts. And, although 

this may appear paradoxical, the ability to look further and to love more universally with 

greater intensity may be acquired only by following the same path of the Lord: the path of 

self-effacement and humility, taking on the role of a servant. Therefore I ask you, please, to 

receive this designation with a simple and humble heart. And, while you must do so with 

pleasure and joy, ensure that this sentiment is far from any expression of worldliness or from 

any form of celebration contrary to the evangelical spirit of austerity, sobriety and poverty. 

“Until we meet, then, on 20 February, when our two days of reflection on the family 

commence. I remain at your disposal and ask you, please, to pray for me and to ask for 

prayers on my behalf. 

May Jesus bless you and the Holy Virgin protect you.” 

ENCOUNTER BETWEEN ARCHBISHOP PAROLIN AND THE U.S. SECRETARY 

OF STATE KERRY 

Vatican City, 14 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Vatican Archbishop Pietro 

Parolin, secretary of State, met with John Kerry, secretary of State of the U.S.A. During the 

meeting, which focused on themes linked to foreign policy, the Parties discussed the peace 

process in the Middle East, especially the situation in Syria and the preparations for the 

Geneva II Middle East Peace Conference, and negotiations between Israel and Palestine. 

The meeting, which lasted an hour and forty minutes, was also attended by Archbishop 

Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with States, and Kenneth F. Hackett, 

ambassador of the United States to the Holy See. Other issues considered during the meeting 

were the situation in Africa, especially South Sudan, and matters of special interest to the 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops such as healthcare reform. 

APPEAL FOR AN IMMEDIATE CEASEFIRE IN SYRIA  

Vatican City, 14 January 2014 (VIS) – The Pontifical Academy for Sciences held a workshop 

in the Vatican yesterday on the civil war in Syria, in which an appeal was made for an 

immediate end to violence and the commencement of reconstruction and dialogue between 

the various communities within the country. The meeting, which took place a week before the 

upcoming Geneva Peace Conference, was inaugurated by the president of the Pontifical 

Council for Interreligious Dialogue, Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran. 

In a communique published this morning, hope is expressed that the Geneva II Middle East 

Peace Conference will enable “the people of Syria, the region and the world to conceive of a 

new beginning, to put an end to the violence that has claimed over 130,000 lives and left a 

beautiful country in ruin and chaos”. 

According to the international experts who participated in the workshop, the first step is a 

ceasefire and an end to violence: “all the combatants must lay down their arms; all foreign 

powers must adopt immediate measures to stop the flow of arms and their financing”. 

“The Holy See is committed to supporting all religious faiths and communities in Syria, to 

reach new understanding and a meaningful restoration of trust, after years of violence 
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between communities”, continues the communique. Therefore, dialogue must focus on 

“urgent needs of spiritual and communitarian reconstruction”. 

The participants in the conference also expressed their concern for the situation of millions of 

Syrian refugees who “suffer extreme and potentially deadly deprivations in terms of food, 

healthcare, electricity, telecommunications, transport and other basic human needs”. 

CATHOLICS AND JEWS, DIALOGUE IN CONTINUAL DEVELOPMENT  

Vatican City, 14 January 2014 (VIS) – On 16 January Italy celebrates its 18th Annual Day 

for the furthering and development of dialogue between Catholics and Jews. In the light of 

this a Conference has been organised by Rabbi Abraham Skorka, to be held at the Pontifical 

Gregorian University. 

Rabbi Skorka is rector of the Latin American Rabbinical Seminary of Buenos Aires, and is 

the co-author, with Pope Francis, of the book “El cielo y la terra”, the result of a number of 

conversations on themes fundamental to human life and on the possibility of shared ethics. 

The conference considers “Jewish-Catholic dialogue, 50 years after 'Nostra Aetate'. A Latin-

American perspective”, and will be presided over by Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of the 

Pontifical Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews. 

IN THE CHURCH WE ARE ALL MISSIONARIES AND DISCIPLES  

Vatican City, 15 January 2014 (VIS) - “Baptism brings us into the People of God, makes us 

members of a People on a journey, a pilgrim People in history,” Pope Francis asserted, 

quoting words from the Second Vatican Council during his Wednesday catechesis at the 

general audience, which was dedicated to the first of the sacraments. He explained how life is 

passed on from generation to generation and that “through rebirth at the baptismal font, grace 

is also passed on from generation to generation. With this grace the Christian People walk 

through time, like a river that irrigates the earth and spreads God's blessing throughout the 

world.” 

The disciples “went forth to baptize. From that time to today there is a chain in the 

transmission of faith through Baptism. Each of us is a link in that chain, a step forward 

always, like the river that irrigates. Thus is God's grace and thus also our faith, which we 

should pass on to our children, pass on to the children so that these, as adults, can pass it on 

to their children. This is Baptism … it brings us into this People of God … who walk and 

who pass down the faith.” 

Through Baptism, each of us becomes “missionary disciples, called to bring the Gospel to the 

world. Each of the baptized, whatever their role in the Church or the educational level of their 

faith, is an active agent of evangelization. … The new evangelization should involve … a 

new central role for each of the baptized. The People of God is a People of disciples?because 

we receive the faith?and a missionary People?because we pass on the faith. This is what 

makes Baptism in us: it gives us Grace and transmits the faith. All of us in the Church are 

disciples, always and for our entire lives; and we are all missionaries, each in the place that 

the Lord has assigned us.” 

“All of us,” the Bishop of Rome improvised, “even the smallest is a missionary and the one 

who seems greater is a disciple. Some of you will say: 'Bishops aren't disciples; the bishops 

know everything. The Pope knows everything and isn't a disciple.' No, even the bishops and 

the Pope are to be disciples because, if they aren't, it's not good; they can't be missionaries; 

they can't pass on the faith. All of us are disciples and missionaries.” 
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“No one is saved by themselves,” the Pope said to the thousands of persons gathered in St. 

Peter's Square. “We are a community of believers and in this community we feel the beauty 

of sharing an experience of love that proceeds us all, but that at the same time asks us to be 

'channels' of grace for one another, in spite of our limits and our sins. The communal 

dimension is not only a 'frame' or an 'outline' but an integral part of the Christian life, witness, 

and evangelization.” 

Pope Francis ended by recalling the history of the Christian community in Japan, whose 

persecution at the beginning of the 17th century caused many martyrs. “Members of the 

clergy were expelled and thousands of faithful were killed. There was no priest left in Japan; 

all of them were expelled. The community retreated into hiding, keeping their faith and 

prayer hidden. When a child was born, the mother or father baptized them, since all the 

faithful can baptize under particular circumstances. When, after two and a half centuries, 250 

years later, the missionaries returned to Japan, thousands of Christians came out of hiding and 

the Church could flourish. They had survived through the grace of their Baptism! This is 

great: the People of God pass on the faith, baptizing their children and carrying on. They had 

maintained, even in secret, a strong communal spirit because Baptism had made them to 

become one body in Christ. They were isolated and hidden but were always members of the 

People of God, members of the Church. We can learn so much from this story!” 

OTHER PONTIFICAL ACTS  

Vatican City, 15 January 2014 (VIS) – Today the Holy Father: 

- appointed Fr. Marcos Antonio Tavoni as Bishop of Bom Jesus do Gurgueia (area 51,543, 

population 190,000, Catholics 167,500, priests 28, permanent deacons 1, religious 9), Brazil. 

The bishop-elect was born in 1967 in São Carlos (São Paulo, Brazil) in 1967 and was 

ordained a priest in 1996. From 1996 to 1997 he was pastor of Imaculada Conceição Parish in 

Taguatinga. In the archdiocese of Palmas he was pastor of the Divino Espirito Santo Parish 

from 1999 to 2004, pastor of Santa Teresa d'Avila Parish from 1999 to 2011, and pastor of 

São João Batista Parish from 2003 to 2011. From 2008 to 2011 he was rector of the Major 

Interdiocesan Seminary, Divino Espirito Santo, and of the Mater Dei Center of Higher 

Learning. From 2003 to 2011 he was professor of Theology and spiritual director at the Casa 

Santa Marta for pregnant teens. From 2000 to 2006 he was a moderator of the First 

Archdiocesan Pastoral Synod. From 2005 to 2006 he was a coordinator for the Commission 

to develop the archdiocesan directory for Christian Initiation. From 2007 to 2008 he was the 

episcopal vicar of the São Pedro region. From 2011 to 2013 he was pastor of Nossa Senhora 

dos Pobres Parish in Paranoa of the Archdiocese of Brasilia. Most recently he was pastor of 

Cristo Redentor Parish in Taguatinga of the Archdiocese of Brasilia. He succeeds Bishop 

Ramon Lopez Carrozas, O. de M., whose resignation from the pastoral care of the same 

diocese the Holy Father accepted, upon having reached the age limit. 

- appointed Msgr. Stephen J. Berg as Bishop of Pueblo (area 124,754, population 665,906, 

Catholics 128,000, priests 83, permanent deacons 48, religious 70), Colorado, U.S.A. The 

bishop-elect was born in Miles City, Montana, U.S.A. in 1951 and was ordained a priest for 

the Diocese of Fort Worth, Texas, U.S.A. in 1999. From 1999 to 2001 he was pastor of Saint 

Michael Parish in Bedford, from 2001 to 2002 of Saint John the Apostle Parish in North 

Richland Hills, and from 2002 to 2008 of the Saint Mary Parish in Henrietta, Saint Jerome 

Parish in Bowie, Saint William Parish in Montague, and Saint Joseph Parish in Nocona. From 

2008 to 2012 he was vicar general and pastor of Saint Peter the Apostle Parish in Fort Worth. 

From 2010 to 2012 he was a moderator of the Curia. From 2009 he was spiritual director at 

the Holy Trinity Seminary in Dallas. From 2012 he has been the diocesan administrator and 

pastor of Holy Name Parish for Fort Worth. 



Pope Francis: January 2014 

 

 16  

Compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

- confirmed Cardinal Marc Ouellet, P.S.S., as president of the Pontifical Commission for 

Latin America. 

- confirmed Professor Guzman Carriquiry as secretary of the Pontifical Commission for Latin 

America. 

- confirmed the following members of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America: 

Cardinal Nicolas de Jesus Lopez Rodriguez, archbishop of Santo Domingo, Dominican 

Republic; Cardinal Jaime Lucas Ortega y Alamino, archbishop of San Cristobal de la 

Habana, Cuba; Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera, archbishop of Mexico, Mexico; Cardinal 

Julio Terrazas Sandoval, C.SS.R., archbishop emeritus of Santa Cruz della Sierra, Bolivia; 

Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodriguez Maradiaga, archbishop of Tegucigalpa, Honduras; 

Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, archbishop of Lima, Peru; Cardinal Claudio Hummes 

O.F.M., prefect emertirus of the Congregation for the Clergy; Cardinal Jorge Liberato Urosa 

Savino, archbishop of Caracas, Venezuela; Cardinal Francisco Robles Ortega, archbishop of 

Guadalajara, Mexico; Cardinal Odilo Pedro Scherer, archbishop of São Paulo, Brazil; 

Cardinal Paolo Romeo, archbishop of Palermo, Italy; Cardinal Raymundo Damasceno Assis, 

archbishop of Aparecida, Brazil; Cardinal Ruben Salazar Gomez, archbishop of Bogota, 

Colombia; Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko, president of the Pontifical Council for the Laity; 

Archbishop Emilio Carlos Berlie Belaunzaran of Yucatan, Mexico; Archbishop Mario 

Antonio Cargnello of Salta, Argentina; Archbishop Hector Ruben Aguer of La Plata, 

Argentina; Archbishop Nicolas Cotugno Fanizzi, S.D.B., of Montevideo, Uruguay; 

Archbishop Hector Miguel Cabrejos Vidarte, O.F.M., of Trujillo, Peru; Archbishop Geraldo 

Lyrio Rocha of Mariana, Brazil; Archbishop Leopoldo Jose Brenes Solorzano of Managua, 

Nicaragua; Archbishop Emeritus Jose Guadalupe Martin Rabago of Leon, Mexico; 

Archbishop Orlando Antonio Corrales Garcia of Santa Fe de Antioquia, Colombia; 

Archbishop Juan Jose Asenjo Pelegrina of Seville, Spain; and Bishop Franz-Josef Overbeck 

of Essen, Germany. 

- appointed Archbishop Lorenzo Baldisseri, currently secretary general of the Synod of 

Bishops, as a counsellor of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America. 

- confirmed the following counsellors of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America: 

Cardinal Antonio Canizares Llovera, prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the 

Sacraments; Cardinal William Joseph Levada, prefect emeritus of the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith; Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental 

Churches; Cardinal Francesco Monterisi, archpriest emeritus of the papal basilica of Saint 

Paul Outside-the-Walls; Archbishop Jean-Louis Brugues, O.P., archivist and librarian of the 

Holy Roman Church; Archbishop Jose Horacio Gomez Velasco of Los Angeles, U.S.A.; and 

Bishop Marcelo Sanchez-Sorondo, chancellor of the Pontifical Academies of Sciences and of 

the Social Sciences. 

- confirmed Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran as a member of the Commission of Cardinals for 

oversight of the Institute for the Works of Religion (IOR) for the for the next five-year 

period. 

- appointed as members of the Commission of Cardinals for oversight of the Institute for the 

Works of Religion (IOR) for the next five-year period: Cardinal Christoph Schonborn, 

archbishop of Vienna, Austria; Cardinal Thomas Christopher Collins, archbishop of Toronto, 

Canada; Cardinal Santos Abril y Castello, archpriest of the papal basilica of St. Mary Major; 

and Archbishop Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS  



Pope Francis: January 2014 

 

 17  

Compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

Vatican City, 16 January 2014 (VIS) – Following is the Holy Father's message to the bishops, 

priests, consecrated, and faithful throughout the world for the 51st World Day of Prayer for 

Vocations, which will take place this 11 May and has the theme of “Vocations: Witness to 

the Truth”. 

“Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

1. The Gospel says that 'Jesus went about all the cities and villages... When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 

without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers 

are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest”' (Mt 

9:35-38). These words surprise us, because we all know that it is necessary first to plow, sow 

and cultivate to then, in due time, reap an abundant harvest. Jesus says instead that “the 

harvest is plentiful”. But who did the work to bring about these results? There is only one 

answer: God. Clearly the field of which Jesus is speaking is humanity, us. And the efficacious 

action which has borne “much fruit” is the grace of God, that is, communion with Him (cf. Jn 

15:5). The prayer which Jesus asks of the Church therefore concerns the need to increase the 

number of those who serve his Kingdom. Saint Paul, who was one of 'God’s fellow workers', 

tirelessly dedicated himself to the cause of the Gospel and the Church. The Apostle, with the 

awareness of one who has personally experienced how mysterious God’s saving will is, and 

how the initiative of grace is the origin of every vocation, reminds the Christians of Corinth: 

'You are God’s field' (1 Cor 3:9). That is why wonder first arises in our hearts over the 

plentiful harvest which God alone can bestow; then gratitude for a love that always goes 

before us; and lastly, adoration for the work that he has accomplished, which requires our 

free consent in acting with him and for him.  

2. Many times we have prayed with the words of the Psalmist: 'It is he who made us, and we 

are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture' (Ps 100:3); or: 'The Lord has chosen 

Jacob for himself, Israel as his own possession' (Ps 135:4). And yet we are God’s 'possession' 

not in the sense of a possession that renders us slaves, but rather of a strong bond that unites 

us to God and one another, in accord with a covenant that is eternal, 'for his steadfast love 

endures for ever' (Ps 136). In the account of the calling of the prophet Jeremiah, for example, 

God reminds us that he continually watches over each one of us in order that his word may be 

accomplished in us. The image is of an almond branch which is the first tree to flower, thus 

announcing life’s rebirth in the springtime (cf Jer 1:11-12). Everything comes from him and 

is his gift: the world, life, death, the present, the future, but—the Apostle assures us—'you are 

Christ’s; and Christ is God’s' (1 Cor 3:23). Hence the way of belonging to God is explained: 

it comes about through a unique and personal relationship with Jesus, which Baptism confers 

on us from the beginning of our rebirth to new life. It is Christ, therefore, who continually 

summons us by his word to place our trust in him, loving him 'with all the heart, with all the 

understanding, and with all the strength' (Mk 12:33). Therefore every vocation, even within 

the variety of paths, always requires an exodus from oneself in order to centre one’s life on 

Christ and on his Gospel. Both in married life and in the forms of religious consecration, as 

well as in priestly life, we must surmount the ways of thinking and acting that do not conform 

to the will of God. It is an 'exodus that leads us on a journey of adoration of the Lord and of 

service to him in our brothers and sisters' (“Address to the International Union of Superiors 

General”, 8 May 2013). Therefore, we are all called to adore Christ in our hearts (1 Pet 3:15) 

in order to allow ourselves to be touched by the impulse of grace contained in the seed of the 

word, which must grow in us and be transformed into concrete service to our neighbour. We 

need not be afraid: God follows the work of his hands with passion and skill in every phase of 

life. He never abandons us! He has the fulfilment of his plan for us at heart, and yet he wishes 

to achieve it with our consent and cooperation. 



Pope Francis: January 2014 

 

 18  

Compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

3. Today too, Jesus lives and walks along the paths of ordinary life in order to draw near to 

everyone, beginning with the least, and to heal us of our infirmities and illnesses. I turn now 

to those who are well disposed to listen to the voice of Christ that rings out in the Church and 

to understand what their own vocation is. I invite you to listen to and follow Jesus, and to 

allow yourselves to be transformed interiorly by his words, which 'are spirit and life' (Jn 

6:62). Mary, the Mother of Jesus and ours, also says to us: 'Do whatever he tells you' (Jn 2:5). 

It will help you to participate in a communal journey that is able to release the best energies 

in you and around you. A vocation is a fruit that ripens in a well cultivated field of mutual 

love that becomes mutual service, in the context of an authentic ecclesial life. No vocation is 

born of itself or lives for itself. A vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the 

good soil of faithful people, in the experience of fraternal love. Did not Jesus say: 'By this all 

men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another' (Jn 13:35)? 

4. Dear brothers and sisters, this 'high standard of ordinary Christian living' (cf John Paul II, 

“Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte”, 31) means sometimes going against the tide and 

also encountering obstacles, outside ourselves and within ourselves. Jesus himself warns us: 

the good seed of God’s word is often snatched away by the Evil one, blocked by tribulation, 

and choked by worldly cares and temptation (cf Mt 13:19-22). All of these difficulties could 

discourage us, making us fall back on seemingly more comfortable paths. However, the true 

joy of those who are called consists in believing and experiencing that he, the Lord, is 

faithful, and that with him we can walk, be disciples and witnesses of God’s love, open our 

hearts to great ideals, to great things. 'We Christians were not chosen by the Lord for small 

things; push onwards toward the highest principles. Stake your lives on noble ideals!' 

(“Homily at Holy Mass and the Conferral of the Sacrament of Confirmation”, 28 April 2013). 

I ask you bishops, priests, religious, Christian communities and families to orient vocational 

pastoral planning in this direction, by accompanying young people on pathways of holiness 

which, because they are personal, 'call for a genuine “training in holiness” capable of being 

adapted to every person’s need. This training must integrate the resources offered to everyone 

with both the traditional forms of individual and group assistance, as well as the more recent 

forms of support offered in associations and movements recognized by the Church' (“Novo 

Millennio Ineunte”, 31).  

Let us dispose our hearts therefore to being 'good soil', by listening, receiving and living out 

the word, and thus bearing fruit. The more we unite ourselves to Jesus through prayer, Sacred 

Scripture, the Eucharist, the Sacraments celebrated and lived in the Church and in fraternity, 

the more there will grow in us the joy of cooperating with God in the service of the Kingdom 

of mercy and truth, of justice and peace. And the harvest will be plentiful, proportionate to 

the grace we have meekly welcomed into our lives. With this wish, and asking you to pray 

for me, I cordially impart to you all my Apostolic Blessing.” 

THE LORD IS TRUE MASTER OF PONTIFICAL HOUSEHOLD  

Vatican City, 16 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning the Holy Father received in audience the 

officials who provide service and assistance during pontifical audiences, ceremonies and 

official gatherings, collectively known as the "Addetti di Anticamera”, along with their 

family members. 

Pope Francis reminded them that they are “at home”, emphasizing trust and familiarity. The 

Pope thanked them for their service, noting the care and cordiality with which they carry out 

their duties. 

“The Papal Household,” he told them, “belongs to all the members of the Catholic Church 

who find here hospitality, familial warmth, and support for their faith. The true master of the 
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house is the Lord, of whom we are all disciples and servants of His Gospel. This requires that 

we cultivate constant dialogue with Him in prayer, that we grow in His friendship and 

intimacy, and that we bear witness of His merciful love to all. Carried out in this spirit, your 

work will become an opportunity to communicate the joy of being part of the Church.” 

ARCHBISHOP TOMASI BEFORE COMMITTEE OF CHILD RIGHTS: HOLY SEE 

AND ITS INSTITUTIONS ARE COMMITTED TO DEFENCE OF INVIOLABLE 

DIGNITY OF EACH CHILD  

Vatican City, 16 January 2014 (VIS) – Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, C.S., Permanent 

Observer of the Holy See to the United Nations in Geneva, spoke this morning before the 

Committee on the Convention of the Rights of the Child (CRC). He presented the Holy See's 

periodic report on this issue. 

“The protection of children remains a major concern for contemporary society and for the 

Holy See,” the prelate said. “... Abusers are found among members of the world’s most 

respected professions, most regrettably, including members of the clergy and other church 

personnel. …” 

“Confronted with this reality, the Holy See has carefully delineated policies and procedures 

designed to help eliminate such abuse and to collaborate with respective State authorities to 

fight against this crime. The Holy See is also committed to listen carefully to victims of abuse 

and to address the impact such situations have on survivors of abuse and on their families. 

The vast majority of church personnel and institutions on the local level have provided, and 

continue to provide, a wide variety of services to children by educating them, and by 

supporting their families, and by responding to their physical, emotional, and spiritual needs. 

Egregious crimes of abuse committed against children have rightly been adjudicated and 

punished by the competent civil authorities in the respective countries.” 

“Therefore, the response of the Holy See to the sad phenomenon of the sexual abuse of 

minors has been articulated in different ambits. On the level of the Holy See, as the Sovereign 

of Vatican City State, the response to sexual abuse has been in accord with its direct 

responsibility over the territory of Vatican City State. In this regard, special legislation has 

been enacted to implement international legal obligations, and covers the State, and its tiny 

population.” 

“On the international level, the Holy See has taken concrete action by the ratification of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1990. In 2000, the Holy See acceded to the Optional 

Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution, and Child Pornography, as well as the 

Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict. The Holy See then 

promotes and encourages these international instruments.” 

“At the same time, the Holy See as the central organ of the Catholic Church has formulated 

guidelines to facilitate the work of the local Churches to develop effective measures within 

their jurisdiction and in conformity with canonical legislation.” 

“Local Churches, taking into account the domestic law in their respective countries, have 

developed guidelines and monitored their implementation with the aim of preventing any 

additional abuse and dealing promptly with it, in accordance with national law whenever it 

occurs. … The result of the combined action taken by local Churches and by the Holy See 

presents a framework that, when properly applied, will help eliminate the occurrence of child 

sexual abuse by clergy and other church personnel.” 

The Permanent Observer explained that “the Holy See’s 'Periodic Report on the CRC' is 

divided into four Parts: Part I deals with general considerations, including the nature of the 
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Holy See as a subject of international law. Part II responds to the concluding observations of 

the Committee to the Holy See’s Initial Report, and, in particular, questions concerning 

reservations; the Committee’s four principles and the duties and rights of parents, the 

education of girls, education about health, and education on the CRC. The Holy See also 

discusses the principles it promotes concerning the rights and duties of the child within the 

context of the family. Part III presents the international contributions of the Holy See in 

advancing and promoting basic principles recognized in the CRC on a full range of issues 

pertaining to children (e.g., the family, adoption, children with disabilities; health and 

welfare; leisure and culture; and special measures to protect children, including questions 

pertaining to sexual abuse, drug addiction, children living on the streets and minority groups). 

Finally, Part IV addresses the implementation of the Convention in Vatican City State.” 

“In the end, there is no excuse,” the prelate repeated, “for any form of violence or 

exploitation of children. Such crimes can never be justified, whether committed in the home, 

in schools, in community and sports programs, or in religious organizations and structures. 

This is the long-standing policy of the Holy See. … For this reason, the Holy See, and local 

Church structures in all parts of the world, are committed to holding inviolable the dignity 

and entire person of every child—body, mind, and spirit.” 

“Pope Benedict XVI,” the prelate concluded, “speaking to the Bishops of Ireland in 2006 had 

these important words to say: 'In the exercise of your pastoral ministry, you have had to 

respond in recent years to many heart-rending cases of sexual abuse of minors. These are all 

the more tragic when the abuser is a cleric.' … Likewise, Pope Francis clearly … undertook 

new action and has announced the creation of a Commission for the Protection of Minors, 

with the aim of proposing new initiatives for the development of safe environment programs 

for children and improving efforts for the pastoral care for victims of abuse around the 

world.” 

INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL COMMISSION PUBLISHES DOCUMENT ON 

CHRISTIAN MONOTHEISM AND VIOLENCE  

 

Vatican City, 16 January 2014 (VIS) - The International Theological Commission, following 

studies carried out over the past five-year period (2009–2014), has drawn up a new document 

entitled: “God, the Trinity, and the Unity of Humanity: Christian Monotheism and its 

Opposition to Violence”. The text will appear in “La Civilta Cattolica”, no. 3926 (18 January 

2014), the journal that traditionally publishes the Italian versions of the Commission’s 

documents. It will also be available, from today, on “La Civilta Cattolica’s” website 

(www.laciviltacattolica.it) as well as on the International Theological Commission’s webpage 

on the Vatican website (www.vatican.va). Awaiting its translation into the various languages, 

the Italian text is currently offered along with an introduction to the text in a few other 

languages. 

As is evident from the document’s Preliminary Note, the text is the result of study regarding 

certain aspects of Christian discourse on God, particularly in response to theories that claim 

that a necessary relationship exists between monotheism and violence. The text was prepared 

by a subcommission composed of: Fr. Peter Damian Akpunonu, Fr. Gilles Emery, O.P., 

Archbishop Savio Hon Tai-Fai, S.D.B., Bishop Charles Morerod, O.P., Fr. Thomas Norris, 

Fr. Javier Prades Lopez, Bishop Paul Rouhana, Fr. Pierangelo Sequeri, Fr. Guillermo Zuleta 

Salas, and the subcommission’s president, Fr. Philippe Vallin. 

Between 2009 and 2013, the subcommission met to discuss the issue, which was also treated 

during the Commission’s plenary sessions. The present text was approved by the 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.laciviltacattolica.it&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNESMacvBC1FSFJ7UrDyPqFWiQUZQA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vatican.va&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHQ5g95FMNF0eMfAzM6pH4kltef7w
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Commission “in forma specifica” on 6 December 2013, and was then submitted to the 

Commission’s president, Archbishop Gerhard L. Muller, Prefect of the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith, who authorised its publication. 

CHRISTIAN MONOTHEISM AGAINST VIOLENCE  

Vatican City, (VIS) – Following is the presentation of the International Theological 

Commission's new document, “God, the Trinity, and the Unity of Humanity: Christian 

Monotheism and its Opposition to Violence”. 

“The theological reflection presented here seeks to investigate various aspects of Christian 

discourse about God which, in the modern context, require specific theological clarification. 

The immediate reason for this clarification is the theory, variously argued, according to 

which there is a necessary link between monotheism and the wars of religion. Discussion of 

this connection has demonstrated a number of misunderstandings of religious doctrine, to 

such an extent as to obscure authentic Christian thought about the one God.” 

“The purpose of this reflection can be summed up in a two-fold question: (a) How can 

Catholic theology respond critically to the cultural and political opinion which sees an 

intrinsic link between monotheism and violence? (b) How can the purity of religious faith in 

the one God be recognised as the principle and source of love between human beings?” 

“Our reflection takes the form of a reasoned testimony, not an apologetic argument. The 

Christian faith, in fact, sees the incitement of violence in the name of God as the greatest 

corruption of religion. Christianity reaches this conviction from the revelation of God’s own 

life, which is brought to us by Jesus Christ. The Church of believers is well aware that 

witnessing to this faith demands a permanent readiness for conversion: which also implies a 

certain parrhesia, a courageous frankness in self-criticism.” 

“In Chapter I, 'Suspicions Regarding Monotheism', we seek to clarify the theme of religious 

'monotheism' as it is understood in various contexts of modern political philosophy. We are 

aware of the evolution that has resulted in a highly differentiated spectrum of theoretical 

positions nowadays, ranging from the classical background of so called humanistic atheism to 

more recent forms of religious agnosticism and political laicism. Our reflection seeks first of 

all to show that the notion of monotheism, which is certainly significant in the history of our 

culture, is nevertheless too generic when it is used as an indication of equivalence between 

the historical religions which confess the oneness of God (namely Judaism, Islam and 

Christianity). Secondly, we formulate our critical reservations with regard to a cultural 

simplification which reduces the alternatives to a choice between a necessarily violent 

monotheism and a presumptively tolerant polytheism.” 

“In this reflection, we are sustained throughout by the conviction, which we believe is shared 

by the vast majority of our contemporaries, both believers and non-believers, that inter-

religious wars and also wars in the name of religion are simply senseless.” 

“As Catholic theologians, we then seek to illustrate, on the basis of the truth of Jesus Christ, 

the relationship between the revelation of God and a non-violent humanism. We do so by 

reconsidering various aspects of Christian doctrine particularly helpful for illuminating the 

modern discussion: regarding the proper understanding of the Trinitarian confession of the 

one God, and regarding the implications of the revelation of Christ for the redemption of the 

bond between human beings.” 

“In Chapter II, 'God’s Initiative in the Human Journey', we interrogate the biblical witness, 

with particular attention to the issue of its “difficult pages”: in other words, those in which 

the revelation of God is involved with forms of violence between human beings. We seek to 
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identify the reference points which the same scriptural tradition highlights?within itself?for 

the interpretation of the Word of God. On the basis of that investigation, we offer an outline 

of an anthropological and Christological framing of developments of interpretation that were 

driven by the actual historical circumstances.” 

“In Chapter III, 'God Who Saves us from Violence', we propose a deeper understanding of 

the event of the death and resurrection of Christ, as the key to the reconciliation of human 

beings. Oikonomia is essential here in the determination of theologia. The revelation 

inscribed in the event of Jesus Christ, which universally manifests the love of God, enables 

the religious justification of violence to be neutralised on the basis of the Christological and 

Trinitarian truth of God.” 

“In Chapter IV, 'Faith Faced with the Full Force of Reason', we strive to illustrate the 

approximations and philosophical implications of thought about God. Various points of 

discussion with modern atheism, broadly channelled into the theses of a radical 

anthropological naturalism, are considered first of all. Then?also for the benefit of 

interreligious comparison with regard to monotheism?we offer a sort of philosophical-

theological meditation on the integration of the revelation of the intimately relational 

disposition of God and the traditional conception of God’s absolute simplicity.” 

“Finally, in Chapter V, 'The Children of God Scattered and Gathered', we summarise the 

specifically Christian elements which determine the Church’s task of witnessing to the 

reconciliation both of God and humanity and of human beings with one another. Christian 

revelation purifies religion, by restoring to the latter its fundamental role in the human search 

for meaning. For that reason, in our invitation to reflection we are very conscious of the 

particular need?especially in today’s cultural context?always to treat together the theological 

content and the historical development of the Christian revelation of God.” 

POPE RECEIVES ECUMENICAL DELEGATION FROM FINLAND; URGES 

CONTINUOUS EFFORT FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY  

Vatican City, 17 January 2014 (VIS) - Today the Pope received in audience an ecumenical 

delegation from the Lutheran Church of Finland during their annual pilgrimage to Rome. 

They have been celebrating the feast of Saint Henry of Uppsala, patron saint of Finland, in 

this manner for 25 years now. 

The Holy Father addressed them, saying: “The Apostle asks the members of the community 

of Corinth, marked by divisions, 'Is Christ divided?' This question has been chosen as the 

theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian unity, which begins tomorrow. Today it is 

addressed to us. Faced with voices that no longer recognize the full and visible unity of the 

church as an achievable goal, we are invited to not give up our ecumenical efforts, faithful to 

what the Lord Jesus himself asked of the Father: 'That they may all be one'.” 

“At the present moment, the ecumenical path and relations among Christian are undergoing 

significant changes due primarily to the fact that we must profess our faith in the context of 

societies and cultures where reference to God, and everything that recalls the transcendent 

dimension of life, is always less present. We notice it especially in Europe, but not only 

here.” 

“It is precisely for this reason that it is necessary for our witness to concentrate upon the 

centre of our faith, upon the announcement of God's love that is made manifest in Christ, his 

Son. Here we find the room to grow in communion and in unity among, promoting spiritual 

ecumenism, which is born directly from the commandment of love that Jesus left his 

disciples. The Second Vatican Council also made reference to this dimension: 'This change of 

heart and holiness of life, along with public and private prayer for the unity of Christians, 
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should be regarded as the soul of the whole ecumenical movement, and merits the name, 

"spiritual ecumenism”.' Ecumenism is, in fact, a spiritual process, which is carried out in 

faithful obedience to the Father, in fulfilment of Christ's will, and under the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit.” 

Pope Francis bid the delegation from Finland farewell, inviting them all to “call tirelessly 

upon the help of the grace of God and the illumination of the Holy Spirit, bearer of 

reconciliation and communion, who leads us into full truth.” 

POPE FRANCIS RECEIVES WORKERS FROM VATICAN'S “FLORERIA”  

Vatican City, 17 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Clementine Hall of the Apostolic 

Palace, Pope Francis received employees from the Vatican's “Floreria” services. Their main 

task is preparing the adornments for audiences and ceremonies in St. Peter's Basilica and 

Square, the Paul VI Audience Hall, the Apostolic Palace, and the other papal basilicas. They 

are also in charge of furnishing and maintaining the Vatican apartments for the Pope and 

other bishops and prelates of the Curia. Its services include three workshops: one for the 

restoration and repair of textiles, one for woodworking, and one for gilding. 

“In these past months,” the Holy Father commented, “I have realized the importance of your 

work … which requires dedication, sacrifice of spirit, and much patience. I am thinking, for 

example, of the task of placing, each week, the thousands of chairs needed for the pilgrims 

who attend the general audiences as well as the work you carry out in the workshops. I 

wholeheartedly thank you for the care, the professionalism, and the willingness with which 

you carry out your work. I encourage you to persevere in the faithfulness to your tasks and to 

keep up amongst yourselves the atmosphere of serenity, mutual trust, and goodwill. This way 

of life and work will return to the benefit of the Vatican's entire working community.” 

In conclusion, the Bishop of Rome bid the workers farewell, invoking upon them and their 

family members the blessing of St. Joseph the Worker. 

A FARM IN THE CITY TO CELEBRATE ST. ANTHONY ABBOT  

Vatican City, 17 January 2014 (VIS) – Today, 17 January, marks the liturgical 

commemoration of St. Anthony Abbot, patron and protector of animals. Just as in years past 

for this feastday, St. Peter's square will be filled with animals. The Italian Association of 

Livestock Farmers (AIA) has organized a series of events in honour of their patron saint. 

The day began at 10:30 with Mass in the Vatican Basilica presided by Cardinal Angelo 

Comastri, vicar general of His Holiness for Vatican City. At noon there was a procession of 

horses and riders along Via della Conciliazione in which the military band of the IVth 

Regiment of mounted police will take part. After the procession, around 12:30, the guests of 

honour?cows, goats, rabbits, sheep, chickens, etc., and their owners?were blessed. 

The members of AIA also invited all residents with pets to join in the celebration and, if they 

wished, to make use of the free veterinary visit offered to their four-legged friends. 

Throughout the day, from 9:00am to 3:00pm, there was an exhibition of animals in the Pio 

XII Square directly in front of the Bernini colonnade around St. Peter's Square, an entire farm 

in the city, showcasing Italian livestock production. 

POPE FRANCIS: MAINTAIN HIGH ETHICAL LEVELS IN COMMUNICATION  

Vatican City, 18 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning, on the ninetieth anniversary of the 

beginning of radio transmissions and sixty years after the first television broadcasts by the 

RAI (the Italian state broadcasting company), its representatives were received in audience 

by the Pope who gave an address on the value and needs of the public information service. 
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The Holy Father commented that the collaboration between the Holy See and the RAI has 

made it possible for Italians to have access over the years first to the words, then also images 

of the Pope and events in the life of the Church, through the work of two Vatican entities, 

Vatican Radio and the Vatican Television Centre. He mentioned a number of events, 

including Vatican Council II, the election of the pontiffs, the Jubilee 2000 and the funeral of 

Blessed John Paul II. He also recalled a number of productions of a religious nature by the 

RAI during the 1960s and 1970s, such as the film “Francis” by Liliana Cavani (1966) and 

“The Acts of the Apostles” by Roberto Rossellini (1969), who collaborated with the future 

cardinal archbishop of Milan, then Fr. Carlo Maria Martini S.J. 

The RAI, he said, “has been a witness to processes of change in Italian society in its rapid 

transformations, and has contributed in a special way to the process of linguistic and cultural 

unification in Italy. … But recalling a past rich in conquests requires of us a renewed sense of 

responsibility for today and for tomorrow. I remind you all that your profession is not only 

informative but also formative; it is a public service, that is, a service for the common good. 

A service to truth, a service to goodness, and a service to beauty. All the professions that 

form the RAI … belong to an organisation that offers culture and entertainment, information 

and shows, reaching a significant part of the Italian people at any time of the day. It is a 

responsibility from which those who offer a public service may not abdicate”.  

Finally, the ethical quality of communication “is the result, in the final analysis, of 

consciences that are always attentive, never superficial, and always respectful towards others, 

both those who are the object of the information, and those who are intended to receive the 

messages. Everyone, in his own role and with his own responsibility, must be mindful to 

maintain high ethical levels in communication, and to avoid those things that can cause so 

much damage: disinformation, defamation, and calumny”.  

Pope Francis concluded by encouraging the professionals in the field of communications to 

place themselves “at the service of the human, cultural and civil growth of society”. 

FINAL MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATIVE COMMISSION 

ON MEDJUGORJE  

Vatican City, 18 January 2014 (VIS) – The director of the Holy See Press Office, Fr. 

Federico Lombardi, S.J., confirmed that yesterday, Friday 17 January, the final meeting was 

held of of the International Investigative Commission on Medjugorje, instituted by the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith under the presidency of Cardinal Camillo Ruini. 

The Commission has completed its work and, as anticipated, the results of the study will be 

submitted to the competent jurisdiction of the aforementioned Congregation. 

CARDINAL CANIZARES, POPE'S SPECIAL ENVOY  

Vatican City, 18 January 2014 (VIS) – Cardinal Antonio Canizares Llovera, prefect of the 

Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, has been nominated 

by Pope Francis as his special envoy to Panama for the closing ceremony of the jubilee year 

convoked for the fifth centenary of the erection of the first diocese (Santa Maria la Antigua) 

on dry land in the American continent, to be held from 14 to 15 February 2014. 

BEING JESUS' DISCIPLES DOES NOT MEAN LIVING AS A BESIEGED CITADEL  

Vatican City, 19 January 2014 (VIS) – At midday Pope Francis appeared at the window of 

his study to pray the Angelus with the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square and, before the 

Marian prayer, he commented on today's Gospel reading in which St. John the Evangelist 

narrates the encounter between Jesus and the Baptist by the River Jordan. The Baptist sees 
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Jesus move through the crowd and recognises Him as God's envoy, exclaiming, “Behold, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”. 

“The verb translated as 'take away' literally means 'relieve', 'take upon oneself'”, explained the 

Pontiff. “Jesus came into the world with a precise mission: to free it from the bondage of sin, 

taking upon himself the guilt of humanity. How? Through love. There is no other way of 

defeating evil and sin other than through love, which leads to giving one's own life for others. 

In John the Baptist's account, Jesus has the features of the Servant of the Lord, who 'has 

borne our griefs and carried our sorrows' unto death on the Cross”. 

In the Jordan the Baptist encounters a man “who lines up with the sinners to be baptised, even 

though he has no need. A man who God has send to the world as a sacrificial lamb. In the 

New Testament, the word 'lamb' is recurrent, used always with reference to Jesus. This image 

of the lamb appears surprising; indeed, an animal that is certainly not characterised by 

strength or robustness takes upon its shoulders such an oppressive burden. The great weight 

of evil is removed and taken away by a weak and fragile creature, a symbol of obedience, 

docility and defenceless love, to the point of self-sacrifice. The lamb does not dominate, but 

instead it is docile; it is peaceful, not aggressive; it does not show its claws or bare its teeth 

when faced with attackers, but instead suffers and submits. And this is how Jesus is: like a 

lamb”. 

“What does it mean for the Church, for us today, to be disciples of Jesus, lamb of God?” 

asked Pope Francis. “It is a good task! As Christians we must replace malice with innocence, 

force with love, pride with humility, and prestige with service. Being disciples of the Lamb 

means living not like a besieged citadel, but rather as city set on a mountain, open, 

welcoming and supportive. It does not mean adopting a closed attitude, but rather proposing 

the Gospel to all, showing by the witness of our lives that following Jesus makes us freer and 

more joyful”. 

MIGRANTS: DO NOT LOSE HOPE FOR A BETTER WORLD  

Vatican City, 19 January 2014 (VIS) – Following the Angelus prayer, the Pope commented 

that today is World Day of Migrants and Refugees, a theme he explored in his message 

“Migrants and Refugees: towards a better world”, published a month ago. 

“I offer a special greeting to the different ethnic communities gathered here”, he said, “in 

particular the Catholic communities in Rome. … You are close to the heart of the Church, 

because the Church is a people journeying towards the Kingdom of God, which Jesus Christ 

has brought among us. Do not lose hope for a better world! I hope that you may live in peace 

in your host countries, while safeguarding the values of your cultures of origin”. 

Pope Francis also thanked those who work with migrants, “welcoming them and 

accompanying them in difficult moments, to defend them from those that the Blessed 

Scalabrini defined as 'brokers of human flesh', who seek to make slaves of migrants. I 

especially wish to thank the Congregation of Missionaries of St. Charles, the Scalabrinian 

fathers and sisters who do great good to the Church and become migrants with the migrants”. 

“In this moment let us think of the many migrants and refugees, and of their suffering, their 

life, so often without work, without documents, and with great pain; and let us pray together 

for the migrants and refugees who experience more serious and difficult situations”, 

concluded the Pope, inviting those present to pray the Hail Mary. 

POPE FRANCIS THANKS VATICAN PUBLIC SECURITY WORKERS AND 

AGENTS  
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Vatican City, 20 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning, for the first time in his pontificate, 

Pope Francis received in audience the workers and agents of the General Inspectorate for 

Public Security at the Vatican. It is an entity within the Italian police force, responsible for 

the protection of the pontiff during his visits within Italian territory and vigilance in St. 

Peter's Square, in agreement with the authorities of the Holy See. 

The Holy Father thanked them for their work, especially in St. Peter's Square. “We are all 

aware of the need to guarantee the protection of the special characteristics of this unique 

place, ensuring its nature as a sacred and universal space. This requires a discreet but 

attentive vigilance. Indeed, in St. Peter's Square people are serene, one moves calmly and is 

able to appreciate a feeling of peace”. 

He also referred to the work carried out by officers during events attended by large numbers 

of faithful, who come from all over the world to see the Pope or to pray before the tomb of St. 

Peter or those of his successors, “especially those of John XXIII and John Paul II”. It is a task 

that requires “technical and professional preparation, along with careful vigilance, politeness 

and dedication. Pilgrims and tourists, as well as those who work in the various offices of the 

Holy See, know that they are able to count on your cordial assistance”. 

The Bishop of Rome did not neglect to thank them for their efficient activity during the days 

preceding the Conclave following the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI, and he took the 

opportunity provided by today's meeting to renew his sincere thanks, and those of his 

collaborators, to those who “offered their contribution to ensuring that everything took place 

with order and calm”.  

Finally, he expressed his wish that their service at the Vatican be for each member of the 

Inspectorate “an opportunity for growth in faith. Faith is the most valuable treasure that your 

families have entrusted to you, and that you are called upon to transmit to your children. It is 

important to rediscover the message of the Gospel and to welcome it in the depths of your 

own conscience and in the reality of everyday life, witnessing God's love with courage in 

every environment, including the workplace”. 

TRUST IN THE LORD: THE KEY TO SUCCESS IN LIFE  

Vatican City, 20 January 2014 (VIS) – At 4 p.m. on Sunday the Holy Father visited the 

Roman parish of “Sacro Cuore di Gesù a Castro Pretorio”. Upon arrival he greeted the 

faithful of the parish and children baptised during the last few months, accompanied by their 

parents, recently married couples and young families.  

The Pope encountered some aspects of the life of the area, meeting with the poor and 

homeless who live close to Termini Station and a group of refugees whom he encouraged to 

feel at home. 

He confessed five penitents and at 6 p.m. celebrated the Eucharist in the basilica. The Pope's 

homily drew on the passage of the Gospel in which John baptises Jesus, saying “Behold, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”. 

“Jesus is called the Lamb: He is the Lamb Who takes upon Himself the sin of the world. One 

might think, how can a little lamb, so weak, take on so many sins, so much malice? With 

love. With his meekness. Jesus never ceased to be a lamb: meek, good, full of love, close to 

the little ones, close to the poor. … But he had the strength to bear the weight of all our sins, 

all of them. 'But, Father, you don't know my life: I have one that... I wouldn't be able to carry 

that weight, even with a truck'. So often, when we look into our conscience, we find some 

sins that are very great! But He takes them on. He came to us for this reason – to forgive, to 

make peace in the world, but first of all in our hearts. Perhaps some of us have sorrow in our 
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hearts, perhaps we have darkness in our hearts, perhaps we feel a little sad for the guilt we 

bear... He came to relieve us of all this - He gives us peace, and He forgives all”. 

“We often place our trust in a doctor, and this is good, because doctors are there to cure us. 

We trust in people: brothers and sisters who are able to help us. It is good to have this human 

trust between us. But we forget our trust in the Lord: and this is the key to success in life. 

Trust in the Lord – let us entrust ourselves to the Lord!”. He concluded, “this is a gamble we 

must take: to entrust ourselves to Him. And He never disappoints. Never, never! Listen 

carefully, boys and girls, those of you who are starting out in life now: Jesus never 

disappoints”. 

Pope Francis concluded his visit by meeting with the Salesian community in charge of the 

parish, Fr. Valerio Baresi S.D.B., and the Missionary Sisters of the Risen Christ. Finally, 

before returning to the Vatican, the Holy Father paused to speak with the young people of the 

parish. 

PRESENTATION OF THE LAMBS ON THE FEAST OF ST. AGNES  

Vatican City, 21 January 2014 (VIS) – Today, on the liturgical memory of St. Agnes, the 

lambs which had been blessed in the basilica where the saint is entombed on the Via 

Nomentana in Rome were presented to the Pope. The wool of these lambs is used to weave 

the pallia for the new metropolitan archbishops.  

The pallium – a white stole adorned with six black crosses – is a liturgical vestment worn by 

the Pope and the metropolitan archbishops in their Churches and in those of their Provinces. 

The pallia are stored in a casket near the Confessio Petri and the pontiff bestows them upon 

the new archbishops on the Solemnity of the Saints Peter and Paul, as a sign of union with the 

Apostolic See. 

The nuns of the Roman convent of San Lorenzo in Panisperna raise the lambs who are 

offered to the Holy Father by the Canons Regular of the Lateran on the feast day of St. 

Agnes, martyred in the year 305 and depicted with a lamb according to the traditional 

iconography. 

APOSTOLATE OF THE SEA: STRENGTHENING SOLIDARITY BETWEEN 

NATIONS  

 

Vatican City, 21 January 2014 (VIS) – “We cannot ignore the pitiful situation in which many 

fisherman and their families live. … And we offer a special thought for those seafarers who 

are still being held hostage by pirates, and for their families who await their release”. With 

these words, Cardinal Antonio Maria Veglio, president of the Pontifical Council for the 

Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, inaugurated the Annual Meeting of the Co-

ordinators of the Apostolate of the Sea, currently being held in Rome until 24 January. The 

participants will attend the Pope's general audience tomorrow, 22 January. 

In his address, the cardinal made a plea to chaplains and those who are responsible for 

offering assistance to seafarers to give all possible support to those who are experiencing the 

drama of kidnapping at sea, and to show their families “the loving face of the Church”. He 

recalled that Blessed John Paul II had urged the promotion of an ecumenical spirit in the 

maritime world, to encourage co-operation and mutual co-ordination of projects involving the 

Episcopal Conferences and local Ordinaries, adapting them to the current scenario. In view of 

the phenomenon of the opening of new trade routes and the merging of companies in order to 

maximise efficiency and profit, the cardinal emphasised the need to strengthen solidarity 

between nations and to share resources. 
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The Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, to guide the 

activity of the Apostolate of the Sea more effectively, has divided the world into nine regions: 

North America and the Caribbean, Latin America, Indian Ocean Africa, Western Africa, 

Europe, South Asia, South-East Asia, Arab Gulf States and Djibouti. 

Speakers at the meeting include Roberto Giorgi, president of the company Vships, world 

leader in the field of maritime services, in trade, cruises, and the sectors of energy and 

defence, who will speak about current trends, developments and the main problems the 

maritime sector will face over the next five years. Msgr. Giacomo Martino, consultor of the 

dicastery and John Green of the Apostolate of the Sea in Great Britain will speak about the 

current economic crisis and how networking and sharing pastoral experiences can contribute 

to facing it. Msgr. Martino will also give a presentation on the tragic subject of the modern 

slavery that affects a growing number of fisherman who are victims of forced labour on sub-

standard ships where their lives are placed at risk, on human trafficking and sexual 

exploitation. The lawyer Deirdre Fitzpatrick, director of Seafarers' Right International (SRI), 

which deals with the defence of seamen, will speak about the many violations of their rights. 

 

GENERAL AUDIENCE: THE DIVISION OF CHRISTIANS MUST STOP  

Vatican City, 22 January 2014 (VIS) – Pope Francis dedicated the catechesis of this 

Wednesday's general audience to the Prayer Week for Christian Unity, which ends next 

Saturday, the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. It is a spiritual initiative in which Christian 

communities have participated for over one hundred years, and is a time dedicated to prayer 

for the unity of all baptised persons, in accordance with Christ's will “that they may all be 

one”. Every year an ecumenical group from one region in the world, under the guidance of 

the Ecumenical Council of Churches and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 

Unity, suggests the theme and prepares the activities for the Prayer Week. This year the 

initiatives will be prepared by the Churches and Ecclesiastical Communities of Canada, who 

have proposed the question posed by St. Paul to the Christians of Corinth: “Is Christ 

divided?” 

“No, Christ is not divided”, said the Holy Father. “But we must recognise sincerely, although 

with suffering, that our communities continue to experience divisions, which are a scandal. 

There is no other word for it: the divisions between Christians are a scandal”. Evoking the 

words of St. Paul, he added, “Each one of you is saying, 'I am of Paul', and 'I of Apollos', and 

'I of Cephas', and 'I of Christ'. Even those who named Christ as their leader were not 

applauded by Paul, because they used Christ's name to separate themselves from others 

within the Christian community. But the name of Christ creates communion and unity, not 

division! Baptism and the Cross are central elements in our common Christian discipleship. 

Divisions, on the other hand, weaken the credibility and effectiveness of our commitment to 

evangelization”. 

In his Letter, the Apostle rebukes the Corinthians for their divisions, but also gives thanks to 

the Lord because the community has been enriched in Jesus Christ, “in all speech and all 

knowledge”. “These words are not a simple formality, but rather the sign that first and 

foremost he sees God's gifts to the community, for which he is sincerely joyful. In spite of the 

suffering of divisions, which unfortunately persist to this day, we welcome Paul's words as an 

invitation to rejoice sincerely in the grace conceded by God to other Christians. We have 

experienced the same baptism, the same Holy Spirit has bestowed grace upon us, so let us 

rejoice!”. 
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“It is good to recognise the grace with which God blesses us and, moreover, to find in other 

Christians something which we need, something we can receive as a gift from our brothers 

and sisters”, continued the Bishop of Rome. The Canadian group which has prepared this 

Prayer Week has not invited the communities to think about what they might give to their 

Christian neighbours, but rather has exhorted us to encounter one another to understand what 

all communities can receive from time to time from the others. This requires something more. 

It requires humility, reflection and continual conversion. Let us follow this path, praying for 

Christian unity and an end to this scandal”, he concluded. 

 

NEW CALL FOR PEACE IN SYRIA  

Vatican City, 22 January 2014 (VIS) – After his catechesis, the Pope commented that an 

international Conference in support of peace in Syria opens in Montreux, Switzerland today, 

to be followed by the Geneva II Peace negotiations which will begin on 24 January. 

“I pray that the Lord may touch the hearts of all so that, seeking together the greater good of 

the Syrian population, so sorely troubled, they may spare no efforts in urgently bringing to an 

end the violence in this conflict that has already caused too much suffering. I hope that the 

dear Syrian nation may embark on a decisive path towards reconciliation, concordance and 

restructuring with the participation of all citizens, so that each person may regard his peers 

not as enemies or competitors, but rather as brothers to be welcomed and embraced”. 

 

FAITH IS AN INSTRUMENT OF UNITY  

Vatican City, 22 January 2014 (VIS) – In his greetings in various languages, the Pope, 

addressing the Arab-speaking faithful – especially those from Egypt – said, “May faith be not 

a reason for division but rather an instrument of unity and communion with God and with our 

brothers. May the invocation of the name of the Lord be not a reason for closure but rather a a 

way to open the heart to the love that unites and enriches”. 

 

He also greeted, in Italian, the participants in the Meeting of Regional Co-ordinators of the 

Apostolate of the Sea, exhorting them to “be the voice of those workers who live far from 

their loved ones and face dangerous situations and troubles”. 

 

POPE'S MESSAGE FOR THE WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM IN DAVOS  

Vatican City, 22 January 2014 (VIS) – The participants in the 44th World Economic Forum, 

to be held in Davos-Klosters, Switzerland, have received a message from Pope Francis, in 

which he invites the Heads of State, economists and businesspeople attending the meeting to 

approach economics from an inclusive perspective, taking into account the dignity of every 

human person and the common good. The Pope also manifested his hope that this encounter 

may represent an opportunity for in-depth reflection on the causes of the economic crisis that 

has gripped the world during recent years. 

The 2014 edition of the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum will be attended by 40 

heads of State and Government and more than 2,500 other participants from around 100 

countries, 1,500 of whom are business leaders from the thousand companies that make up the 

Forum, as well as representatives of international organisations, civil society, the media, 

education and arts. 



Pope Francis: January 2014 

 

 30  

Compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

Published below is the Pope's message to Klaus Schwab, executive president of the World 

Economic Forum, which was read by Cardinal Peter Kodwo Appiah Turkson, president of 

the Pontifical Council “Justice and Peace”. 

“I am very grateful for your kind invitation to address the annual meeting of the World 

Economic Forum, which, as is customary, will be held at Davos-Klosters at the end of this 

month. Trusting that the meeting will provide an occasion for deeper reflection on the causes 

of the economic crisis affecting the world these past few years, I would like to offer some 

considerations in the hope that they might enrich the discussions of the Forum and make a 

useful contribution to its important work. 

“Ours is a time of notable changes and significant progress in different areas which have 

important consequences for the life of humanity. In fact, 'we must praise the steps being taken 

to improve people’s welfare in areas such as health care, education and communications' 

(Evangelii Gaudium, 52), in addition to many other areas of human activity, and we must 

recognize the fundamental role that modern business activity has had in bringing about these 

changes, by stimulating and developing the immense resources of human intelligence. 

Nonetheless, the successes which have been achieved, even if they have reduced poverty for 

a great number of people, often have led to a widespread social exclusion. Indeed, the 

majority of the men and women of our time still continue to experience daily insecurity, often 

with dramatic consequences. 

“In the context of your meeting, I wish to emphasize the importance that the various political 

and economic sectors have in promoting an inclusive approach which takes into consideration 

the dignity of every human person and the common good. I am referring to a concern that 

ought to shape every political and economic decision, but which at times seems to be little 

more than an afterthought. Those working in these sectors have a precise responsibility 

towards others, particularly those who are most frail, weak and vulnerable. It is intolerable 

that thousands of people continue to die every day from hunger, even though substantial 

quantities of food are available, and often simply wasted. Likewise, we cannot but be moved 

by the many refugees seeking minimally dignified living conditions, who not only fail to find 

hospitality, but often, tragically, perish in moving from place to place. I know that these 

words are forceful, even dramatic, but they seek both to affirm and to challenge the ability of 

this assembly to make a difference. In fact, those who have demonstrated their aptitude for 

being innovative and for improving the lives of many people by their ingenuity and 

professional expertise can further contribute by putting their skills at the service of those who 

are still living in dire poverty. 

“What is needed, then, is a renewed, profound and broadened sense of responsibility on the 

part of all. 'Business is - in fact - a vocation, and a noble vocation, provided that those 

engaged in it see themselves challenged by a greater meaning in life' (Evangelii Gaudium, 

203). Such men and women are able to serve more effectively the common good and to make 

the goods of this world more accessible to all. Nevertheless, the growth of equality demands 

something more than economic growth, even though it presupposes it. It demands first of all 

'a transcendent vision of the person' (Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate, 11), because 'without 

the perspective of eternal life, human progress in this world is denied breathing-space' (ibid.). 

It also calls for decisions, mechanisms and processes directed to a better distribution of 

wealth, the creation of sources of employment and an integral promotion of the poor which 

goes beyond a simple welfare mentality. 

“I am convinced that from such an openness to the transcendent a new political and business 

mentality can take shape, one capable of guiding all economic and financial activity within 

the horizon of an ethical approach which is truly humane. The international business 
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community can count on many men and women of great personal honesty and integrity, 

whose work is inspired and guided by high ideals of fairness, generosity and concern for the 

authentic development of the human family. I urge you to draw upon these great human and 

moral resources and to take up this challenge with determination and far-sightedness. 

Without ignoring, naturally, the specific scientific and professional requirements of every 

context, I ask you to ensure that humanity is served by wealth and not ruled by it. 

“Dear Mr Chairman and friends: I hope that you may see in these brief words a sign of my 

pastoral concern and a constructive contribution to help your activities to be ever more noble 

and fruitful. I renew my best wishes for a successful meeting, as I invoke divine blessings on 

you and the participants of the Forum, as well as on your families and all your work”. 

 

A CHURCH WHO WISHES TO COMMUNICATE  

Vatican City, 23 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning a press conference was held in the Holy 

See Press Office during which Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli, president of the Pontifical 

Council for Social Communications, and Professor Chiara Giaccardi of the faculty of 

philosophy and letters of the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart in Milan, Italy, 

presented the Holy Father's message for the 48th World Day of Social Communication, 

entitled, “Communication at the service of an authentic culture of encounter”. 

Archbishop Celli explained that “in the message, there clearly emerges the image of a Church 

who wishes to communicate, who wishes to enter into dialogue with men and women of 

today, aware of the role that has been entrusted to her in this context. The Pope has 

mentioned the theme of the culture of encounter many times, inviting the Church and her 

members to face various dimensions and needs specific to this culture. In the text two broad 

wavelengths can be seen. The first part of the message is directed towards the world of 

communication in the lay context, in which the Pope offers useful reflections for those who 

have not taken the religious option in life but who are nonetheless called upon to perceive or 

are already aware of the profound human value of the world of communication”. 

“However, it is in addressing the Lord's disciples that the message demonstrates its specific 

tone, depth and frequency, and the reference to the parable of the good Samaritan is 

particularly evocative, as it helps us to understand communication in terms of proximity to 

others. … From this perspective, a challenge emerges to all of us who endeavour to be the 

Lord's disciples: to discover that the digital network can be a place rich in humanity, a 

network not of cables but rather of human beings”. 

The president of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications emphasised that the 

message is “eminently Franciscan”, as it shows a profound harmony between the image of 

the Church as portrayed by the Pope and the world of communication. “It is undeniable that 

speaking about the culture of encounter means focusing on others, and the Church may not 

abdicate her role of 'accompanying, of going beyond merely listening; a Church who walks 

the path alongside us'. Three words resound in these texts: neighbourliness, solidarity, 

encounter. … If the culture of encounter means attention to and solidarity with man in the 

reality of the path he walks daily, then it must be able, through respectful dialogue, to lead 

today's men and women towards the encounter with Christ”. 

In her address, Professor Giaccardi observed that, taking as a starting point the fundamental 

dimension of encounter, the Pope's document offers at least three clear indications for 

interpreting the contemporary world where the means of communication, above all the digital 

media, are almost omnipresent. “First of all”, she said, “communication is by definition a 

human, rather than a technological conquest. Technology may facilitate or hinder, but it does 
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not determine. … If the anthropological dimension prevails over the technological, then any 

form of determinism should be denied. The internet does not make us more sociable, nor does 

it cause us to be more alone. We must not, therefore, use it as an alibi or as a scapegoat 

instead of assuming our own responsibilities. Secondly, understanding communication in 

terms of solidarity, rather than transmission (which may easily take place from a distance), 

has profound implications for education, formation, training, and catechesis. … Thirdly, 

when the word and life are in profound harmony, the communicator is credible. Witness, or 

rather the word incarnate, brings warmth and beauty to all paths, digital ones included”. 

Finally, Giaccardi commented on the image of the good Samaritan, referred to by the Pope in 

the message as the “parable of the communicator”, emphasising that “the Samaritan was 

neither a technician nor a specialist”, and that “knowledge or social prestige are not enough to 

make us capable of communicating, let alone fully human; it is a reproach to the 'Church of 

functionaries', but also to journalists (and intellectuals) and their world which is certainly not 

immune to self-referentiality”. 

“Journalists, and also academics, must decide which side they are on: the world is injured and 

journalists depict this, by their 'right to inform', claiming neutrality and objectivity, then pass 

on to the next story. Or worse, they can be scoundrels who manipulate and distort reality, 

without giving due consideration to the consequences of their actions and their words, in 

order to obtain personal advantage. Or, on the other hand, they can be like the good 

Samaritan, who looks benevolently upon the wounded … who tries to help him as best he 

can, and calls others to action, giving rise to a chain reaction on the basis of his witness”. 

 

POPE'S MESSAGE FOR THE 48TH WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL 

COMMUNICATIONS  

Vatican City, 23 January 2014 (VIS) – “Communication at the service of an authentic culture 

of encounter” is the title of Pope Francis' message for the 48th World Day of Social 

Communications, the only world day established by Vatican Council II (Inter Mirifica, 1963), 

which is celebrated on the Sunday before the feast of Pentecost (which falls on 1 June 2014). 

The message is dated 24 January, memorial of St. Francis of Sales, patron saint of 

communicators. The full text of the message is published below:  

“Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

“Today we are living in a world which is growing ever 'smaller' and where, as a result, it 

would seem to be easier for all of us to be neighbours. Developments in travel and 

communications technology are bringing us closer together and making us more connected, 

even as globalization makes us increasingly interdependent. Nonetheless, divisions, which 

are sometimes quite deep, continue to exist within our human family. On the global level we 

see a scandalous gap between the opulence of the wealthy and the utter destitution of the 

poor. Often we need only walk the streets of a city to see the contrast between people living 

on the street and the brilliant lights of the store windows. We have become so accustomed to 

these things that they no longer unsettle us. Our world suffers from many forms of exclusion, 

marginalization and poverty, to say nothing of conflicts born of a combination of economic, 

political, ideological, and, sadly, even religious motives. 

“In a world like this, media can help us to feel closer to one another, creating a sense of the 

unity of the human family which can in turn inspire solidarity and serious efforts to ensure a 

more dignified life for all. Good communication helps us to grow closer, to know one another 

better, and ultimately, to grow in unity. The walls which divide us can be broken down only 

if we are prepared to listen and learn from one another. We need to resolve our differences 
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through forms of dialogue which help us grow in understanding and mutual respect. A culture 

of encounter demands that we be ready not only to give, but also to receive. Media can help 

us greatly in this, especially nowadays, when the networks of human communication have 

made unprecedented advances. The internet, in particular, offers immense possibilities for 

encounter and solidarity. This is something truly good, a gift from God. 

“This is not to say that certain problems do not exist. The speed with which information is 

communicated exceeds our capacity for reflection and judgement, and this does not make for 

more balanced and proper forms of self-expression. The variety of opinions being aired can 

be seen as helpful, but it also enables people to barricade themselves behind sources of 

information which only confirm their own wishes and ideas, or political and economic 

interests. The world of communications can help us either to expand our knowledge or to lose 

our bearings. The desire for digital connectivity can have the effect of isolating us from our 

neighbours, from those closest to us. We should not overlook the fact that those who for 

whatever reason lack access to social media run the risk of being left behind. 

“While these drawbacks are real, they do not justify rejecting social media; rather, they 

remind us that communication is ultimately a human rather than technological achievement. 

What is it, then, that helps us, in the digital environment, to grow in humanity and mutual 

understanding? We need, for example, to recover a certain sense of deliberateness and calm. 

This calls for time and the ability to be silent and to listen. We need also to be patient if we 

want to understand those who are different from us. People only express themselves fully 

when they are not merely tolerated, but know that they are truly accepted. If we are genuinely 

attentive in listening to others, we will learn to look at the world with different eyes and come 

to appreciate the richness of human experience as manifested in different cultures and 

traditions. We will also learn to appreciate more fully the important values inspired by 

Christianity, such as the vision of the human person, the nature of marriage and the family, 

the proper distinction between the religious and political spheres, the principles of solidarity 

and subsidiarity, and many others. 

“How, then, can communication be at the service of an authentic culture of encounter? What 

does it mean for us, as disciples of the Lord, to encounter others in the light of the Gospel? In 

spite of our own limitations and sinfulness, how do we draw truly close to one another? 

These questions are summed up in what a scribe – a communicator – once asked Jesus: 'And 

who is my neighbour?' (Lk 10:29). This question can help us to see communication in terms 

of 'neighbourliness'. We might paraphrase the question in this way: How can we be 

'neighbourly' in our use of the communications media and in the new environment created by 

digital technology? I find an answer in the parable of the Good Samaritan, which is also a 

parable about communication. Those who communicate, in effect, become neighbours. The 

Good Samaritan not only draws nearer to the man he finds half dead on the side of the road; 

he takes responsibility for him. Jesus shifts our understanding: it is not just about seeing the 

other as someone like myself, but of the ability to make myself like the other. 

Communication is really about realizing that we are all human beings, children of God. I like 

seeing this power of communication as 'neighbourliness'. 

“Whenever communication is primarily aimed at promoting consumption or manipulating 

others, we are dealing with a form of violent aggression like that suffered by the man in the 

parable, who was beaten by robbers and left abandoned on the road. The Levite and the priest 

do not regard him as a neighbour, but as a stranger to be kept at a distance. In those days, it 

was rules of ritual purity which conditioned their response. Nowadays there is a danger that 

certain media so condition our responses that we fail to see our real neighbour. 
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“It is not enough to be passers-by on the digital highways, simply 'connected'; connections 

need to grow into true encounters. We cannot live apart, closed in on ourselves. We need to 

love and to be loved. We need tenderness. Media strategies do not ensure beauty, goodness 

and truth in communication. The world of media also has to be concerned with humanity, it 

too is called to show tenderness. he digital world can be an environment rich in humanity; a 

network not of wires but of people. The impartiality of media is merely an appearance; only 

those who go out of themselves in their communication can become a true point of reference 

for others. Personal engagement is the basis of the trustworthiness of a communicator. 

Christian witness, thanks to the internet, can thereby reach the peripheries of human 

existence. 

“As I have frequently observed, if a choice has to be made between a bruised Church which 

goes out to the streets and a Church suffering from self-absorption, I certainly prefer the first. 

Those 'streets' are the world where people live and where they can be reached, both 

effectively and affectively. The digital highway is one of them, a street teeming with people 

who are often hurting, men and women looking for salvation or hope. By means of the 

internet, the Christian message can reach 'to the ends of the earth' (Acts 1:8). Keeping the 

doors of our churches open also means keeping them open in the digital environment so that 

people, whatever their situation in life, can enter, and so that the Gospel can go out to reach 

everyone. We are called to show that the Church is the home of all. Are we capable of 

communicating the image of such a Church? Communication is a means of expressing the 

missionary vocation of the entire Church; today the social networks are one way to 

experience this call to discover the beauty of faith, the beauty of encountering Christ. In the 

area of communications too, we need a Church capable of bringing warmth and of stirring 

hearts. 

“Effective Christian witness is not about bombarding people with religious messages, but 

about our willingness to be available to others 'by patiently and respectfully engaging their 

questions and their doubts as they advance in their search for the truth and the meaning of 

human existence' (BENEDICT XVI, Message for the 47th World Communications Day, 

2013). We need but recall the story of the disciples on the way to Emmaus. We have to be 

able to dialogue with the men and women of today, to understand their expectations, doubts 

and hopes, and to bring them the Gospel, Jesus Christ himself, God incarnate, who died and 

rose to free us from sin and death. We are challenged to be people of depth, attentive to what 

is happening around us and spiritually alert. To dialogue means to believe that the 'other' has 

something worthwhile to say, and to entertain his or her point of view and perspective. 

Engaging in dialogue does not mean renouncing our own ideas and traditions, but the claim 

that they alone are valid or absolute. 

“May the image of the Good Samaritan who tended to the wounds of the injured man by 

pouring oil and wine over them be our inspiration. Let our communication be a balm which 

relieves pain and a fine wine which gladdens hearts. May the light we bring to others not be 

the result of cosmetics or special effects, but rather of our being loving and merciful 

'neighbours' to those wounded and left on the side of the road. Let us boldly become citizens 

of the digital world. The Church needs to be concerned for, and present in, the world of 

communication, in order to dialogue with people today and to help them encounter Christ. 

She needs to be a Church at the side of others, capable of accompanying everyone along the 

way. The revolution taking place in communications media and in information technologies 

represents a great and thrilling challenge; may we respond to that challenge with fresh energy 

and imagination as we seek to share with others the beauty of God.” 
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ARCHBISHOP TOMASI: THERE IS NO MILITARY SOLUTION TO THE CRISIS 

IN SYRIA  

Vatican City, 23 January 2014 (VIS) – Archbishop Silvano M. Tomasi, head of the Holy See 

delegation, spoke yesterday at the international conference on Syria taking place in 

Montreux, Switzerland. The prelate remarked that “confronted with the indescribable 

suffering of the Syrian people, a sense of solidarity and common responsibility prompts us to 

engage in a dialogue which is based on honesty, mutual trust, and concrete steps” and 

stressed that dialogue is the only way forward. 

“There is no military solution to the Syrian crisis”, he said. “The Holy See is convinced that 

violence leads nowhere but to death, destruction and no future. … The Holy See renews its 

urgent appeal to all the parties concerned for the full and absolute respect for humanitarian 

law”. 

He presented various proposals, emphasising that “an immediate cease-fire without 

preconditions and the end to violence of all kinds should become a priority and the urgent 

goal of these negotiations”, to which he added that “all weapons should be laid down and 

specific steps should be taken to stop the flow of arms and arms funding that feed the 

escalation of violence and destruction, to leave room for the instruments of peace”. 

Likewise, he commented that the cessation of hostilities should be accompanied by 

“increased humanitarian assistance and the immediate start of reconstruction”, which should 

“start together with negotiations and should be sustained by the generous solidarity of the 

international community. In this process, young people should be given a preferential 

consideration so that through their employment and work they may become protagonists for a 

peaceful and creative future for their country”. 

“Community rebuilding calls for dialogue and reconciliation sustained by a spiritual 

dimension. The Holy See strongly encourages all religious faiths and communities in Syria to 

reach a deeper mutual knowledge, a better understanding and a restoration of trust”. 

He continued, “It is important that regional and international powers favour the ongoing 

dialogue and that regional problems be addressed. Peace in Syria could become a catalyst of 

peace in other parts of the region, and a model of that peace that is so urgently needed”. 

“Beyond the tragedies of the current crisis, new opportunities and original solutions for Syria 

and its neighbours can come about. … [so that] no-one is forced to leave his country because 

of intolerance and the inability to accept differences. In fact, the equality assured by common 

citizenship can allow the individual to express for himself and in community with others the 

fundamental values all persons hold indispensable to sustain their inner identity”. 

The archbishop concluded by emphasising that since the Syrian crisis began, the Holy See 

has been following its developments with deep concern and has constantly advocated that all 

parties involved commit themselves to the prevention of violence and to the provision of 

humanitarian assistance to all victims. 

The Holy See observer also referred to the many occasions on which the Pope has raised his 

voice “to remind people of the futility of violence, inviting a negotiated resolution of 

problems, calling for a just and equitable participation of everyone in the life of society”, and 

highlighted the convocation by the Holy Father of a Day of Prayer and Fasting for peace in 

Syria and the Middle East, which received an overwhelmingly positive response worldwide. 

He concluded by remarking that the culture of encounter and the culture of dialogue are “the 

only way to peace”. 
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THE POPE RECEIVES PRESIDENT HOLLANDE: CONSTRUCTIVE 

COLLABORATION IN MATTERS OF COMMON INTEREST  

Vatican City, 24 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning, in the Vatican Apostolic Palace, the 

Holy Father received in audience the president of the French Republic, Francois Hollande, 

who subsequently went on to meet with Archbishop Pietro Parolin, secretary of State, 

accompanied by Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with States. 

The colloquial discussions focused on the contribution of religion to the common good. 

Emphasising the good existing relations between France and the Holy See, the Parties made 

mention of their mutual commitment to maintaining a regular dialogue between the State and 

the Catholic Church and to collaborating constructively in questions of common interest. In 

the context of the defence and the promotion of the dignity of the human person, various 

matters of current relevance were discussed, such as the family, bioethics, respect for 

religious communities and the protection of places of worship. 

Attention then turned to matters of an international nature, such as poverty and development, 

migration and the environment, and in particular to the issue of conflicts in the Middle East 

and in some regions of Africa, and hope was expressed that peaceful social co-existence may 

be re-established in the countries affected, respecting the rights of all, especially ethnic and 

religious minorities. 

 

THE POPE TO THE ROMAN ROTA: BEHIND EVERY PLEA THERE ARE 

PEOPLE WHO SEEK JUSTICE  

Vatican City, 24 January 2014 (VIS) – “Your ministry, dear judges and employees of the 

Roman Rota Tribunal … is a service peculiar to the God of Love, who is close to every 

person. While you perform your judicial duties, do not forget that you are pastors! Behind 

every plea, every position, every case, there are people who seek justice”. 

With these words the Pope addressed the prelate auditors, employees and collaborators of the 

Tribunal of the Roman Rota, whom he encountered today for the first time during his 

pontificate for the opening of the judicial year, recalling that “the legal dimension and the 

pastoral dimension of ecclesial ministry are not opposed to one another, as both contribute to 

the aims and the unity of action proper to the Church”. 

“Ecclesial judicial activity, which takes the form of service to the truth in justice, has indeed a 

profoundly pastoral meaning, as it aspires to the pursuit of the good of the faithful and the 

edification of the Christian community. … Furthermore, dear judges, through your specific 

ministry you offer a competent contribution to facing emerging pastoral issues”. 

Pope Francis went on to briefly outline the profile of the ecclesiastical judge from human, 

judicial and pastoral perspectives. With regard to the first, the judge is required to 

demonstrate “a mature humanity, expressed in serenity of judgement and detachment from 

personal views. Human maturity also includes the capacity to identify with the mentality and 

legitimate aspirations of the community in which the judge serves. In this way he becomes an 

interpreter of the animus communitatis which characterises the part of the People of God that 
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is the subject of his work, and is able to practice a form of justice that is not legalistic or 

abstract, but instead adapted to real needs”. 

With regard to the judicial aspect, aside from the juridical and theological prerequisites, in the 

exercise of his ministry the judge must display “expertise in law, the objectivity of judgement 

and equity, judging with imperturbable and impartial neutrality. Furthermore, in his work he 

must be guided by the aim of protecting the truth, with respect for the law, without neglecting 

the tact and humanity appropriate to a pastor of souls”. 

Finally, considering the pastoral profile, “as an expression of the pastoral care of the Pope 

and the bishops, the judge is required to show not only confirmed competence, but also a 

genuine spirit of service. He is a servant of justice, called to handle and judge the condition of 

the faithful who turn to him with trust, in imitation of the Good Shepherd who tends to his 

injured sheep. For this, he is inspired by pastoral charity; that charity that God has poured 

into our hearts … and which also constitutes the soul of the role of the ecclesiastical judge”, 

concluded the Holy Father. 

 

POPE FRANCIS RECEIVES THE ITALIAN WOMEN'S CENTRE: BROADEN THE 

SPACE FOR WOMEN IN THE CHURCH  

Vatican City, 25 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning the Pope received in audience 

representatives of the CIF (Centro Italiano Femminile – Italian Women's Centre), on the 

occasion of their congress. This organisation was established in 1944 for the purpose of co-

ordinating women and associations of a Christian nature to contribute to the reconstruction of 

the country through democratic participation, human advancement and solidarity. Currently 

the CIF proposes to act with institutions for the full exercise of the rights of citizenship and 

collaboration with women from diverse cultural backgrounds. It works in the civil, social and 

cultural fields in order to contribute to the construction of a democracy of solidarity and co-

existence based on respect for human rights and the dignity of the person, in accordance with 

Christian spirit and principles, the Italian Constitution and laws, and European and 

international legislation. 

In his address, Pope Francis thanked the CIF for its work over the last sixty years and for the 

example its members have given regarding the role of women in society and in the ecclesial 

community, observing that during recent decades, “alongside other cultural and social 

transformations, also the identity and role of women in the family, in society and in the 

Church has seen significant changes, and in general the participation and responsibility of 

women has increased”. 

In this process, he recalled, “discernment on the part of the Magisterium of the Popes” has 

been, and still is, important, especially the publication in 1988 of Blessed John Paul II's 

Apostolic Letter “Mulieris dignitatem” on the dignity and vocation of women, and his 

Message for the 1995 World Day for Peace on the theme “Women: teachers of peace”. He 

continued, “I too have considered the indispensable contribution of women in society … I 

have rejoiced in seeing many women sharing some pastoral responsibility with priests in 

accompanying people, families and groups, as in theological reflection, and I have expressed 

my hope that greater room can be made for a more capillary and incisive female presence in 

the Church”. 

“If in the world of work and in the public sphere a more incisive contribution by the female 

gender is important, then this contribution also remains indispensable within the domain of 
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the family, which for Christians is not simply a private space, but rather that 'domestic 

Church' whose health and prosperity is a condition for the health and prosperity of the Church 

of society itself”, he added. “At this point it is natural to ask: how is it possible for women to 

increase their effective presence in many contexts within the public sphere, in the world of 

work and in places where the most important decisions are made, and at the same time 

maintaining their presence and preferential and entirely special attention in and for the 

family? Here it is the field of discernment that, aside from reflection on the reality of women 

in society, presupposes assiduous and persistent prayer”. 

“It is in dialogue with God, enlightened by prayer, that the Christian woman continually 

searches to answer the Lord's call, in the reality of her situation. This is a prayer that is 

always supported by the maternal presence of Mary. She, who cared for her divine Son, who 

propitiated his first miracle at the wedding at Cana, who was present on Calvary and at the 

Pentecost, shows you the road to take to deepen the meaning and role of women in society 

and to be fully faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ and to your mission in the world”. 

 

CARDINAL SARAH, POPE'S ENVOY TO THE AREAS AFFECTED BY TYPHOON 

HAIYAN-YOLANDA  

Vatican City, 25 January 2014 (VIS) – Cardinal Robert Sarah, president of the Pontifical 

Council “Cor Unum” will visit the areas struck by the typhoon Haiyan-Yolanda on 8 

November last year, on behalf of Pope Francis, as a gesture of consolation and spiritual 

closeness to the population, which now faces the task of reconstruction following the damage 

wrought by this natural disaster, and also to promote the network of assistance which is 

already active in these areas. 

The mission, according to a press release by “Cor Unum”, will take place from 26 to 31 

January, and it will be marked by three moments of special significance: a meeting with 

Filipino bishops, gathered in their Episcopal Conference in those days; an encounter with the 

president of the Republic of the Philippines, Benigno Aquino III, and a visit to the area of 

Tacloban, which was most severely affected by the typhoon. 

In the context of the visit, Cardinal Sarah will present, in the name of the Holy Father and 

through “Cor Unum”, a plan for the new building of an orphanage and a rest home for the 

elderly. The building will include, among other things, a small convent for the nuns, a chapel 

and a dispensary. 

According to recent reports by Caritas Philippines / Nassa, typhoon Haiyan-Yolanda caused 

over 5,500 deaths, more than 26,000 injuries, and almost 2,000 missing persons. Around 3,8 

million people, belonging to more than 851,000 families, were left homeless. In total, 12 

million people suffered damage or losses of various types, in 574 towns and cities, and now 

there are fears of epidemics. 

As soon as the Holy Father received the news, he decided to make a first contribution, 

through “Cor Unum”, of 150,000 dollars in emergency aid for the population, in support of 

the work carried out to assist those left homeless or otherwise affected by the floods, to be 

added to the funds contributed by the Church as a whole, the local Churches, parishes 

throughout the world, the Caritas network, and other national and diocesan agencies engaged 

in charitable works. 
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AMONG CHRISTIANS, UNITY IS ALWAYS GREATER THAN CONFLICT  

Vatican City, 26 January 2014 (VIS) – The 47th Prayer Week for Christian Unity – for which 

this year's theme is “Has Christ been divided?” – concluded yesterday afternoon, the 

solemnity of the Conversion of St. Paul, with the celebration of the second Vespers in the 

Roman basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-Walls. The event was attended by representatives of 

other Churches and ecclesiastical communities present in Rome. 

In his homily, Pope Francis, referring to the theme of the Prayer Week, drawn from St. Paul's 

letter to the Corinthians, observed that the Apostle was grieved to learn that the Christians of 

Corinth had split into various factions, and “could not even praise those who claimed to 

belong to Christ, since they were using the name of the one Saviour to set themselves apart 

from their other brothers and sisters within the community. In other words, the particular 

experience of each individual, or an attachment to certain significant persons in the 

community, had become a yardstick for judging the faith of others”. 

“Amid this divisiveness, Paul appeals to the Christians of Corinth 'by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ' to be in agreement, so that divisions will not reign among them, but rather a 

perfect union of mind and purpose. The communion for which the Apostle pleads, however, 

cannot be the fruit of human strategies”, continued the Pope. “Perfect union among brothers 

and sisters can only come from looking to the mind and heart of Christ. This evening, as we 

gather here in prayer, may we realise that Christ, who cannot be divided, wants to draw us to 

himself, to the sentiments of his heart, to his complete and confident surrender into the hands 

of the Father, to his radical self-emptying for love of humanity. Christ alone can be the 

principle, the cause and the driving force behind our unity. 

“As we find ourselves in his presence, we realise all the more that we may not regard 

divisions in the Church as something natural, inevitable in any form of human association. 

Our divisions wound Christ’s body, they impair the witness which we are called to give to 

him before the world”. The Bishop of Rome cited the Second Vatican Council’s Decree on 

Ecumenism, “Unitatis Redintegratio”, which affirms that “Christ the Lord founded one 

Church and one Church only. However, many Christian communities present themselves to 

people as the true inheritance of Jesus Christ; all indeed profess to be followers of the Lord 

but they differ in outlook and go their different ways, as if Christ were divided”, and adds, 

"such division openly contradicts the will of Christ, scandalises the world, and damages the 

sacred cause of preaching the Gospel to every creature". 

“We have all been damaged by these divisions. None of us wishes to become a cause of 

scandal. And so we are all journeying together, fraternally, on the road towards unity, 

bringing about unity even as we walk; that unity comes from the Holy Spirit and brings us 

something unique which only the Holy Spirit can do, that is, reconciling our differences. The 

Lord waits for us all, accompanies us all, and is with us all on this path of unity”. 

“Christ, dear friends, cannot be divided! This conviction must sustain and encourage us to 

persevere with humility and trust on the way to the restoration of full visible unity among all 

believers in Christ. Tonight I think of the work of two great Popes: Blessed John XXIII and 

Blessed John Paul II. ... Pope John blazed new trails which earlier would have been almost 

unthinkable. Pope John Paul held up ecumenical dialogue as an ordinary and indispensable 

aspect of the life of each Particular Church. With them, I think too of Pope Paul VI, another 

great promoter of dialogue; in these very days we are commemorating the fiftieth anniversary 

of his historic embrace with the Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople”. 

He continued, “The work of these, my predecessors, enabled ecumenical dialogue to become 

an essential dimension of the ministry of the Bishop of Rome, so that today the Petrine 
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ministry cannot be fully understood without this openness to dialogue with all believers in 

Christ. We can say also that the journey of ecumenism has allowed us to come to a deeper 

understanding of the ministry of the Successor of Peter, and we must be confident that it will 

continue to do so in the future. As we look with gratitude to the progress which the Lord has 

enabled us to make, and without ignoring the difficulties which ecumenical dialogue is 

presently experiencing, let us all pray that we may put on the mind of Christ and thus 

progress towards the unity which he wills. And to journey together is already to be making 

unity!” 

Finally, the Pope greeted the Metropolitan Gennadios, the representative of the Ecumenical 

Patriarch, David Moxon, the representative in Rome of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and all 

the representatives of the various Churches and Ecclesial Communities gathered in the 

basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-Walls. “With these two brothers representing everyone, we 

have prayed at the Tomb of Paul and have said to one another: 'Let us pray that he will help 

us on this path, on this path of unity and of love, as we advance towards unity'. Unity will not 

come about as a miracle at the very end. Rather, unity comes about in journeying; the Holy 

Spirit does this on the journey. If we do not walk together, if we do not pray for one another, 

if we do not collaborate in the many ways that we can in this world for the People of God, 

then unity will not come about! But it will happen on this journey, in each step we take. And 

it is not we who are doing this, but rather the Holy Spirit, who sees our goodwill”. 

“Let us ask the Lord Jesus, who has made us living members of his body, to keep us deeply 

united to him, to help us overcome our conflicts, our divisions and our self-seeking; and let us 

remember that unity is always better than conflict! And so may he help us to be united to one 

another by one force, by the power of love which the Holy Spirit pours into our hearts”, the 

Holy Father concluded. 

 

ANGELUS: GOD PREFERS TO REACH OUT FROM THE PERIPHERIES  

Vatican City, 26 January 2014 (VIS) – The beginning of Jesus' public life, starting from 

“Galilee of the Gentiles”, as it was called by the prophet Isaiah, was the topic of Pope 

Francis' reflection during this Sunday's Angelus, attended by thousands of faithful gathered in 

St. Peter's Square. 

Jesus' mission, he said, “did not set out from Jerusalem, the religious, social and political 

centre, but rather began in a peripheral zone, an area regarded with disdain by the most 

devout Jews, on account of the presence in the region of various foreign populations. For this 

reason, the prophet Isaiah referred to it as 'Galilee of the Gentiles'”.  

“It was a border area, a transit zone where people of different races, cultures and religions 

encountered one another. Galilee therefore became a symbolic place for the opening of the 

Gospel to all peoples. From this point of view, Galilee resembles today's world: the co-

presence of various cultures, the need for comparison and encounter. We too are immersed 

every day in a 'Galilee of the Gentiles', and in this type of context we can become fearful and 

give in to the temptation to build barriers, to feel more secure, more protected. But Jesus 

teaches us that the Good News He brings is not reserved for a part of humanity, but rather is 

to be communicated to all. It is a joyful proclamation, destined to all those who await it, but 

also to those who perhaps no longer await anything, or who no longer have even the strength 

to seek and to ask”. 

Setting out from Galilee, Jesus “teaches us that no-one is excluded from God's salvation; on 

the contrary, God prefers to begin in the periphery, with those who are last in line, to reach 

everyone. He teaches us a method, His method, which however expresses the content, the 
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mercy, of the Father. … We are all invited to heed this call, to come out of our own comfort 

zone and reach out to the peripheries in need of the light of the Gospel”. 

Jesus began his mission “not only from a location far from the centre, but also with men one 

might describe as having a 'low profile'. To choose his first disciples and future apostles, he 

did not seek in the schools of scribes or among doctors of the Law, but among simple people 

committed to preparing themselves for the coming of the Kingdom of God. Jesus goes to call 

them where they work, on the banks of the lake: they are fishermen. He calls them and they 

follow Him, immediately. They leave their nets and go with Him; their lives become an 

extraordinary and fascinating adventure”. 

“The Lord calls today too! The Lord passes along the streets of our everyday lives. Today, 

too, in this very moment, the Lord passes through the squares. He calls us to go with Him, to 

work with Him for the Kingdom of God, in the 'Galilees' of our times”. 

 

DECREES OF THE CONGREGATION FOR THE CAUSES OF SAINTS  

Vatican City, 27 January 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father today received in audience Cardinal 

Angelo Amato S.D.B., prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. During the 

audience he authorised the promulgation of decrees concerning the following causes: 

MARTYRDOM 

- Servant of God Pietro Asua Mendia, Spanish diocesan priest, killed in hatred of the faith in 

Liendo, Spain in 1936. 

HEROIC VIRTUES 

- Servant of God Giuseppe Girelli, Italian diocesan priest (1886-1978). 

- Servant of God Zacarias of St. Theresa (ne Zacarias Salterain Viscarra), Spanish professed 

priest of the Order of Discalced Carmelites (1887-1957). 

- Servant of God Marcelle Mallet, Canadian foundress of the Sisters of Charity of Quebec 

(1805-1871). 

- Servant of God Maria Benita Arias, Argentine foundress of the Servants of Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament (1822-1894). 

- Servant of God Margerita De Brincat, Maltese foundress of the Franciscan Sisters of the 

Heart of Jesus (1862-1952). 

- Servant of God Seraphine (nee Noemy Cinque), Brazilian professed nun of the 

Congregation of Adorers of the Blood of Christ (1913-1988). 

- Servant of God Elisabetta Sanna, Italian laywoman and professed Tertiary of the Order of 

Minims of St. Francis (1788-1857). 

 

LEPROSY SUFFERERS AND HOPE FOR PEACE IN THE POPE'S PRAYERS  

Vatican City, 27 January 2014 (VIS) – Following the Angelus prayer, the Holy Father 

recalled that “today is World Leprosy Day; this disease, although in regression, unfortunately 

still affects many people causing grave suffering. It is important to maintain solidarity with 

these brothers and sisters”, and asked those present to assure their prayers for all those who 

are afflicted. 
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Francis prayed for those affected by the violence in Ukraine, and for little Coco Campolongo, 

the three-year-old boy killed last week, burned inside a car in Cassano all'Jonio. 

The Pope also mentioned that, over the next few days, millions of people from the far East, 

including Chinese, Koreans and Vietnamese, will celebrate the new lunar year. He expressed 

his wish to all of them for a celebration full of joy and hope. 

Before greeting all the pilgrims present in the square, the Pontiff dedicated some words to 

Maria Cristina of Savoy, proclaimed a Blessed last Saturday in Naples. “A woman of 

profound spirituality and humility, she took upon herself the suffering of her people, 

becoming a true mother to the poor”, he said. “Her extraordinary example of charity 

demonstrates that the good life of the Gospel is possible in all environments and irrespective 

of social status”. 

Finally, two young people from Catholic Action read a message of peace to the Pope, for the 

conclusion of the “Caravan of Peace”. Pope Francis then released two doves from the 

window of his study as a symbol of peace. 

 

THIRTY-FIVE BISHOPS IN CUBA TO IMPROVE COMMUNICATION 

STRATEGIES  

Vatican City, 28 January 2014 (VIS) – The Pontifical Council for Social Communications is 

organising a seminar on communication, to be held in February in Havana, Cuba. During the 

four days during which the meeting will take place, the participants, thirty-five bishops from 

Central America and the Caribbean, will reflect upon the meaning of communication in 

today's world, how to communicate and what to communicate, according to Archbishop 

Claudio Maria Celli, president of the dicastery. 

The seminar will focus on the Pope's message for World Social Communications Day, 

“Communication at the service of an authentic culture of encounter”, and will have the 

principal aim of offering bishops the tools for improving their communication strategies in 

their dioceses. 

 

CONFIRMATION, THE SECOND SACRAMENT OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  

Vatican City, 29 January 2014 (VIS) – During this Wednesday's general audience Pope 

Francis, continuing his catechesis on the sacraments, focused on Confirmation, a sacrament 

which must be understood as “continuing from Baptism, to which it is indissolubly linked”. 

“These two sacraments, along with the Eucharist, constitute a single saving event – Christian 

initiation – in which we are brought into Christ who died and rose again, and become new 

creatures and members of the Church. This is because originally these three Sacraments were 

celebrated together, at the end of the catechumenal path, normally on Holy Saturday. This 

concluded the process of formation and gradual insertion into the Christian community, that 

could even take several years. It is a step by step process, first reaching Baptism, then 

Confirmation, and finally the Eucharist”. 

“In confirmation, we are anointed with oil. And indeed, through the oil known as the 'holy 

Chrism' we are conformed, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to Christ, who is the only true 

'anointed one' the Messiah, the Saint of God. The term 'confirmation' reminds us that this 

Sacrament involves growth from baptismal grace; it unites us more firmly with Christ; it 

completes our bond with the Church; it accords to us the special strength of the Holy Spirit in 
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order to spread and to defend the faith, to confess the name of Christ and never to be ashamed 

of His Cross”. 

“For this reason it is important that all our children receive this Sacrament”, he added. “We 

are all concerned about baptising them, but perhaps less so with regard to confirmation, and 

therefore they remain at a halfway point, and do not receive the Holy Spirit that gives us the 

strength to go forward in Christian life”. Therefore, “it is important to provide a good 

preparation for Confirmation, aiming to lead them towards personal adhesion to faith in 

Christ and to reawaken in them a sense of belonging to the Church”. 

“Confirmation, like every Sacrament, is not the work of men, but rather the work of God, 

Who takes care of our lives in order to mould us in the image of His Son, to make us able to 

love like Him. He infuses us with the Holy Spirit, whose action pervades the whole person 

and all of life, as is shown by the Seven Gifts that Tradition, in the light of the Sacred 

Scriptures, has always made clear: Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Knowledge, Fortitude, 

Piety and Fear of the Lord”, said the Bishop of Rome, announcing that these gifts will be the 

subject of his next catechesis, after the Sacraments. “When we welcome the Holy Spirit into 

our hearts and allow it to act, Christ Himself is made present in us and takes form in our 

lives; through us, it will be He Who prays, forgives, brings hope and consolation, serves our 

brothers, is close to the needy and the abandoned, Who creates communion and sows peace”. 

The Pope brought his catechesis to and end by urging those present to remember that they 

have received Confirmation, firstly “to thank the Lord for this gift, and then to ask Him for 

His help in living as true Christians, to always journey with joy according to the Holy Spirit 

that has been granted to us”. As he was concluding, it began to rain heavily and Pope Francis 

exclaimed, “It seems that on these last few Wednesdays, during the audience, we have been 

blessed from heaven! However, since you are brave, let us go ahead and continue...”. 

 

POPE FRANCIS: USURY, AN AFFRONT TO DIGNITY  

Vatican City, 29 January 2014 (VIS) – Following today's general audience, the Pope greeted 

the faithful present, offering some special words to the “Carta di Roma” and “Casa Alessia” 

associations, which both work to help the needy and refugees, and encouraged them to 

continue in their challenging work. He also greeted the families of workers from 

Castelfiorentino, Italy, recently made redundant following the closure of Shelbox due to the 

current economic crisis. “While I express my closeness to you, I hope also that the competent 

authorities will make every effort to ensure that work, which is the source of dignity, is a 

central concern for all”. 

Finally, he greeted the National Council of Anti-Usury Foundations. “I hope that these 

institutions may intensify their commitment alongside the victims of usury, a dramatic social 

ill. When a family has nothing to eat, because it has to make payments to usurers, this is not 

Christian, it is not human! This dramatic scourge in our society harms the inviolable dignity 

of the human person”. 

 

POPE'S MESSAGE TO THE PONTIFICAL ACADEMIES: FAITH KNOWS 

BECAUSE IT IS TIED TO LOVE  

Vatican City, 29 January 2014 (VIS) – Yesterday afternoon in the Great Hall of the St. Pius 

X Palace the Pontifical Academies celebrated their 18th Public Session, the theme of which 

was “Occulata Fides. Reading Truth with the eyes of Christ”. The work of the Session was 
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introduced by Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi, president of the Pontifical Council for Culture and 

the Council for Co-ordination between the Pontifical Academies. 

During the session, Archbishop Pietro Parolin, secretary of State, read a message from Pope 

Francis to the participants, recalling that this year's theme is drawn from a phrase of St. 

Thomas Aquinas, cited in the encyclical Lumen Fidei and which the Pontifical Academies 

debate in this document and the recent Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium”. 

“In both documents, I invite reflection on the 'enlightening' dimension of faith and on the 

connection between faith and truth, to be investigated not only with the mind's eye, but also 

that of the heart, that is, from the perspective of love”, writes the Pope. Faith knows because 

it is tied to love, because love itself brings light. The comprehension of faith is that which is 

born when we receive God's great love which transforms us within and gives us new eyes 

through which we see reality. … This has important consequences both in terms of how 

believers act, and for the way theologians work. 'Truth nowadays is often reduced to the 

subjective authenticity of the individual. A common truth intimidates us, for we identify it 

with the intransigent demands of totalitarian systems. But if truth is a truth of love, if it is a 

truth disclosed in personal encounter with the Other and with others, then it can be set free 

from its enclosure in individuals and become part of the common good. … Far from making 

us inflexible, the security of faith sets us on a journey; it enables witness and dialogue with 

all”. 

“This vision – of a journeying missionary Church – is that which is developed in the 

Apostolic Exhortation on the proclamation of the Gospel in today's world. The 'dream of a … 

missionary impulse capable of transforming everything' relates to the entire Church and every 

part of her. The Pontifical Academies are also called to this transformation, so that the 

contribution of this ecclesiastical Body is not lacking. This is not a matter of external 

operations, of a 'facade', however. It is, rather, also for you, a question of concentrating 

increasingly on the the essentials, on what is most beautiful, most grand, most appealing and 

at the same time most necessary'”. 

The Holy Father concluded his message by announcing that this year's Pontifical Academies 

Prize, dedicated this year to theological research, will be awarded to two young scholars for 

their contribution to the promotion of a new Christian humanism: Rev. Professor Alessandro 

Clemenzia, for his work “In the Trinity as Church. In dialogue with Heribert Muhlen”, and 

Professor Maria Silvia Vaccarezza for the work “The reasons of the contingent. Practical 

wisdom from Aristotle to St. Thomas Aquinas”. 

 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE HOLY SEE AND MALTA ON CANONICAL 

MARRIAGE  

Vatican City, 29 January 2014 (VIS) – On 27 January, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 

Malta, the third additional protocol to the agreement between the Holy See and the Republic 

of Malta of 3 February 1993 on the recognition of civil effects to canonical marriages and the 

decisions of the Authorities and ecclesiastical tribunals on the same marriages. 

The agreement was signed on behalf of the Holy See by Archbishop Aldo Cavalli, apostolic 

nuncio to Malta, as Plenipotentiary, and for the Republic of Malta by George W. Vella, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malta. 

The Third Additional Protocol, which consists of four articles, amends the aforementioned 

Agreement of 1993. 
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THE POPE PRAISES THE WORK OF THE NOTRE-DAME UNIVERSITY  

Vatican City, 30 January 2014 (VIS) - The American Catholic University Notre-Dame du 

Lac, known as Notre Dame, located in South Bend, Indiana, U.S.A., and funded by Fr. 

Edward Sorin in 1842, of the Congregation of Santa Cruz. For this reason, this morning the 

Pope received the Managing Board of the institution, which from its founding, “has made an 

outstanding contribution to the Church in your country through its commitment to the 

religious education of the young and to serious scholarship inspired by confidence in the 

harmony of faith and reason in the pursuit of truth and virtue. 

“The vision which guided Father Edward Sorin and the first religious of the Congregation of 

Holy Cross in establishing the University of Notre Dame du Lac remains, in the changed 

circumstances of the twenty-first century, central to the University’s distinctive identity and 

its service to the Church and American society. In my recent Apostolic Exhortation on the 

Joy of the Gospel, I stressed the missionary dimension of Christian discipleship, which needs 

to be evident in the lives of individuals and in the workings of each of the Church’s 

institutions. This commitment to 'missionary discipleship' ought to be reflected in a special 

way in Catholic universities, which by their very nature are committed to demonstrating the 

harmony of faith and reason and the relevance of the Christian message for a full and 

authentically human life”. 

For this reason, “essential in this regard is the uncompromising witness of Catholic 

universities to the Church’s moral teaching, and the defence of her freedom, precisely in and 

through her institutions, to uphold that teaching as authoritatively proclaimed by the 

magisterium of her pastors. It is my hope that the University of Notre Dame will continue to 

offer unambiguous testimony to this aspect of its foundational Catholic identity, especially in 

the face of efforts, from whatever quarter, to dilute that indispensable witness”. 

 

POPE RECEIVES CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH, 

ANNOUNCES POSSIBILITY OF PLACING COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF 

MINORS UNDER ITS RESPONSIBILITY  

Vatican City, 31 January 2014 (VIS) – “To promote and safeguard the doctrine on faith and 

morals in the whole Catholic world” is the duty that John Paul II's Apostolic Constitution 

“Pastor bonus” assigns to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. This morning, at the 

end of their plenary session, Pope Francis received in audience the members of the dicastery. 

The Holy Father emphasized that, “from the earliest days of the Church, there has been a 

temptation to understand doctrine in an ideological sense or to reduce it to a set of abstract 

and fossilized theories. In fact, doctrine has the sole purpose of serving the life of the People 

of God and seeks to ensure a firm foundation to our faith. Great indeed is the temptation to 

commandeer the gifts of salvation that come from God, to acclimate them—maybe even with 

the best intention—to the world's viewpoints and spirit.” 

The task of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith should “also always seek to keep 

in mind the needs of constructive, respectful, and patient dialogue with the authors. If truth 

demands precision, this always grows in charity and fraternal assistance for those called to 

deepen or clarify their beliefs.” Likewise, the Pope noted that the Congregation's method of 

working is distinguished “by its practice of collegiality and dialogue. Effectively, the Church 

is a place of communion and, at all levels, each of us is called to cultivate and promote 

communion, each one with the responsibility assigned to us by the Lord.” 
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Then, mentioning their plenary session that was dedicated to the relationship between faith 

and marriage, he stated that “it is a reflection of great importance. It arises in the wake of the 

invitation already formulated by Benedict XVI regarding the need to question more deeply 

the relationship between personal faith and the celebration of the sacrament of marriage, 

especially in the changed cultural context.” 

“On this occasion, I would also like to thank you for your efforts in dealing with sensitive 

issues regarding the most serious crimes, in particular, the cases of the sexual abuse of minors 

by clerics. Think of the welfare of children and the young, who in the Christian community 

must always be protected and supported in their human and spiritual growth. In this sense, the 

possibility is being looked into of connecting the specific Commission for the Protection of 

Minors, which I have established, to your dicastery. I hope it will be an example for all those 

who wish to promote the welfare of children.” 

 

TO AUSTRIAN BISHOPS: CHRISTIAN COMMITMENT IS NOT PHILANTHROPY  

Vatican City, 31 January 2014 (VIS) – Yesterday, Pope Francis received prelates of the 

Austrian Bishops' Conference at the end of their "ad limina" visit, delivering the speech that 

the extracts below are taken from. In his speech the Holy Father recalled the kindness of the 

Austrian Church for the Successor of Peter that was concretely expressed in the cordial 

reception given to Pope Benedict XVI on his visit to the Shrine of Mariazell in 2007, despite 

the difficult years for the Church in following years, a difficulty marked, among other factors, 

by the decline in the number of Catholics. He writes, however, that this trend “should not find 

us inactive, but should encourage our efforts for the new evangelization that is always 

needed.” 

Pope Francis affirmed that being the Church “doesn't mean administration, but going out, 

being missionaries, bringing people the light of faith and the joy of the Gospel. Let us not 

forget that the momentum of our commitment as Christians in the world is not a philanthropic 

idea, not a vague humanism, but a gift from God, that is, the gift of being sons and daughters 

that we have received in Baptism. This gift is, at the same time, a task. God's children do not 

hide; rather they bring their joy as children of God to the world.” 

“The Church,” the Pope continued, quoting the Second Vatican Council, “'embraces in its 

bosom sinners'. But the council says in the same passage that we should not resign ourselves 

to sin, that is … the holy Church is always in need of being purified. That means that we 

must always be committed to our purification, in the sacrament of Reconciliation. … As 

pastors of the Church we want to assist the faithful with tenderness and understanding in this 

wonderful sacrament, to make them feel the Good Shepherd's love precisely in this gift. I ask 

you, therefore, not to tire of inviting people to encounter Christ in the sacrament of Penance 

and Reconciliation.” 

“An important area of our work as shepherds,” the Pope noted, “is the family. It is located at 

the heart of the evangelizing Church. … The foundation upon which you can develop 

harmonious family life is mainly marital fidelity. Unfortunately, in our times we see that the 

family and marriage, in countries in the Western world, have suffered an profound interior 

crisis. … Globalization and post-modern individualism promote a lifestyle that makes the 

development and stability of interpersonal relationships much more difficult and that is not 

conducive to promoting a culture of the family. Here a new missionary area is opened to the 

Church, for example, in family groups that create space for relationships between persons and 

with God where true communion, which welcomes each equally without confining them in 

elite groups, can grow.” 
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“The Church's concern for the family begins with good preparation and proper 

accompaniment of the bride and groom, as well as a faithful and clear presentation of Church 

doctrine on marriage and the family. As a sacrament, Marriage is a gift from God and, at the 

same time, a commitment.” 

From the family, the Pope moved on to the parish, “the large field that the Lord has entrusted 

to us to make fruitful with our pastoral work. Priests, pastors should always be aware that 

their task of governing is a deeply spiritual service. It is always the pastor who leads the 

parish community, relying on the help and valuable contribution of the various co-workers 

and of all the faithful laity. … Each is called; each is sent out. It is not a given, however, that 

the place of the call be just the parish centre … God's call can reach us … in the places of our 

everyday lives.” 

“Speaking about God,” he concluded, “bringing people the message of God's love and 

salvation in Jesus Christ, [a message] for all people, is the duty of every baptized person. This 

duty includes not only speaking with words, but with our whole way of acting and doing. … 

It is precisely in our time, when we seem to become the 'little flock', that we car called, as 

disciples of the Lord, to live as a community that is 'salt of the earth' and 'light of the world'.” 

 

PRESENTATION OF YEAR FOR CONSECRATED LIFE: AWAKEN THE WORLD 

WITH PROPHETIC WITNESS THAT RECALLS THE WITNESS OF YOUR 

FOUNDERS  

Vatican City, 31 January 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Press Office of the Holy See, 

Cardinal Joao Braz de Aviz, prefect of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life 

and Societies of Apostolic Life, and Archbishop Jose Rodriguez Carballo, O.F.M., secretary 

of the same congregation, presented the Year for Consecrated Life 2015. It was called for by 

Pope Francis at the end of his meeting with 120 superior generals of male institutes, at the 

suggestion of the heads of the aforementioned congregation on having heard from many of 

the consecrated. 

“First of all,” Cardinal Braz de Aviz said, “this Year dedicated to consecrated life has been 

prepared in the context of the 50th anniversary of the Second Vatican Council and, more 

specifically, on the 50th anniversary of the publication of the conciliar decree on the renewal 

of consecrated life 'Perfectae caritatis'. … Because we recognize these 50 years that separate 

us from the Council as a moment of grace for consecrated life, as marked by the presence of 

the Spirit that leads us to live even our weaknesses and infidelities as an experience of God's 

mercy and love, we want this Year to be an occasion for 'gratefully remembering' this recent 

past. This is the first objective of the Year for Consecrated Life.” 

“With a positive look at this time of grace between the Council and today, we want the 

second objective to be 'embracing the future with hope'. We are well aware that the present 

moment is 'difficult and delicate' … and that the crisis facing society and the Church herself 

fully touches upon the consecrated life. But we want to take this crisis not as an antechamber 

of death but as … an opportunity to grow in depth, and thus in hope, motivated by the 

certainty that the consecrated life will never disappear from the Church because 'it was 

desired by Jesus himself as an irremovable part of his Church'.” 

“This hope,” he concluded, “doesn't spare us—and the consecrated are well aware of this—

from 'living the present passionately', and this is the third objective for the Year. … It will be 

an important moment for 'evangelizing' our vocation and for bearing witness to the beauty of 

the 'sequela Christi' in the many ways in which our lives are expressed. The consecrated take 

up the witness that has been left them by their respective founders and foundresses. … They 
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want to 'awaken the world' with their prophetic witness, particularly with their presence at the 

existential margins of poverty and thought, as Pope Francis asked their superior generals.” 

For his part, Archbishop Rodriguez Carballo explained the initiatives and events that will 

take place during the Year for Consecrated Life, which will begin this October to coincide 

with the anniversary of the promulgation of the conciliar constitution “Lumen Gentium”. 

The Year's official inauguration is planned with a solemn celebration in St. Peter's Basilica, 

possibly presided by the Holy Father, which could take place on 21 November, the World 

Day 'Pro orantibus'. Still this November, it would be followed by a plenary assembly of the 

Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, the theme of 

which would be “The 'Novum' in Consecrated Life beginning from Vatican II”. 

Various international events are also planned for Rome, among which would include a 

meeting of young religious and novices, those who have professed temporary or final vows 

for less than ten years, a meeting for spiritual directors, an international theological 

conference on consecrated life dedicated to “Renewal of the Consecrated Life in Light of the 

Council and Perspectives for the Future”, and an international exhibit on “Consecrated Life: 

The Gospel in Human History”. 

For the conclusion of the Year for Consecrated Life another concelebration presided by Pope 

Francis is planned, probably for 21 November 2015, 50 years after the decree “Perfecta 

caritatis”. Every four months throughout the year, the dicastery will publish a newsletter on 

themes related to consecrated life, the first of which will come out on 2 February of next 

year, entitled “Be Glad” and dedicated to the Magisterium of the Holy Father on consecrated 

life. In response to the Pope's wishes, the Antonianum Pontifical University in Rome will 

host a symposium on the management of economic goods and capital by religious from 8 to 9 

March. There will be a series of initiatives planned particularly for contemplative religious, 

including a world Chain of Prayer among monasteries. 

Archbishop Rodriguez Carballo also spoke of several documents that the dicastery is 

preparing. To that end, in close collaboration with the Congregation for Bishops and 

following a mandate by the Holy Father, the document “Mutuae relationes” on the relations 

between bishops and religious in the Church is being drawn up. Also, always on the mandate 

of the Pope, the instruction “Verbi Sponsa”, which deals with the autonomy and cloistering of 

entirely contemplative religious, is being revised. Another document in preparation will deal 

with the life and the mission of religious while a fourth one will touch on the question of how 

consecrated manage goods in order to offer some guidelines and direction in the complex 

situations that arise in that area. 

Finally, during the Year of Consecrated Life, it is hoped that the Holy Father will promulgate 

a new apostolic constitution on contemplative life in place of “Sponsa Christi”, which was 

promulgated by Pope Pius XII in 1950. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION OF DUE DILIGENCE TO IMPROVE MANAGEMENT FOR 

BAMBINO GESU CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL AND CASA SOLLIEVO DELLA 

SOFFERENZA FOUNDATION  

Vatican City, 31 January 2014 (VIS) – The Pontifical Commission for Reference on the 

Study and Guidance of the Organisation of the Economic-Administrative Structure of the 

Holy See, in collaboration with the Bambino Gesu Children's Hospital and the Casa Sollievo 

della Sofferenza Foundation, have mandated the institution of a “due diligence” of economic, 

administrative, and management processes of the two hospitals for the purpose of being able 
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to correctly complete the overall picture of financial data and organizational aspects of the 

entities that refer to the Holy See. 

The Commission will use the data obtained to propose appropriate recommendations for 

improving the models of management and ensuring transparency and efficiency in fulfilling 

the noble mandate of protecting and safeguarding human health and life.  

A bidding process was announced for the “due diligence”, which resulted in the task being 

assigned to PWC for Bambino Gesu Children's Hospital and to Deloitte for Casa Sollievo 

della Sofferenza Foundation 

 

HOLY SEE PRESS OFFICE BULLETIN ANNOUNCED ON TWITTER  

Vatican City, 31 January 2014 (VIS) – The Press Office of the Holy See has announced the 

launch of a new Twitter account, @HolySeePress, to give notice when the Bulletin—which 

gives information in the various official languages of the Holy See on the important events 

occurring in the Vatican—is published daily. The notifications will also have a link to the 

Bulletin's webpage on the Vatican site. 


