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POPE FRANCIS 

TO THE NEOCATECHUMENAL WAY: BUILD AND MAINTAIN COMMUNION 

WITHIN YOUR LOCAL CHURCH  

Vatican City, 1 February 2014 (VIS) – Today Pope Francis received in audience eight 

thousand members of the Neocatechumenal Way, the Catholic formation itinerary initiated by 

the Spanish laypeople Francisco Jose Gomez Arguello (better known as Kiko Arguello) and 

Carmen Hernandez who, along with the Italian priest Mario Pezzi, form the “International 

Responsible Team of the Way”.  

“The Church is grateful for your generosity!” said the Pope. “I thank you for everything you 

do in the Church and in the world. And in the name of the Church, our Mother, I would like 

to make some simple recommendations to you. The first is to take the greatest care to 

construct and conserve communion within the particular Churches in which you carry out 

your work. The Way has its own charisma, its own dynamics, a gift which, like all the gifts of 

the Spirit, has a profound ecclesial dimension; this means listening to life of the Churches to 

which your leaders send you, to recognising the value of their richness, suffering for their 

weaknesses when necessary, and walking together as a single flock, under the guidance of the 

pastors of the local Churches. Communion is essential: at times it can be better to set aside 

some of the details that your itinerary requires in order to guarantee unity between the 

brothers that form the single ecclesial community, of which you must always consider 

yourselves to be a part”. 

Pope Francis' second recommendation was, “wherever you go, it will do you good to think 

that the Spirit of God always arrives before us. The Lord always precedes us! Even in the 

most distant places, even in the most diverse cultures, God sows everywhere the seeds of his 

Word. From this, there arises the need for special attention to the cultural context in which 

you, as families, go to carry out your work; it is an environment often very different to that 

from which you come. Many of you take great pains to learn the local language, at times 

difficult, and these efforts are commendable. Even more important will be your effort to 

'learn' the cultures you encounter, to recognise the need for the Gospel that is present 

everywhere, but also that action that the Holy Spirit has accomplished in the life and history 

of every people”. 

Finally, the Holy Father urged them all to “care, with love, for each other, especially the 

weakest. The Neocatechumenal Way, as an intinerary for the discovery of one's own 

Baptism, is a demanding path, along which a brother or sister may encounter unexpected 

difficulties. In these cases, the exercise of patience and mercy by the community is a sign of 

mature faith. The freedom of each person must not be forced, and it is necessary to respect 

the eventual decision of those who decide to seek, outside the Way, other forms of Christian 

life that may help them to grow in their response to the call of the Lord”. 

The Holy Father concluded, “I encourage you to take the Gospel of Jesus Christ everywhere, 

even in the least Christianised environments, especially in the existential peripheries. 

Evangelise with love, take God's love to all. Tell those you encounter on the streets of your 

mission that God loves man just as he is, even with his limits, with his errors, with his sins. 

Be messengers and witnesses to the infinite goodness and inexhaustible mercy of the Father”. 
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The almoner of his holiness celebrates mass for those who die homeless  

Vatican City, 1 February 2014 (VIS) – Yesterday, in the Roman basilica of Santa Maria in 

Trastevere, Archbishop Konrad Krajewski, Almoner of His Holiness, celebrated mass in 

memory of Modesta Valenti, an elderly woman without a fixed abode, who died in 1983 

when, after taking ill in Rome's Termini Station, she was refused transit by ambulance 

because she was “dirty”. 

Every year, on this date, the Sant'Egidio Community, along with volunteers and associations 

who assist the homeless, celebrate Mass in the name of all the poor and homeless who have 

lost their lives due to inadequate living conditions and as a result of their abandonment. The 

memory of their names represents a form of consolation for each one and the promise that 

they will never be forgotten. 

The liturgical celebration was attended by the poor and their friends; there were five hundred 

guests at the lunch held after the celebration. This memorial has been extended to many 

parishes in Rome and other cities in Italy and throughout the world, wherever the Sant'Egidio 

Community is close to those who live on the streets. 

Angelus: consecrated persons, leaven for the growth of a more just society  

Vatican City, 2 February 2014 (VIS) – After celebrating Holy Mass in St. Peter's Basilica, on 

the 18th Day of Consecrated Life, the Pope appeared at the window of his study to pray the 

Angelus with thousands of people gathered below, despite heavy rain, in St. Peter's Square. 

The Bishop of Rome, after thanking the many faithful and pilgrims for their presence, 

commented on today's Gospel reading, in which St. Luke narrates the presentation of Jesus in 

the Temple; an episode which is also “an icon of the giving of their lives by those who, 

through a gift of God, take on the typical traits of Jesus, chaste, poor and obedient”. 

“The offering of oneself to God relates to every Christian, because we are all consecrated to 

Him through baptism … making a generous gift of our life, in the family, at work, in the 

service the Church, in works of mercy. Nevertheless, this consecration is lived in a particular 

way by the religious, monks, consecrated lay people, who with the profession of vows, fully 

and exclusively belong to God. Totally consecrated to God, they are totally consigned to their 

brethren, to bring the light of Christ there where the darkness is densest and to spread His 

hope in the hearts of the disheartened". 

After emphasising that consecrated persons are a sign of God in the various contexts of life 

and “leaven for the growth of a more just and fraternal society”. The Pope repeated the need 

for these presences, “which fortify and renew commitment to the spread of the Gospel, of 

Christian education, of charity towards the neediest, of contemplative prayer; commitment to 

human formation, the spiritual formation of the young, of families; commitment for justice 

and peace in the human family. Let us imagine a moment what would happen if there were no 

nuns in hospitals, no nuns in missions, no nuns in schools. Imagine a church without nuns! It 

is unimaginable. They are … the yeast that carries forward the people of God. These women, 

who consecrate their lives to God, who bring forward the message of Jesus, are great”. 
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The Church and the world need “this witness of love and of God's mercy. Consecrated and 

religious persons offer witness that God is good and merciful. … We must pray that many 

young people answer 'yes!' to the Lord who calls to them to consecrate themselves fully to 

Him, in the disinterested service of their brothers, who consecrate their lives to serving God 

and their brothers”. 

The pope close to those affected by heavy rain in italy  

Vatican City, 2 February 2014 (VIS) – Following the Angelus prayer, the Pope greeted, 

amongst others, the participants in the Day for Life, celebrated today in Italy with the theme 

“Generating the Future”. He extended his greetings and his encouragement to “the 

associations, movements and cultural centres who participate in the defence and promotion of 

life. I join with the Italian bishops today in repeating that 'every child is the face of the Lord 

Who loves life, a gift for the family and for society”. Everyone, in his own role and 

environment, is called to love and serve life, to welcome it, to respect and promote it, 

especially when it is fragile and in need of attention and care, from the womb until its natural 

end on this earth”. 

The Bishop of Rome also mentioned the inhabitants of Rome and the region of Tuscany, who 

are suffering the consequences of the intense rainfall of recent days which has caused 

flooding and inundations. “Our solidarity and our prayers are with these brothers of ours. 

Dear brothers and sisters, I am very close to you”. 

Day of consecrated life: observance and prophecy are not in opposition  

Vatican City, 2 February 2014 (VIS) – On the 18th World Day for Consecrated Life, on the 

Feast of the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, Pope Francis celebrated Holy Mass at 10 

a.m. in St. Peter's Basilica with members of the Institutes of Consecrated Life and the 

Societies of Apostolic Life. For the first time in his pontificate, the Bishop of Rome began the 

rite with the blessing of the candles used in the procession before the Eucharistic celebration 

and in his homily he emphasised the importance of the encounter between observance and 

prophecy, the young and the elderly, within consecrated life. 

“The Feast of the Presentation of Jesus at the Temple is … the encounter between Jesus and 

His people … represented by the elderly Simeon and Anna. … It was also an encounter 

within the history of a population, an encounter between the young and the elderly: the young 

were Mary and Joseph, with their newborn son; and the elderly were Simeon and Anna”. 

The Pope remarked that in the Gospel of St. Luke, “one intuits, almost perceives that Jesus' 

parents have the joy of observing the precepts of God, the joy of walking according to the law 

of the Lord! They are two newly-weds, they have just had their baby, and they are motivated 

by the desire to do what is prescribed. This is not an external fact ... It is a strong, profound 

desire, full of joy”. 

St. Luke affirms that Simeon was “a just and pious man, who awaited the consolation of 

Israel, and that Anna was 'a prophetess'”. He comments that they are both “full of life, 

because they are inspired by the Holy Spirit”. And “at the centre of this encounter there is 

Jesus. It is He Who sets everything in motion, who attracts them to the Temple, which is the 

house of the Father. 
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It is an “encounter between the young who are full of joy in observing the Law of the Lord, 

and the old, full of joy by the action of the Holy Spirit. It is a singular encounter between 

observation and prophecy. … In the light of this scene in the Gospel, let us regard the 

consecrated life as an encounter with Christ: it is He Who comes to us; brought to us by Mary 

and Joseph, and we are led towards Him by the Holy Spirit. But He is in the centre. … He 

moves everything along, He attracts us to the Temple, to the Church, where we are able to 

encounter Him, recognise Him”. 

Jesus comes towards us in the Church through the foundational charism of an Institute: it is 

good to think of our vocation in this way. Our encounter with Christ has taken shape within 

the Church through the charism of one of its witnesses. … And also in consecrated life, we 

live the encounter between the young and the elderly, between observance and prophecy. Let 

us not see these as two opposing realities! Let us rather allow the Holy Spirit to animate both 

of them, and a sign of this is joy: the joy of journeying within a rule of life; the joy of being 

led by the Spirit, never unyielding, never closed, always open to voice of God that speaks, 

that opens, that leads us and invites us to go towards the horizon”. 

“It is good for the elderly to communicate their wisdom to the young; and is good for the 

young to gather this wealth of experience and wisdom, and to carry it forward, not so as to 

preserve it in a museum, but to bring it forward in addressing the challenges of life, to carry it 

forward for the good of the various religious orders and of the entire Church”, concluded the 

Holy Father. 

Human promotion, regional co-operation and the environment: themes of meeting 

between pope francis and samoan head of state  

Vatican City, 3 February 2014 (VIS) – Today, Pope Francis received the Head of State of the 

Independent State of Samoa, His Highness Tui Atua Tupua Tamasese Efi, who subsequently 

went on to meet with Archbishop Pietro Parolin, secretary of State, accompanied by 

Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with States. 

During the cordial discussions, the Parties focused on a number of aspects of the social and 

economic life of the country, as well as the valuable contribution of the Catholic Church in 

various sectors of Samoan society and, in particular, in the field of human promotion. This 

was followed by a fruitful exchange of opinions regarding the international situation, with 

particular reference to regional co-operation and environmental matters affecting several 

Pacific countries. 

Pope francis' prayer intentions for february  

Vatican City, 3 February 2014 (VIS) – Pope Francis' universal prayer intention for February 

is: “That the Church and society may respect the wisdom and experience of older people”. 

His intention for evangelization is: “That priests, religious, and lay people may work together 

with generosity for evangelization”. 
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Pope's message for lent 2014: an invitation to evangelical poverty in our time  

Vatican City, 4 February 2014 (VIS) – “He became poor, so that by his poverty you might 

become rich” is the title of the Holy Father's Message for Lent 2014. The title is drawn from 

the Second Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians in which the apostle encourages them to show 

their generosity by helping their brothers in Jerusalem, who were experiencing difficulties. In 

the document, dated 26 December, feast of St. Stephen protomartyr, the Pope explores the 

meaning of St. Paul's invitation to evangelical poverty in our times. The full text of the 

message is published below: 

“Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As Lent draws near, I would like to offer some helpful thoughts on our path of conversion as 

individuals and as a community. These insights are inspired by the words of Saint Paul: 'For 

you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich'. The Apostle was writing to the 

Christians of Corinth to encourage them to be generous in helping the faithful in Jerusalem 

who were in need. What do these words of Saint Paul mean for us Christians today? What 

does this invitation to poverty, a life of evangelical poverty, mean to us today? 

Christ’s grace 

First of all, it shows us how God works. He does not reveal himself cloaked in worldly power 

and wealth but rather in weakness and poverty: 'though He was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor …'. Christ, the eternal Son of God, one with the Father in power and glory, 

chose to be poor; he came amongst us and drew near to each of us; he set aside his glory and 

emptied himself so that he could be like us in all things. God’s becoming man is a great 

mystery! But the reason for all this is his love, a love which is grace, generosity, a desire to 

draw near, a love which does not hesitate to offer itself in sacrifice for the beloved. Charity, 

love, is sharing with the one we love in all things. Love makes us similar, it creates equality, 

it breaks down walls and eliminates distances. God did this with us. Indeed, Jesus 'worked 

with human hands, thought with a human mind, acted by human choice and loved with a 

human heart. Born of the Virgin Mary, he truly became one of us, like us in all things except 

sin'. 

By making himself poor, Jesus did not seek poverty for its own sake but, as Saint Paul says 

'that by his poverty you might become rich'. This is no mere play on words or a catch phrase. 

Rather, it sums up God’s logic, the logic of love, the logic of the incarnation and the cross. 

God did not let our salvation drop down from heaven, like someone who gives alms from 

their abundance out of a sense of altruism and piety. Christ’s love is different! When Jesus 

stepped into the waters of the Jordan and was baptised by John the Baptist, he did so not 

because he was in need of repentance, or conversion; he did it to be among people who need 

forgiveness, among us sinners, and to take upon himself the burden of our sins. In this way he 

chose to comfort us, to save us, to free us from our misery. It is striking that the Apostle 

states that we were set free, not by Christ’s riches but by his poverty. Yet Saint Paul is well 

aware of the 'the unsearchable riches of Christ', that he is 'heir of all things'. 

So what is this poverty by which Christ frees us and enriches us? It is his way of loving us, 

his way of being our neighbour, just as the Good Samaritan was neighbour to the man left 

half dead by the side of the road. What gives us true freedom, true salvation and true 
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happiness is the compassion, tenderness and solidarity of his love. Christ’s poverty which 

enriches us is his taking flesh and bearing our weaknesses and sins as an expression of God’s 

infinite mercy to us. Christ’s poverty is the greatest treasure of all: Jesus wealth is that of his 

boundless confidence in God the Father, his constant trust, his desire always and only to do 

the Father’s will and give glory to him. Jesus is rich in the same way as a child who feels 

loved and who loves its parents, without doubting their love and tenderness for an instant. 

Jesus’ wealth lies in his being the Son; his unique relationship with the Father is the 

sovereign prerogative of this Messiah who is poor. When Jesus asks us to take up his 'yoke 

which is easy', he asks us to be enriched by his 'poverty which is rich' and his 'richness which 

is poor', to share his filial and fraternal Spirit, to become sons and daughters in the Son, 

brothers and sisters in the first-born brother. 

It has been said that the only real regret lies in not being a saint (L. Bloy); we could also say 

that there is only one real kind of poverty: not living as children of God and brothers and 

sisters of Christ. 

Our witness 

We might think that this 'way' of poverty was Jesus’ way, whereas we who come after him 

can save the world with the right kind of human resources. This is not the case. In every time 

and place God continues to save mankind and the world through the poverty of Christ, who 

makes himself poor in the sacraments, in his word and in his Church, which is a people of the 

poor. God’s wealth passes not through our wealth, but invariably and exclusively through our 

personal and communal poverty, enlivened by the Spirit of Christ. 

In imitation of our Master, we Christians are called to confront the poverty of our brothers 

and sisters, to touch it, to make it our own and to take practical steps to alleviate it. 

Destitution is not the same as poverty: destitution is poverty without faith, without support, 

without hope. There are three types of destitution: material, moral and spiritual. Material 

destitution is what is normally called poverty, and affects those living in conditions opposed 

to human dignity: those who lack basic rights and needs such as food, water, hygiene, work 

and the opportunity to develop and grow culturally. In response to this destitution, the Church 

offers her help, her diakonia, in meeting these needs and binding these wounds which 

disfigure the face of humanity. In the poor and outcast we see Christ’s face; by loving and 

helping the poor, we love and serve Christ. Our efforts are also directed to ending violations 

of human dignity, discrimination and abuse in the world, for these are so often the cause of 

destitution. When power, luxury and money become idols, they take priority over the need 

for a fair distribution of wealth. Our consciences thus need to be converted to justice, 

equality, simplicity and sharing. 

No less a concern is moral destitution, which consists in slavery to vice and sin. How much 

pain is caused in families because one of their members – often a young person - is in thrall 

to alcohol, drugs, gambling or pornography! How many people no longer see meaning in life 

or prospects for the future, how many have lost hope! And how many are plunged into this 

destitution by unjust social conditions, by unemployment, which takes away their dignity as 

breadwinners, and by lack of equal access to education and health care. In such cases, moral 

destitution can be considered impending suicide. This type of destitution, which also causes 

financial ruin, is invariably linked to the spiritual destitution which we experience when we 

turn away from God and reject his love. If we think we don’t need God who reaches out to us 
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though Christ, because we believe we can make do on our own, we are headed for a fall. God 

alone can truly save and free us. 

The Gospel is the real antidote to spiritual destitution: wherever we go, we are called as 

Christians to proclaim the liberating news that forgiveness for sins committed is possible, that 

God is greater than our sinfulness, that he freely loves us at all times and that we were made 

for communion and eternal life. The Lord asks us to be joyous heralds of this message of 

mercy and hope! It is thrilling to experience the joy of spreading this good news, sharing the 

treasure entrusted to us, consoling broken hearts and offering hope to our brothers and sisters 

experiencing darkness. It means following and imitating Jesus, who sought out the poor and 

sinners as a shepherd lovingly seeks his lost sheep. In union with Jesus, we can courageously 

open up new paths of evangelisation and human promotion. 

Dear brothers and sisters, may this Lenten season find the whole Church ready to bear 

witness to all those who live in material, moral and spiritual destitution the Gospel message 

of the merciful love of God our Father, who is ready to embrace everyone in Christ. We can 

so this to the extent that we imitate Christ who became poor and enriched us by his poverty. 

Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask ourselves what we can give up 

in order to help and enrich others by our own poverty. Let us not forget that real poverty 

hurts: no self-denial is real without this dimension of penance. I distrust a charity that costs 

nothing and does not hurt. 

May the Holy Spirit, through whom we are 'as poor, yet making many rich; as having 

nothing, and yet possessing everything', sustain us in our resolutions and increase our concern 

and responsibility for human destitution, so that we can become merciful and act with mercy. 

In expressing this hope, I likewise pray that each individual member of the faithful and every 

Church community will undertake a fruitful Lenten journey. I ask all of you to pray for me. 

May the Lord bless you and Our Lady keep you safe”. 

Presentation of the pope's message for lent 2014: “poverty and destitution are different”  

Vatican City, 4 February 2014 (VIS) – A press conference was held in the Holy See Press 

Office this morning to present the Holy Father's Message for Lent 2014. The speakers were 

Cardinal Robert Sarah, president of the Pontifical Council “Cor Unum”, Msgr. Giampietro 

Dal Toso and Msgr. Segundo Tejado Munoz, respectively secretary and under-secretary of 

the same dicastery, and the couple Davide Dotta and Anna Zumbo, missionaries in Haiti. 

Before the presentation, the president of Cor Unum announced that he will visit Haiti again in 

March, in order to open a school financed on behalf of the Pope as a sign of his closeness to 

the Haitian population, afflicted in 2010 by an earthquake which claimed more than 220,000 

victims and affected a total of more than 3 million people. 

Cardinal Sarah then went on to explain that the text of this year's Message from the Pope for 

Lent focuses on poverty, and Christ's poverty in particular; a concept very dear to Pope 

Francis, who since the beginning of his pontificate has attempted to emphasise this dimension 

of Christian life. “Certainly, the Christian vision of poverty is not the same as that which is 

commonly held. Too often we consider poverty from a sociological perspective, and it is 

understood as a lack of material goods. Furthermore, the concept of a “poor Church for the 

poor” is often evoked as a sort of challenge to the Church, unfortunately also setting a Church 
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of the poor, a good Church … against a Church of preaching and truth, a Church dedicated to 

prayer and to the defence of doctrine and morals”. 

“The first point of reference for a Christian to understand poverty is indeed Christ, who made 

himself poor so that he could enrich us through his poverty. … The choice of poverty by 

Christ suggests to us that there exists a positive dimension of poverty; this resonates 

throughout the Gospel, which proclaims that the poor are blessed. It is clear that in this 

dimension of poverty there is an aspect of despoliation and sacrifice. But this is possible 

because 'Jesus’ wealth lies in his being the Son'. We cannot set our bourgeois consciences at 

rest, the Pope means, by denouncing material lack on the part of others or denouncing 

poverty as a system. … The Lenten Message we are presenting here today makes an 

important distinction between poverty and destitution. It is not poverty, which is an 

evangelical attitude, but rather destitution that we wish to combat. The Holy Father, in his 

Message, lists three forms of destitution: material, moral and spiritual. The first 'affects those 

living in conditions opposed to human dignity'. Faced with this form of destitution, the 

Church offers her service, 'her diakonia, in meeting these needs and binding these wounds 

which disfigure the face of humanity'. Moral destitution consists in slavery to vice and sin. 

This form of destitution is also the cause of economic ruin, and is always linked to spiritual 

destitution, which occurs when we drift away from God and refuse His love”. 

“I believe that this broad view of poverty, of destitution, and as a consequence the help that 

the Church may offer humanity, help us also to arrive at a more complete vision of man and 

his needs, without falling in the trap of anthropological reductionism which claims to resolve 

all the problems of the human person simply by resolving the problems of physical and 

material well-being”. 

The president of Cor Unum recalled that in the Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium”, 

Pope Francis writes that “Our preferential option for the poor must mainly translate into a 

privileged and preferential religious care”. He affirmed that this concept is fundamental “so 

as not to transform the Church into that non-governmental organisation that Pope Francis 

spoke about in his first Holy Mass as Pontiff with the Cardinal Fathers. It would be a great 

pity if our gaze upon those in need failed to acknowledge the spiritual poverty that often lurks 

in the heart of man and pains him deeply, even though he may be in a condition of material 

comfort. … But if we wish to fully grasp Pope Francis' Message, we must not consider it only 

in terms of its anthropological value. Man is by nature the son of God. This is his wealth! The 

great flaw of modern culture is that it has imagined mankind capable of being happy without 

God, thus denying that which is most profound in the human person: that is, his existential 

bond with the Father Who grants him life. … Thus, it is a crime to deprive the poor of the 

presence of God, just as it is a crime to consider man and allow man to live as if God did not 

exist, to negate his being as a creation and therefore his fundamental belonging and affiliation 

with God. … Therefore, work in development cannot be simply that of creating new needs, 

but rather taking a serious look at what the person truly is”. 

The eucharist: christian initiation, peak of salvation  

Vatican City, 5 February 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father's catechesis in today's general 

audience focused on “the Eucharist, heart of Christian initiation and source of the life of the 

Church”. “The Word and the Bread, during Mass, become one, like in the Last Supper, when 
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all Jesus' words, all the signs he had made, were condensed into the gesture of breaking bread 

and offering the chalice in anticipation of the sacrifice of the Cross”. 

Pope Francis remarked that Jesus' gesture during the Last Supper is “the extreme giving of 

thanks to the Father for His love and for His mercy”, and recalled that “thanksgiving”, in 

Greek, is “eucaristia”. This is why the term Eucharist encompasses all of this gesture, which 

is the gesture of God and man, a gesture of Jesus Christ, true God and true Man”. 

The Pope repeated that each time we celebrate this Sacrament, it does not simply mean 

remembering, but rather sharing in “the mystery of Christ's passion, death and resurrection”. 

“The Eucharist”, he said, “is the peak of the action of God's salvation: the Lord Jesus, making 

himself into bread, broken for us, indeed pours over us all His mercy and His love, thereby 

renewing our hearts, our existence and our way of relating with Him and with our brothers”. 

Pope Francis concluded by inviting those present to pray to the Lord so that “this Sacrament 

may continue to keep its presence alive, within the Church, and to model our communities in 

charity and communion, in accordance with the heart of the Father. And this continues all 

through our lives, although it begins on the day our our first Communion. It is important that 

children prepare well for their first Communion and that every child does so, as it is the first 

step to this strong bond of belonging to Jesus Christ, following Baptism and Confirmation”. 

Solidarity with those affected by floods in italy  

Vatican City, 5 February 2014 (VIS) – In his greetings following the catechesis at this 

Wednesday's general audience, Pope Francis recalled in a special way those affected by the 

heavy downpours which have affected the regions of Tuscany and Latium for some days 

now, causing flooding and inundations and leaving many families homeless. “We are all 

praying for you and are close to you with our efforts, with our solidarity and with our love”. 

He also greeted a group of bishops taking part in a congress promoted by the Sant'Egidio 

Community, and participants in a study week on human formation for candidates to the 

priesthood organised by the Pontifical University of the Sacred Heart, expressing his hope 

that their visit to the tomb of St. Peter be a “propitious occasion for the renewal of missionary 

commitment to the proclamation of the Gospel, especially to the marginalised and the poor”.  

Finally, he mentioned the sick, who were gathered today in the Vatican's Paul VI Hall rather 

than in St. Peter's Square on account of the bad weather, commenting that he had greeted 

them prior to arriving in the square, and that they were able to follow the audience on screen. 

Press release on observations of the united nations committee on the rights of the child  

Vatican City, 5 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning the Holy See Press Office issued a 

communique on the observations of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the 

Child, the full text of which is published below: 

“At the end of its 65th session, the Committee on the Rights of the Child has published its 

Concluding Observations on the reviewed Reports of the Holy See and five States Parties to 
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the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Congo, Germany, Portugal, Russian Federation 

and Yemen). 

According to the proper procedures foreseen for the parties to the Convention, the Holy See 

takes note of the Concluding Observations on its Reports, which will be submitted to a 

thorough study and examination, in full respect of the Convention in the different areas 

presented by the Committee according to international law and practice, as well as taking into 

consideration the public interactive debate with the Committee, held on 16 January 2014. 

The Holy See does, however, regret to see in some points of the Concluding Observations an 

attempt to interfere with Catholic Church teaching on the dignity of the human person and in 

the exercise of religious freedom. 

The Holy See reiterates its commitment to defending and protecting the rights of the child, in 

line with the principles promoted by the Convention on the Rights of the Child and according 

to the moral and religious values offered by Catholic doctrine”. 

Pope francis to receive queen elizabeth ii of the united kingdom  

Vatican City, 5 February 2014 (VIS) – On 3 April Pope Francis will receive in audience Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

This was made public by Buckingham Palace and confirmed yesterday afternoon by the Holy 

See Press Office. 

Queen Elizabeth II, accompanied by Prince Philip of Edinburgh, will be in Rome upon 

invitation by the president of the Republic of Italy, Giorgio Napolitano. The Queen and 

Prince Philip will lunch in private with President Napolitano, and will then be received in 

audience by the Pope. It will be the first encounter between Pope Francis and the Queen, as at 

the Holy Mass at the beginning of his pontificate the United Kingdom was represented by 

Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester. President Napolitano's invitation was first presented last 

year, but neither the Queen nor Prince Philip were able to accept for reasons of ill health. 

Since then, Pope emeritus Benedict XVI resigned from the papacy and Pope Francis was 

elected. 

The Italian Head of State renewed his invitation earlier this year and Queen Elizabeth decided 

to take the opportunity to meet with the new Pontiff. The same occurred on her last visit to 

Rome, in 2000, when she was received by Blessed John Paul II. The Queen met with 

Benedict XVI during his apostolic visit to the United Kingdom in September 2010. 

Fr. Federico lombardi is awarded the ¡bravo! Prize by the spanish episcopal 

commission for social communications  

Vatican City, 5 February 2014 (VIS) – The director of the Holy See Press Office, Fr. 

Federico Lombardi S.J., will today receive in Madrid, Spain, the ¡Bravo! Prize awarded every 

year by the Commission for Social Communication Media of the Spanish Episcopal 

Conference (CEE). 

Every year the CEE awards the ¡Bravo! Prize in recognition of the valuable work of all 

professionals in the field of communication in the various media, distinguished by their 
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service to the dignity of man, human rights and the values of the Gospel. Fr. Lombardi will 

receive the ¡Bravo! Special Prize for his “intense service to Church communication” and for 

having promoted “closeness between the Church institution and the social communication 

media”. 

The director of the Holy See Press Office will also attend an assembly of diocesan delegates 

in the field of social communications, where he will give a conference on the theme 

“Spokesmanship in the Vatican”. 

Message for 29th world youth day  

Vatican City, 6 February 2014 (VIS) – We publish below the full text of the message the 

Holy Father has sent to the young people preparing for the 29th World Youth Day 2014, 

which will take as its theme: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven”. 

“Dear Young Friends, 

How vividly I recall the remarkable meeting we had in Rio de Janeiro for the Twenty-eighth 

World Youth Day. It was a great celebration of faith and fellowship! The wonderful people of 

Brazil welcomed us with open arms, like the statue of Christ the Redeemer which looks down 

from the hill of Corcovado over the magnificent expanse of Copacabana beach. There, on the 

seashore, Jesus renewed his call to each one of us to become his missionary disciples. May 

we perceive this call as the most important thing in our lives and share this gift with others, 

those near and far, even to the distant geographical and existential peripheries of our world. 

The next stop on our intercontinental youth pilgrimage will be in Krakow in 2016. As a way 

of accompanying our journey together, for the next three years I would like to reflect with 

you on the Beatitudes found in the Gospel of Saint Matthew. This year we will begin by 

reflecting on the first Beatitude: 'Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven'. For 2015 I suggest: 'Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God'. Then, in 

2016, our theme will be: 'Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy'. 

1. The revolutionary power of the Beatitudes 

It is always a joyful experience for us to read and reflect on the Beatitudes! Jesus proclaimed 

them in his first great sermon, preached on the shore of the sea of Galilee. There was a very 

large crowd, so Jesus went up on the mountain to teach his disciples. That is why it is known 

as 'the Sermon on the Mount'. In the Bible, the mountain is regarded as a place where God 

reveals himself. Jesus, by preaching on the mount, reveals himself to be a divine teacher, a 

new Moses. What does he tell us? He shows us the way to life, the way that he himself has 

taken. Jesus himself is the way, and he proposes this way as the path to true happiness. 

Throughout his life, from his birth in the stable in Bethlehem until his death on the cross and 

his resurrection, Jesus embodied the Beatitudes. All the promises of God’s Kingdom were 

fulfilled in him. 

In proclaiming the Beatitudes, Jesus asks us to follow him and to travel with him along the 

path of love, the path that alone leads to eternal life. It is not an easy journey, yet the Lord 

promises us his grace and he never abandons us. We face so many challenges in life: poverty, 
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distress, humiliation, the struggle for justice, persecutions, the difficulty of daily conversion, 

the effort to remain faithful to our call to holiness, and many others. But if we open the door 

to Jesus and allow him to be part of our lives, if we share our joys and sorrows with him, then 

we will experience the peace and joy that only God, who is infinite love, can give. 

The Beatitudes of Jesus are new and revolutionary. They present a model of happiness 

contrary to what is usually communicated by the media and by the prevailing wisdom. A 

worldly way of thinking finds it scandalous that God became one of us and died on a cross! 

According to the logic of this world, those whom Jesus proclaimed blessed are regarded as 

useless, 'losers'. What is glorified is success at any cost, affluence, the arrogance of power 

and self-affirmation at the expense of others. 

Jesus challenges us, young friends, to take seriously his approach to life and to decide which 

path is right for us and leads to true joy. This is the great challenge of faith. Jesus was not 

afraid to ask his disciples if they truly wanted to follow him or if they preferred to take 

another path. Simon Peter had the courage to reply: 'Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 

the words of eternal life'. If you too are able to say 'yes' to Jesus, your lives will become both 

meaningful and fruitful. 

2. The courage to be happy 

What does it mean to be 'blessed' (makarioi in Greek)? To be blessed means to be happy. Tell 

me: Do you really want to be happy? In an age when we are constantly being enticed by vain 

and empty illusions of happiness, we risk settling for less and 'thinking small' when it come to 

the meaning of life. Think big instead! Open your hearts! As Blessed Piergiorgio Frassati 

once said, 'To live without faith, to have no heritage to uphold, to fail to struggle constantly 

to defend the truth: this is not living. It is scraping by. We should never just scrape by, but 

really live' (Letter to I. Bonini, 27 February 1925). In his homily on the day of Piergiorgio 

Frassati’s beatification (20 May 1990), John Paul II called him 'a man of the Beatitudes' 

(AAS 82 [1990], 1518). 

If you are really open to the deepest aspirations of your hearts, you will realize that you 

possess an unquenchable thirst for happiness, and this will allow you to expose and reject the 

'low cost' offers and approaches all around you. When we look only for success, pleasure and 

possessions, and we turn these into idols, we may well have moments of exhilaration, an 

illusory sense of satisfaction, but ultimately we become enslaved, never satisfied, always 

looking for more. It is a tragic thing to see a young person who 'has everything', but is weary 

and weak. 

Saint John, writing to young people, told them: 'You are strong, and the word of God abides 

in you, and you have overcome the evil one'. oung people who choose Christ are strong: they 

are fed by his word and they do not need to ‘stuff themselves’ with other things! Have the 

courage to swim against the tide. Have the courage to be truly happy! Say no to an 

ephemeral, superficial and throwaway culture, a culture that assumes that you are incapable 

of taking on responsibility and facing the great challenges of life! 

3. Blessed are the poor in spirit... 

The first Beatitude, our theme for the next World Youth Day, says that the poor in spirit are 

blessed for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. At a time when so many people are suffering as a 
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result of the financial crisis, it might seem strange to link poverty and happiness. How can we 

consider poverty a blessing? 

First of all, let us try to understand what it means to be 'poor in spirit'. When the Son of God 

became man, he chose the path of poverty and self-emptying. As Saint Paul said in his letter 

to the Philippians: 'Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 

in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in human likeness'. Jesus is God who strips 

himself of his glory. Here we see God’s choice to be poor: he was rich and yet he became 

poor in order to enrich us through his poverty. His is the mystery we contemplate in the crib 

when we see the Son of God lying in a manger, and later on the cross, where his self-

emptying reaches its culmination. 

The Greek adjective ptochos (poor) does not have a purely material meaning. It means 'a 

beggar', and it should be seen as linked to the Jewish notion of the anawim, 'God’s poor'. It 

suggests lowliness, a sense of one’s limitations and existential poverty. The anawim trust in 

the Lord, and they know that they can count on him. 

As Saint Therese of the Child Jesus clearly saw, by his incarnation Jesus came among us as a 

poor beggar, asking for our love. The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that 'man is a 

beggar before God' and that prayer is the encounter of God’s thirst and our own thirst. 

Saint Francis of Assisi understood perfectly the secret of the Beatitude of the poor in spirit. 

Indeed, when Jesus spoke to him through the leper and from the crucifix, Francis recognized 

both God’s grandeur and his own lowliness. In his prayer, the Poor Man of Assisi would 

spend hours asking the Lord: 'Who are you?' 'Who am I?' He renounced an affluent and 

carefree life in order to marry 'Lady Poverty', to imitate Jesus and to follow the Gospel to the 

letter. Francis lived in imitation of Christ in his poverty and in love for the poor – for him the 

two were inextricably linked – like two sides of one coin. 

You might ask me, then: What can we do, specifically, to make poverty in spirit a way of life, 

a real part of our own lives? I will reply by saying three things. 

First of all, try to be free with regard to material things. The Lord calls us to a Gospel 

lifestyle marked by sobriety, by a refusal to yield to the culture of consumerism. This means 

being concerned with the essentials and learning to do without all those unneeded extras 

which hem us in. Let us learn to be detached from possessiveness and from the idolatry of 

money and lavish spending. Let us put Jesus first. He can free us from the kinds of idol-

worship which enslave us. Put your trust in God, dear young friends! He knows and loves us, 

and he never forgets us. Just as he provides for the lilies of the field, so he will make sure that 

we lack nothing. If we are to come through the financial crisis, we must be also ready to 

change our lifestyle and avoid so much wastefulness. Just as we need the courage to be 

happy, we also need the courage to live simply. 

Second, if we are to live by this Beatitude, all of us need to experience a conversion in the 

way we see the poor. We have to care for them and be sensitive to their spiritual and material 

needs. To you young people I especially entrust the task of restoring solidarity to the heart of 

human culture. Faced with old and new forms of poverty – unemployment, migration and 

addictions of various kinds – we have the duty to be alert and thoughtful, avoiding the 

temptation to remain indifferent. We have to remember all those who feel unloved, who have 
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no hope for the future and who have given up on life out of discouragement, disappointment 

or fear. We have to learn to be on the side of the poor, and not just indulge in rhetoric about 

the poor! Let us go out to meet them, look into their eyes and listen to them. The poor 

provide us with a concrete opportunity to encounter Christ himself, and to touch his suffering 

flesh. 

However – and this is my third point – the poor are not just people to whom we can give 

something. They have much to offer us and to teach us. How much we have to learn from the 

wisdom of the poor! Think about it: several hundred years ago a saint, Benedict Joseph 

Labre, who lived on the streets of Rome from the alms he received, became a spiritual guide 

to all sorts of people, including nobles and prelates. In a very real way, the poor are our 

teachers. They show us that people’s value is not measured by their possessions or how much 

money they have in the bank. A poor person, a person lacking material possessions, always 

maintains his or her dignity. The poor can teach us much about humility and trust in God. In 

the parable of the pharisee and the tax-collector, Jesus holds the tax-collector up as a model 

because of his humility and his acknowledgement that he is a sinner. The widow who gave 

her last two coins to the temple treasury is an example of the generosity of all those who have 

next to nothing and yet give away everything they have. 

4. … for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

The central theme of the Gospel is the kingdom of God. Jesus is the kingdom of God in 

person; he is Immanuel, God-with-us. And it is in the human heart that the kingdom, God’s 

sovereignty, takes root and grows. The kingdom is at once both gift and promise. It has 

already been given to us in Jesus, but it has yet to be realised in its fullness. That is why we 

pray to the Father each day: 'Thy kingdom come'. 

There is a close connection between poverty and evangelisation, between the theme of the 

last World Youth Day – 'Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations!' – and the theme for 

this year: 'Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven'. The Lord wants 

a poor Church which evangelises the poor. When Jesus sent the Twelve out on mission, he 

said to them: 'Take no gold, nor silver, nor copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, nor 

two tunics, nor sandals, nor a staff; for the labourers deserve their food'. Evangelical poverty 

is a basic condition for spreading the kingdom of God. The most beautiful and spontaneous 

expressions of joy which I have seen during my life were by poor people who had little to 

hold onto. Evangelisation in our time will only take place as the result of contagious joy. 

We have seen, then, that the Beatitude of the poor in spirit shapes our relationship with God, 

with material goods and with the poor. With the example and words of Jesus before us, we 

realize how much we need to be converted, so that the logic of being more will prevail over 

that of having more! The saints can best help us to understand the profound meaning of the 

Beatitudes. So the canonization of John Paul II, to be celebrated on the Second Sunday of 

Easter, will be an event marked by immense joy. He will be the great patron of the World 

Youth Days which he inaugurated and always supported. In the communion of saints he will 

continue to be a father and friend to all of you. 

This month of April marks the thirtieth anniversary of the entrustment of the Jubilee Cross of 

the Redemption to the young. That symbolic act by John Paul II was the beginning of the 

great youth pilgrimage which has since crossed the five continents. The Pope’s words on that 

Easter Sunday in 1984 remain memorable: 'My dear young people, at the conclusion of the 
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Holy Year, I entrust to you the sign of this Jubilee Year: the cross of Christ! Carry it 

throughout the world as a symbol of the love of the Lord Jesus for humanity, and proclaim to 

everyone that it is only in Christ, who died and rose from the dead, that salvation and 

redemption are to be found'. 

Dear friends, the Magnificat, the Canticle of Mary, poor in spirit, is also the song of everyone 

who lives by the Beatitudes. The joy of the Gospel arises from a heart which, in its poverty, 

rejoices and marvels at the works of God, like the heart of Our Lady, whom all generations 

call 'blessed'. May Mary, Mother of the poor and Star of the new evangelisation help us to 

live the Gospel, to embody the Beatitudes in our lives, and to have the courage always to be 

happy.” 

 The pope to the young: reject low-cost happiness  

Vatican City, 6 February 2014 (VIS) – The Pontifical Council for the Laity has issued a press 

release to explain the content and objectives of the Holy Father's message for the 29th World 

Youth Day. 

“This is the first annual Message from Pope Francis to the youth of the world. It follows the 

tradition begun by Blessed John Paul II and continued by Benedict XVI on the occasion of 

each World Youth Day (WYD). Pope Francis is resuming the conversation he began with 

young people at the very successful WYD that took place in Rio de Janeiro in July 2013. He 

presents the themes for the next three WYDs in order to set in motion the three-year path of 

spiritual preparation leading to the international celebration in Krakow in July 2016. 

The themes for the next three WYDs are taken from the Beatitudes. The Holy Father 

considers this passage from Matthew’s Gospel to be a central point of reference in a 

Christian’s life. It should be part of everyone’s life plan. 

In this Message, the Holy Father reminds young people that Jesus himself showed the way by 

embodying the Beatitudes in his life. It is a real challenge for young people today to live 

according to the Beatitudes by following Jesus. It means going against the tide and being 

witnesses of revolutionary innovation. As you cannot be a real Christian and “think small” 

about life, the Pope urges young people to resist 'low cost' offers of happiness and to have the 

courage to be truly happy, a gift that only God can give. 

Pope Francis explains to young people what it means to be 'poor in spirit', thus entering into 

the heart of the theme for the next World Youth Day. Jesus himself chose the way of 

dispossession and poverty. The Pope addressed a pressing invitation to young people to 

imitate Jesus, and he pointed to the example of Saint Francis of Assisi. Young Christians are 

therefore called to conversion, to embrace an evangelical lifestyle, one of moderation in 

which we seek the essential and act in solidarity with the poor. The Pope explains that the 

poor are both the 'suffering flesh' of Christ that we are all called to personally touch, and they 

are also true masters of life, often with much to offer on the human and spiritual plane. 

The Pope emphasises the close connection between the theme for the Rio WYD – 'Go and 

make disciples of all nations!' – and the Beatitude about the poor in spirit. Pope Francis 
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explains, 'evangelical poverty is a basic condition for spreading the kingdom of God'. It is 

often the most simple of hearts that express true joy, and evangelisation depends on this joy. 

The Holy Father reminds young people that thirty years have passed since the Cross of the 

Jubilee of the Redemption was entrusted to young people. The anniversary is on 22 April. 

'That symbolic act by John Paul II was the beginning of the great youth pilgrimage which has 

since crossed the five continents'. Pope Francis tells young people that after John Paul II’s 

canonisation, 'an event marked by immense joy', he will be 'the great patron of the World 

Youth Days which he inaugurated and always supported'”. 

Pope francis deeply saddened by the fire in barracas, buenos aires  

Vatican City, 6 February 2014 (VIS) – In the wake of yesterday's fire in the Buenos Aires 

neighbourhood of Barracas, in which nine firefighters were killed and several people injured, 

the Holy Father sent a telegram to the metropolitan archbishop of Buenos Aires, Mario 

Aurelio Poli. The Pope writes that he is “deeply saddened” by the tragic accident, 

communicates his closeness to all those affected, and is “united with all those who have 

suffered or been killed in this unfortunate event”. 

“In these sad circumstances, in praying for the eternal repose of those public servants who 

died in the course of duty, I ask God to grant His comfort and strength to all those affected by 

the tragedy, and to inspire feelings of brotherly solidarity to help them face this hardship as 

best they can. I also wish to offer a word of hope to those families who mourn their loved 

ones, and also to those who await the full recovery of the injured”. 

Pope Francis concludes by invoking the protection of Our Lady of Lujan, and imparts “the 

comfort of my apostolic blessing to the dear people of Buenos Aires, ever present in my 

heart”. 

Archbishop tomasi: the holy see will respond to the concluding observations of the u.n. 

committee for the rights of the child  

Vatican City, 6 February 2014 (VIS) – Yesterday afternoon Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, 

permanent observer for the Holy See at the United Nations in Geneva commented on the 

concluding observations of the United Nations Committee for the Rights of the Child, which 

were very critical regarding the issue of the abuse of minors by members of the clergy and 

the actions taken by the Vatican and the Holy See on the matter, and urges revision of the 

Church's teaching on certain themes such as contraception and abortion. 

“My first impression: we need to wait, read attentively and analyse in detail what the 

members of this Commission have written”, commented the nuncio. “But my first reaction is 

of surprise, because of the negative aspects of the document they have produced and that it 

looks almost as if it were already prepared before the meeting of the Committee with the 

delegation of the Holy See, which had given in detail precise responses on various points, 

which have not been reported in this conclusive document or at least have not seemed to be 

taken into serious consideration. In fact, the document does not seem to be updated, taking 

into account what, over the last few years, has been done by the Holy See, with the measures 

taken directly from the authority of Vatican City State and then in various countries by the 

individual Episcopal Conferences. It therefore lacks a correct and updated perspective, which 
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in reality has seen a series of changes for the protection of children that, it seems to me, are 

difficult to find, at the same level of commitment, in other institutions or even in other States. 

This is simply a question of facts, of evidence, which cannot be distorted!”. 

With regard to the Holy See's reaction to the document, the archbishop affirmed that “the 

Holy See will respond, because it is a member, a State that is part of the Convention: it has 

ratified it and intends to observe it in the spirit and letter of this Convention, without added 

ideologies or impositions that lie outside of the Convention itself. For instance: in its 

Preamble, the Convention on the Protection of Children talks about the defence of life and the 

protection of children before and after birth; whereas the recommendation made to the Holy 

See is that of changing its position on the question of abortion! Of course, when a child is 

killed it no longer has rights! Hence this seems to me to be a real contradiction of the 

fundamental objective of the Convention, which is the protection of children. This Committee 

has not done a good service to the United Nations, seeking to introduce and request the Holy 

See to change its non-negotiable teaching! So, it is somewhat sad to see that the Committee 

has not grasped in depth the nature and functions of the Holy See that, however, has 

expressed clearly to the Committee its decision to carry forward the Convention's requests on 

the rights of the child, but defining precisely and protecting first of all those fundamental 

values that give real and effective protection to the child”. 

The observer for the Holy See also commented on the fact that the United Nations had said at 

one time that the Vatican had responded better than other countries to the protection of 

minors, and with regard to the change of opinion expressed in the document published 

yesterday, he said, “the introduction to the final report recognised the clarity of the answers 

that were given; there was no attempt to avoid any request made by the Committee, on the 

basis of the evidence available, and where there was no immediate information, we had 

promised to provide it in the future, according to the directives of the Holy See, as all 

countries do. So it seemed to be a constructive dialogue and I think it should remain as such. 

Therefore, given the impression received through direct dialogue by the delegation of the 

Holy See with the Committee and the text of the conclusions and recommendations, it is 

tempting to say that probably that text had already been written, and does not reflect the input 

and clarity, other than by some hasty addition, to that which had already been offered. So we 

must, with serenity and on the basis of the evidence - because we have nothing to hide! - 

bring forth the explanation of the position of the Holy See, respond to the questions that 

remain, so that the fundamental objective that is to be pursued - the protection of children - 

can be achieved. We are talking about 40 million cases of child abuse in the world: 

unfortunately some of these cases - even though in small proportions in comparison to all 

those that are happening in the world - affect people in the Church. And the Church has 

responded and reacted and continues to do so! We must insist on this policy of transparency, 

of no tolerance of abuse, because even one single case of child abuse is one case too many!” 

Pope francis to polish bishops: the church in poland must reach out to the peripheries  

Vatican City, 7 February 2014 (VIS) – As the canonisation of Blessed John Paul II 

approaches, Pope Francis today received in audience the bishops of the Polish Episcopal 

Conference at the end of their five-yearly “ad limina” visit. He referred to the future saint as 

“a great Pastor who … guides us from Heaven, and reminds us of the importance of spiritual 
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and pastoral communion between bishops”, and invited the former Pope's compatriots to 

ensure that nothing and no-one may bring divisions between them, as they are “called to build 

communion and peace, rooted in fraternal love, and to offer an encouraging example to all”, 

bringing “the strength of hope” to the Polish people. 

The conversations that the Bishop of Rome has held in these days with the Polish prelates 

have confirmed that the Church in Poland “has great potential for faith, prayer, charity and 

Christian practice”, and that this “favours the Christian formation of the people, motivated 

and convinced practice, and the availability of laypeople and religious to collaborate actively 

in ecclesial and social structures”. However, there has been a certain decline in various 

aspects of Christian life, and this requires “discernment, and a search for underlying reasons 

and methods for facing new challenges, such as, for example, the idea of freedom without 

limits, hostile tolerance or indeed distrust of the truth, or resistance to the Church's legitimate 

opposition to dominant relativism”. 

The family, “the place where one learns to live in difference and to belong to others, and 

where parents transmit faith to their children”, should occupy a central position in the 

ordinary pastoral care of bishops, also because “nowadays marriage tends to be viewed as a 

form of mere emotional satisfaction that can be constructed in any way or modified at will. 

Unfortunately this vision also influences the mentality of Christians, promoting a tendency 

towards divorce or separation. Pastors are called upon to ask themselves how they can help 

those who experience this situation, so that they are not excluded from God's mercy, from the 

fraternal love of other Christians and the care of the Church for their salvation; on how to 

help them not to abandon their faith and to enable them to raise their children in the fullness 

of Christian experience”. In this respect, he commented on the need for bishops to consider 

how to improve the preparation of young people for marriage, so that they are able to 

“discover the beauty of this union, based on love and responsibility”, and how to “help 

families to live and appreciate not only moments of joy, but also those of pain and 

weakness”. 

In view of the next World Youth Day, which will be held in Krakow in 2016, the Pope turned 

his thoughts to the young “who, along with the elderly, are the hope of the Church” and to 

whom today's technological world “offers new possibilities for communication, but at the 

same time reduces interpersonal relationships based on direct contact, on the exchange of 

values and shared experiences. However, in the hearts of the young there is the yearning for 

something deeper, which allows their personalities to bloom fully. We must work towards 

meeting this wish”. A good opportunity, is offered by catechesis, which reaches the majority 

of Polish schoolchildren, who reach a good level of understanding of the truth of faith. “The 

Christian religion, however, is not an abstract science, but rather the essential knowledge of 

Christ, a personal relationship with God Who is love”. 

The third theme of the Pope's address was the vocation to the priesthood and to consecrated 

life. After commenting that there are many Polish priests who exercise their ministry in the 

local Churches and also abroad and in missions, he praised the universities and faculties of 

theology throughout the country which “provide good intellectual and pastoral preparation” 

which must always be accompanied by “human and spiritual formation”. 

In priestly ministry, “the light of witness can be obscured or hidden under a bushel if there is 

a lack of missionary spirit, of the wish to go out to the peripheries, with an ever-renewed 

missionary conversion to seek or encounter those who await Christ's Good News. This 
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apostolic style also demands a spirit of poverty, of abandonment, to allow freedom of 

proclamation and sincere witness to charity”. With regard to vocations to consecrated life, 

especially in woman, “it is worrying to see a decline in numbers of those joining religious 

congregations, even in Poland: a complex phenomenon, with multiple causes. I hope that 

female religious Institutes may continue to be, in a way suited to our times, privileged spaces 

for the affirmation and human and spiritual growth of women. May religious women be ready 

to face tasks and missions, even those which are difficult and demanding, which bring to the 

fore their intellectual, emotional and spiritual capacities, their personal talents and charisms”. 

The Pope concluded by encouraging care for the poor as, “in Poland too, despite current 

economic development in the country, there are many who are in need, unemployed, 

homeless, sick, and marginalised, and also many families – especially larger family units – 

who do not have sufficient means to live and to educate their children. Be close to them! I 

know how much the Church does in Poland in this field, demonstrating great generosity not 

only at a national level but also in other countries throughout the world. I thank you and your 

communities for your work. Continue to encourage your priests, religious and all faithful to 

have the 'imagination of charity', and to practice it at all times. And do not forget those who 

for various reasons leave the country in search of a better life elsewhere. Their growing 

numbers and their needs perhaps require greater attention on the part of the Episcopal 

Conference. Accompany them with the suitable pastoral care, so that they may conserve the 

faith and religious traditions of the Polish people”. 

Satisfactory progress in the preparation of the agreement between the holy see and 

palestine  

Vatican City, 7 February 2014 (VIS) – On 6 February 2014, the Bilateral Commission of the 

Holy See and the State of Palestine, which is responsible for finalising the text of a Global 

Agreement following on the Basic Agreement, signed on 15 February 2000, held a Plenary 

Session in Ramallah at the PLO Headquarters to review and approve the work done at the 

level of the joint technical group following the last Plenary Meeting held in the Vatican on 26 

September 2013.  

The talks were chaired by Hanna Amireh, member of Executive Committee of the PLO and 

head of the Presidential Higher Committee for Church Affairs of the State of Palestine, and 

by Archbishop Antoine Camilleri, under-secretary for Relations with States of the Holy See. 

The discussions took place in a cordial and constructive atmosphere. Taking up the issues 

already examined at the technical level, the Commission noted with great satisfaction the 

progress achieved in drawing up the final draft of the text of the Agreement, which deals with 

essential aspects of the life and activity of the Catholic Church in Palestine. Both sides agreed 

to continue in the efforts to complete the constitutional and internal procedures in view of the 

signature of the Agreement. 

The Palestinian side expressed its warm welcome to Pope Francis in view of his upcoming 

visit to the Holy Land. 
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Decrees of the congregation for the causes of saints  

Vatican City, 7 February 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father today received in audience Cardinal 

Angelo Amato S.D.B., prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints. During the 

audience he authorised the promulgation of decrees concerning the following causes: 

MARTYRDOM 

- Servant of God Francesco Zirano, Italian professed priest of the Order of Friars Minor 

Conventual killed in hatred of the faith in Algiers, Algeria, Czech Republic in 1603. 

- Servants of God Paolo Yun Ji-chung, layperson, and 123 companions killed in hatred of the 

faith in Korea between 1791 and 1888. 

HEROIC VIRTUES 

- Servant of God Jesus Maria Echavarria y Aguirre, Mexican bishop of Saltillo and founder 

of the Guadalupan Catechist Sisters (1858-1954). 

- Servant of God Faustino Ghilardi (ne Guglielmo Giacomo), Italian professed priest of the 

Order of Friars Minor (1858-1937) 

- Servant of God Maria Rocio of Jesus Crucified (nee Maria Rafaela Rodriguez Xuarez de la 

Guardia), Spanish professed nun of the Congregation of Sisters of the Love of God (1923-

1956). 

Pope francis asks for peace and reconciliation in sri lanka  

Vatican City, 8 February 2014 (VIS) – The Church in Sri Lanka was consecrated to the 

Virgin seventy-five years ago, and to mark this occasion, the faithful of the island have made 

a pilgrimage to Rome, where they were greeted this morning by Pope Francis in St. Peter's 

Basilica. The Holy Father commented that shortly before the outbreak of the Second World 

War, the archbishop of Colombo, Jean-Marie Masson, made a vow to build a shrine in 

honour of Our Lady if the island were preserved from foreign invasion. So it came about that 

after the end of the war the Shrine of Our Lady of Lanka at Tewatte was constructed. 

“Our Lady is always close to us, she looks upon each one of us with maternal love and 

accompanies us always on our journey”, said the Pontiff. “Do not hesitate to turn to her for 

every need, especially when the burden of life with all its problems makes itself felt”. 

“Your homeland is called the Pearl of the Indian Ocean, on account of its natural beauty and 

its shape”, he continued. “They say that the pearl is formed from the tears of the oyster. 

Unfortunately, many tears have been shed in recent years, on account of the internal conflict 

which caused so many victims and so much damage. It is not easy, I know, to heal the 

wounds and cooperate with yesterday’s enemy to build tomorrow together, but it is the only 

path that gives hope for the future, for development and for peace. For this reason, I assure 

you that you have a particular place in my prayer. I ask the Lord to grant you the gift of peace 

and reconciliation, and to help you in your effort to ensure a better future for all who live in 

Sri Lanka”. 
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The Pope concluded by entrusting the faithful to the maternal intercession of Mary, Our Lady 

of Lanka, and asked them to pray for him. 

Angelus: the christian vocation is to be a lamp shining with the light of christ  

Vatican City, 9 February 2014 (VIS) – At midday today Pope Francis appeared at the 

window of his study to pray the Angelus with the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square and, 

before the Marian prayer, he commented on this Sunday's Gospel reading in which Jesus says 

to his disciples, “You are the salt of the earth … You are the light of the world”. 

“It is rather surprising, if we consider to whom Jesus addressed these words. Who were those 

disciples? They were fishermen, simple people. But Jesus saw them through God's eyes, and 

his statement may be understood precisely as a consequence of the Beatitudes. He meant to 

say, if you are poor in spirit, if you are meek, if you are pure of heart, if you are merciful .. 

you will be the salt of the earth and the light of the world!” 

And to better understand the meaning of Christ's phrase, the Holy Father explained that 

Jewish law prescribed the addition of a little salt to every offering presented to God, as a sign 

of alliance, and light was for Israel the symbol of the messianic revelation, triumphant over 

the darkness of paganism. “Christians, the new Israel, therefore received a mission in relation 

to all mankind: with faith and charity they were able to guide, consecrate and make fruitful 

all humanity. We all, as baptised persons, are missionary disciples, and are called to become 

a living gospel in the world: by a holy life we bring 'flavour' to many contexts, and defend 

them against corruption, like salt; and we will bring the light of Christ with our witness of 

true charity”. 

But if we Christians “lose our flavour, and renounce our presence as salt and light, we lose 

our effectiveness. But our mission to bring light to the world is beautiful! … And it is also 

beautiful to preserve the light we have received from Jesus. … The Christian must be a 

luminous person, who brings light, who always gives light! … A light that is not his or hers, 

but rather a gift from God, and a gift from Jesus. And we bring this light. If the Christian 

allows this light to be extinguished, his life no longer has meaning; he is a Christian by name 

only”. 

The Pope concluded by asking the faithful in the square if they wanted to live as shining 

lamps or as lights that had gone out; when they responded, “Shining lamps!”, he added, “It is 

God himself who gives us this light, and we offer it to others. Shining lamps! This is the 

Christian vocation”. 

Pope francis: the dignity of the person remains intact even in the weak and needy  

Vatican City, 9 February 2014 (VIS) – Following today's Angelus prayer, the Pope recalled 

that next Tuesday, 11 February, the feast of the Virgin of Lourdes, will also be World Day of 

the Sick, “a propitious occasion for placing the sick at the centre of the community”, and he 

asked all those present to pray for them and with them, and to be close to those suffering ill-

health. “In particular, let us imitate Jesus' attitude towards the sick, those who suffered from 

every type of malady: the Lord cares for all, shares in their suffering and opens hearts to 

hope”. 
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He also gave thanks to all healthcare professionals for their valuable work. “Every day they 

encounter in the sick not merely bodies marked by fragility, but also people, to whom 

appropriate attention and responses must be given. The dignity of the person is never reduced 

to his or her faculties or capacities, and is no less when that person is weak, disabled or in 

need of help. I also think of families, where it is normal to care for those who are sick; but at 

times the situation can become more difficult. ... Many people write to me, and today I would 

like to assure a prayer to all these families, and I say to them: do not be afraid of fragility! 

Help each other with love, and you will all be aware of God's consoling presence”. 

The Bishop of Rome mentioned that in these days the Winter Olympics will begin in Sochi, 

Russia, and greeted all the organisers and athletes, expressing his hope that it will be “a true 

celebration of sport and friendship”. 

Finally, Pope Francis offered some words to those affected by natural disasters in various 

countries, including those here in Rome. He assured them of his closeness and commented, 

“nature challenges us to be united and attentive in caring for his Creation, also to prevent, as 

far as possible, the most serious consequences”. 

The eucharist inspires forgiveness and encounter with others  

Vatican City, 12 February 2014 (VIS) – The Eucharist and its relation to our life, as Church 

and as Christians, was the theme of Pope Francis' catechesis during this Wednesday's general 

audience in St. Peter's Square. 

“How do we live the Eucharist … when we go to Mass on a Sunday? What is it for us? Is it 

just an opportunity to celebrate, a consolidated tradition, a way of getting one's bearings and 

feeling better, or is it something more?” asked the Holy Father, who then went on to indicate 

three signs for understanding how we experience this relation. 

The first is our way of living with others. “In the Eucharist Christ renews the gift of Himself 

that He made on the Cross”, he explained. “His entire life is an act of the fullest sharing of 

Himself for love. This is why He loved to stay with the disciples and with those He met. For 

Him, this meant sharing their yearnings, their problems, that which stirred their soul and their 

life. Now, when we participate in the Holy Mass, we find ourselves with many people … but 

the Eucharist that I celebrate, does it lead me to consider them as brothers and sisters? Does it 

inspire me to go towards the poor, the sick, the marginalised? Does it help me to recognise 

Christ's face in them?” 

The grace of being forgiven and willing to forgive is a second sign. “In reality, those who 

celebrate the Eucharist do not do so because they believe themselves to be better, or wish to 

appear better than others, but because they are aware that they are always in need of being 

accepted and regenerated in God's mercy, made flesh in Jesus Christ. If anyone among us 

does not feel in need of God's mercy, if he does not consider himself to be a sinner, it is better 

that he not go to Mass! We go to Mass because we are sinners and because we wish to 

receive God's forgiveness, to participate in Christ's redemption, his forgiveness. That 'I 

confess' that we say at the beginning is not merely a 'pro forma', it is a true act of penance! … 

In that bread and that wine we offer and around which we gather, the gift of the body and 

blood of Christ for the forgiveness of our sins is renewed every time. This best summarises 
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the deepest sense of the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus, and in turn it opens our hearts to the 

forgiveness of our brothers and to reconciliation”. 

The relationship between the Eucharistic celebration and the life of our Christian 

communities is the third sign. “It must always be clear that the Eucharist is not something 

that we do; it is not our commemoration of what Jesus said and did. No. It is an act of Christ! 

It is a gift from Christ, Who is made present and gathers us around Him, to nourish us with 

His Word and His life. This means that the mission and the very identity of the Church spring 

from this, from the Eucharist, and there they assume their form. … a celebration may prove 

to be impeccable, beautiful, from an external point of view, but if it does not lead to an 

encounter with Jesus, the risk is that it does not lead to the nourishment of our hearts and 

lives. Through the Eucharist, instead, Christ wishes to enter into our existence and the 

permeate it with his grace, so that in every Christian community there is coherence between 

liturgy and life”. 

The Pope concluded by encouraging us to “live the Eucharist with a spirit of faith and prayer, 

of forgiveness, of care for the needs of many of our brothers and sisters, in the certainty that 

the Lord will grant that which he has promised – eternal life”. 

Following the catechesis the Pontiff greeted, among others, a delegation from the Czech 

Republic, which included a group of prelates from the Czech Bishops' Conference on their 

“ad limina” visit. Pope Francis asked all those present to pray for him and blessed the Czech 

Church and population, along with the crowns for the Palladium of the Bohemian Lands, an 

ancient icon of the Virgin Mary with the child Jesus which is venerated in Stara Boleslav, a 

few kilometres from Prague, to which the people have always appealed in times of war or 

danger for the country and the Czech population. 

Agreement between the holy see and hungary  

Vatican City, 12 February 2014 (VIS) – On Monday 10 February, at the seat of the 

Hungarian parliament in Budapest, Archbishop Alberto Bottari de Castello, titular of Oderzo 

and apostolic nuncio to Hungary, and Zoltan Balog, minister of human resources in Hungary, 

exchanged the instruments of ratification of the “Agreement between the Holy See and 

Hungary on the amendment of the Agreement, signed on 20 June 1997, on the financing of 

public service and other religious activities (“of the life of faith”) undertaken in Hungary by 

the Catholic Church and on some issues of property ownership, signed in Budapest on 21 

October 2013. 

The agreement, in conformity with article 7 (2), will enter into force upon the exchange of the 

instruments of ratification. 

Progress of the bilateral commission between the holy see and the state of israel  

Vatican City, 12 February 2014 (VIS) – On February 11 the Bilateral Permanent Working 

Commission between the Holy See and the State of Israel met in plenary session in the David 

Citadel Hotel, Jerusalem, to continue negotiations pursuant to article 10, paragraph 2 of the 

“Fundamental Agreement”. 
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The meeting was chaired by Mr. Ze’ev Elkin, deputy minister of foreign affairs and by Msgr. 

Antoine Camilleri, under-secretary for the Holy See's Relations with States. 

The Plenary received a report on the few remaining issues concerning the Single Document. 

The Parties took note of the progress achieved, in a thoughtful and constructive atmosphere, 

since the last Plenary of June 2013, and agreed on future steps, in view of the next Plenary 

meeting to be held in June 2014 in Vatican City. 

Francis praises the vitality of faith in bulgaria  

Vatican City, 13 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning Pope Francis received in audience a 

group of bishops from the Episcopal Conference of Bulgaria on their “ad limina” visit, during 

which he handed them the text of an address in which he praised the vitality of the Catholic 

faith in the country, as demonstrated by a series of initiatives and activities in recent years. 

These include the Jubilee Year of 2010 convoked by the Apostolic Exarchate for Catholics of 

Byzantine-Slavic rite to celebrate the 150th anniversary of union with the Apostolic See of 

Rome; the scientific-commemorative convention on the work of Archbishop Angelo 

Giuseppe Roncalli, apostolic visitor and delegate in Bulgaria during the years 1925 – 1934; 

the celebrations of the 60th anniversary of the martyrdom of the Passionist Blessed Evgenij 

Bossilkov and, during the recent Year of Faith, the National Meeting of Catholics of 

Bulgaria, the National Day for Young People and a study conference on Vatican Council II. 

These initiatives confirm that the Catholic communities belonging both to the Latin Church 

and the Greek-Catholic Church, while a minority in Bulgaria, bear witness “both to natural 

moral values, and to Christ's Gospel, in a society marked by the many spiritual voids left 

behind by the former atheist regime and the uncritical acceptance of cultural models in which 

the suggestions of a certain practical materialism prevail”. 

In the text, the Pope encourages the bishops to follow this path with courage and to inspire 

“that missionary transformation that the Church is called upon to bring about in the entire 

world”. He writes, “We are all missionary disciples, sent by the Lord to evangelise with joy 

and spirit, also recognising the valuable treasure of popular piety. This renewed missionary 

effort also has a social dimension, which takes as a point of reference the social doctrine of 

the Church and whose priorities are the social inclusion of the poor and commitment to the 

common good and social peace. It is therefore important for civil institutions to recognise the 

role of the Holy See as a spiritual and moral authority within the international community and 

to positively acknowledge the presence of the Catholic Church in conjunction with the 

Bulgarian nation and the contribution she offers in the service of the common good and the 

progress of the country”. 

Pope Francis mentions the courageous witness to Christ and the Church on the part of 

Bulgarian faithful during dramatic periods in history and the path they have undertaken in the 

last two decades since regaining their freedom, and he encourages them to trust in the 

providential action of the Lord. He also urges the prelates to prioritise the formation of priests 

and the young, and since Catholics in Bulgaria live in close contact with the communities of 

the Orthodox Church, to continue in their efforts “to promote an increasingly intense and 

brotherly dialogue” with this Church, in order to “open the hearts and minds of all to give rise 

to an ever more concrete hope to arrive at the united celebration of the Eucharistic sacrifice”. 



Pope Francis: February 2014 

 

 25  

compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

Finally, referring to the upcoming canonisation on 27 April of Blesseds John XXIII and John 

Paul II, to be attended by delegations from various Bulgarian dioceses and exarchates, the 

Holy Father states: “It is an eloquent sign of the effect the witness of the first Slavic Pope has 

had on the soul and the life of the Bulgarian Catholic community … and also a sign of the 

living memory left of Archbishop Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli during the years in which he 

worked in Bulgaria as apostolic delegate .. and his affection for the Bulgarian people, which 

in the midst of the vicissitudes of history has kept alive the flame of faith in Christ”. 

Pope francis: the foundation for dialogue between jews and christians is theological  

Vatican City, 13 February 2014 (VIS) – “I am very grateful to you for the distinguished 

contribution you have made to dialogue and fraternity between Jews and Catholics, and I 

encourage you to continue on this path”, said Pope Francis to the 55 members of the 

American Jewish Committee delegation, whom he received this morning in the Consistory 

Hall, also recalling the good relations the organisation maintained with his predecessors, as 

well as with the Holy See and the many representatives of the Catholic world. 

“Next year we will commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of the Second 

Vatican Council, 'Nostra Aetate', which today constitutes for the Church the sure point of 

reference for relations with our 'elder brothers'”, he continued. “From this document, our 

reflection on the spiritual patrimony which unites us and which is the foundation of our 

dialogue has developed with renewed vigour. This foundation is theological, and not simply 

an expression of our desire for reciprocal respect and esteem. Therefore, it is important that 

our dialogue be always profoundly marked by the awareness of our relationship with God”. 

“In addition to dialogue, it is also important to find ways in which Jews and Christians can 

cooperate in constructing a more just and fraternal world. In this regard, I call to mind in a 

particular way our common efforts to serve the poor, the marginalized and those who suffer. 

Our commitment to this service is anchored in the protection of the poor, widows, orphans, 

and foreigners as shown in Sacred Scripture. It is a God given duty, one which reflects His 

holy will and His justice; it is a true religious obligation”. 

Finally, in order that common efforts may not be fruitless, “it is important that we dedicate 

ourselves to transmitting to new generations the heritage of our mutual knowledge, esteem 

and friendship which, thanks to the commitment of associations like yours, has grown over 

these years. It is my hope therefore that the study of relations with Judaism may continue to 

flourish in seminaries and in centres of formation for lay Catholics, as I am similarly hopeful 

that a desire for an understanding of Christianity may grow among young Rabbis and the 

Jewish community”. 

“Dear friends”, concluded the Holy Father, “in a few months I will have the joy of visiting 

Jerusalem, where – as the Psalm says – we are all born and where all peoples will one day 

meet. Accompany me with your prayers, so that this pilgrimage may bring forth the fruits of 

communion, hope and peace. Shalom!” 
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Catholic schools and universities must not be isolated and must engage in dialogue with 

contemporary culture  

Vatican City, 13 February 2014 (VIS) – “Catholic education is one of the most important 

challenges for the Church, currently committed to new evangelisation in an historical and 

cultural context that is undergoing constant transformation”, remarked the Holy Father in his 

address to participants in the plenary session of the Congregation for Catholic Education (for 

Educational Institutions), whom he received in audience in the Sala Clementina this morning. 

The agenda of the plenary session, the Pope commented, includes themes of primary 

importance such as the implementation of the Apostolic Constitution “Sapientia Christiana”, 

the consolidation of the identity of Catholic universities, and the preparations for the events 

which will fall in 2015: the fiftieth anniversary of the Conciliar Declaration “Gravissimum 

educationis” and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Apostolic Constitution “Ex Corde 

Ecclesiae”. 

Pope Francis proposed three aspects for consideration by the participants: the value of 

dialogue in education, the qualified preparation of formators and the responsibility of 

educational institutions to express the living presence of the Gospel in the fields of education, 

science and culture. 

Referring to the first of these points, he said, “Effectively, Catholic schools and universities 

are attended by many students who are not Christian or do not believe. Catholic educational 

institutions offer to all an approach to education that has as its aim the full development of 

the person, which responds to the right of every person to access to knowledge. However, 

they are also called upon to offer, with full respect for the freedom of each person and using 

the methods appropriate to the scholastic environment, the Christian belief, that is, to present 

Jesus Christ as the meaning of life, the cosmos and history. Jesus began to proclaim the good 

news of the 'Galilee of the people', a crossroads of people, diverse in terms of race, culture 

and religion. This context resembles today's world, in certain respects. The profound changes 

that have led to the ever wider diffusion of multicultural societies require those who work in 

the school or university sector to be involved in educational itineraries involving comparison 

and dialogue, with a courageous and innovative fidelity that enables Catholic identity to 

encounter the various 'souls' of multicultural society”. 

With regard to the second aspect, the Pope remarked that during his meeting with the 

Superior Generals, he had emphasised that education in our times “is guided by a changing 

generation, and that, therefore, every educator – and the Church as a whole is an educating 

mother – is required to change, in the sense of knowing how to communicate with the 

young”. 

In relation to the responsibility of educational institutions to “express the living presence of 

the Gospel in the field of education, science and culture”, Pope Francis reiterated the need for 

Catholic academic institutions to avoid “isolating themselves in the world”, and instead to 

“know how to enter, with courage, into the Areopagus of contemporary cultures and to 

initiate dialogue, aware of the gift they are able to offer to all”. 
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Fifty years after sacrosanctum concilium: the challenge of liturgical renovation and 

deepening  

Vatican City, 13 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning a press conference was held in the 

Holy See Press Office to present the Symposium “Sacrosanctum Concilium. Gratitude and 

commitment for a great ecclesial movement”, organised by the Congregation for Divine 

Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments. The congress, organised in collaboration with 

the Pontifical Lateran University and scheduled to take place from 18 to 20 February, will 

commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Council Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 

promulgated by Pope Paul VI on 4 December 1963. 

The speakers at the conference were Archbishop Arthur Roche, secretary of the Congregation 

for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Msgr. Juan Miguel Ferrer 

Grenesche, under-secretary of the same Congregation, and Philippe Chenaux, professor of 

modern and contemporary history of the Church at the Pontifical Lateran University and 

director of the “Vatican Council II” Centre for Study and Research. 

In addition, a text prepared by Cardinal Antonio Canizares Llovera, prefect of the 

Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments was read by Msgr. 

Juan Miguel Ferrer Grenesche, and a text by Bishop Enrico dal Covolo, S.D.B., rector of the 

Pontifical Lateran University, was read by Professor Philippe Chenaux. 

Cardinal Canizares commented that the Council was “an invitation to the Church to be 

herself, as God wished her to be and created her, and to act in a manner coherent with her 

vocation and with the mission that God Himself has given her. … With this beginning, which 

focuses on the theme of the Liturgy, the emphasis is unequivocally placed on the primacy of 

God in the Church; God first of all. … When God is not in first place, everything else loses 

its way”. 

The Vatican Council II Fathers demonstrated this priority first by approving the Constitution 

“Sacrosanctum Concilium”, clarifying that “worship comes first; God comes first. Therefore, 

beginning with the theme of the Liturgy, the Council explicitly turned attention to God's 

primacy and at the same time indicated it as a sure point of orientation for the path to be 

followed in the future”. 

With regard to “gratitude” and “commitment”, the prelate added, “We must, indeed, thank 

God for this first fruit of the Council … not only for the Constitution itself, but also for the 

renewing dynamism of the Church that it has given rise to, and continues to provide. At the 

same time, urgent commitment on our part to the continuation and deepening of the liturgical 

renewal hoped for by the Vatican Council II is now called for. It is true that much has been 

done, but there remains much still to do”. 

The Symposium will include a component dedicated to theological and pastoral reflection, 

and will offer important opportunities for celebrations and time for prayer; ample space will 

also be dedicated to the beauty of art in the service of liturgy, represented by concerts and 

exhibitions. The participants will meet with the Holy Father on Wednesday 19 February 

during the general audience. 
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The pope meets ten thousand engaged couples in st. Peter's square  

Vatican City, 14 February 2014 (VIS) – Ten thousand engaged couples from all over the 

world gathered today, on the feast of St. Valentine, in St. Peter's Square to consider the 

vocation of marriage, with the theme “The joy of 'Yes' for ever”, and to meet with Pope 

Francis. The event, organised by the Pontifical Council for the Family, takes as its starting 

point the idea that one does not get married once all problems are solved, but rather that one 

marries in order to face problems together, and concludes that it is still possible to take the 

risk of saying “for ever”, that it takes courage, but “for ever” is a prospect that brings joy and 

allows us to look to the future with hope. 

The event began at 11 a.m. with a series of testimonies from couples, interspersed with 

readings and songs dedicated to love in its various manifestations, and at 12.30 p.m. the Holy 

Father entered the Square to greet the couples and to comment on three issues put forward by 

many couples: The fear of “for ever”, living together, the matrimonial way of life; and the 

type of matrimonial celebration. 

“It is important to ask ourselves if it is possible to love one another 'for ever'”, affirmed the 

Pope. “Today many people are afraid of making definitive decisions, that affect them for all 

their lives, because it seems impossible … and this mentality leads many who are preparing 

for marriage to say, 'We will stay together for as long as our love lasts'. But what do we mean 

by 'love'? A mere emotion, a psycho-physical state? Certainly, if it is just this, it cannot 

provide the foundation for building something solid. But if instead love is a relationship, then 

it is a growing reality, and we can also say, by way of example, that it is built in the same 

way that we build a house. And we build a house together, not alone! … You would not wish 

to build it on the shifting sands of emotions, but on the rock of true love, the love that comes 

from God. The family is born of this project of love that wishes to grow, as one builds a 

house that becomes the locus of affection, help, hope and support. Just as God's love is stable 

and lasts for ever, we want the love on which a family is based to be stable and to last for 

ever. We must not allow ourselves to be conquered by a 'throwaway culture'. This fear of 'for 

ever' is cured by entrusting oneself day by day to the Lord Jesus in a life that becomes a daily 

spiritual path of common growth, step by step. Because 'for ever' is not simply a question of 

duration! A marriage does not succeed just because it lasts; its quality is also important. To 

stay together and to know how to love each other for ever is the challenge Christian married 

couples face! … In the Our Father prayer we say, 'Give us this day our daily bread'. Married 

couples may also learn to pray, 'Give us this day our daily love', teach us to love each other, 

to care for each other. The more you entrust yourselves to the Lord, the more your love will 

be 'for ever', able to renew itself and to overcome every difficulty”. 

In response to the second question, Francis emphasised that living together is “an art, a 

patient, beautiful and fascinating journey … which can be summarised in three words: please, 

thank you and sorry. 'Please' is a kind request to be able to enter into the life of someone else 

with respect and care. … True love does not impose itself with hardness and aggression. … 

St. Francis said that 'courtesy is the sister of charity, it extinguishes hatred and kindles love'. 

And today, in our families, in our world, often violent and arrogant, there is a need for far 

more courtesy. 'Thank you': gratitude is an important sentiment. Do we know how to say 

thank you? In your relationship, and in your future as married couples, it is important to keep 

alive your awareness that the other person is a gift from God, and we should always give 

thanks for gifts from God. … It is not merely a kind word to use with strangers, in order to be 

polite. It is necessary to know how to say thank you, to journey ahead together”. 
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“'Sorry'. In our lives we make many errors, many mistakes. We all do. … And this is why we 

need to be able to use this simple word, 'sorry'. In general we are all ready to accuse other 

sand to justify ourselves. It is an instinct that lies at the origins of many disasters. Let us learn 

to recognise our mistakes and to apologise. … Also in this way, the Christian family grows. 

We are all aware that the perfect family does not exist, nor does the perfect husband, nor the 

perfect wife. We exist, and we are sinners. Jesus, who knows us well, teaches us a secret: 

never let a day go by without asking forgiveness, or without restoring peace to your home. … 

If we learn to apologise and to forgive each other, the marriage will last and will move on”. 

Finally, the Holy Father commented that marriage should be a celebration, but a Christian 

rather than a worldly one. He offered as an example Jesus' first miracle at Cana, when he 

transformed water into wine when the latter appeared to have run out, thus saving the 

celebrations. “What happened at Cana two thousand years ago, happens in reality at every 

wedding feast. It is the presence of the Lord, who reveals Himself and the gift of His grace, 

that will render your marriage full and profoundly true. … At the same time, it is good for 

your wedding to be sober and to emphasise that which is truly important. Some people are 

more concerned with external signs, with the banquet, the dress... These are important aspects 

of a feast, but only if they are able to indicate the true reason for your joy: the Lord's blessing 

upon your love. Ensure that, like the wine in Cana, the external signs of your wedding feast 

reveal the presence of the Lord and remind you, and all those presence, of the origin of and 

reason for your joy”. 

To czech bishops: synergy between the clergy, religious and lay faithful  

Vatican City, 14 February 2014 (VIS) – Today, on the feast of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, 

Pope Francis received in audience the prelates of the Czech Bishops' Conference at the end of 

their “ad limina” visit. In the text of the address he handed to them, he writes that to enable 

the faithful to know Jesus Christ well, it is necessary “to increase appropriate pastoral 

initiatives dedicated towards a solid preparation for the Sacraments and active participation in 

the liturgy. Commitment to religious education for a qualified presence in the world of 

schools and culture is also necessary. On your part, there must be a vigilant and courageous 

openness to new impulses from the Holy Spirit, Whose charisms are widespread and render 

the lay faithful available to assume responsibilities and ministries, useful for the renewal and 

growth of the Church”. 

The Pope goes on to state that, to face contemporary challenges and new matters of pastoral 

urgency, there is a need for synergy between clergy, religious and lay faithful. He also repeats 

that “while for a long period the Church in your country was oppressed by regimes based on 

ideologies contrary to human dignity and freedom, today you must face other more insidious 

difficulties, such as secularism and relativism. It is therefore necessary, alongside the tireless 

proclamation of Gospel values, to engage in constructive dialogue with all, even with those 

who are far from any religious feeling”. 

The Holy Father emphasises that the bishops must “persevere in prayer, generous in serving 

your people, full of zeal in the proclamation of the Word. It is your task to follow your priests 

with paternal affection: they are your principal collaborators, and their parochial mission 

requires stability to favour a climate of truth and serenity in the people”. He urges them to 

“promote the pastoral vocation in an increasingly organic and capillary fashion, and in 



Pope Francis: February 2014 

 

 30  

compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

particular to encourage the young in the search for meaning and in giving to God and to their 

brothers. May you turn your attention also to the pastoral of the family”, he added, “as the 

family is the cornerstone of social life and only by working in favour of families may we 

renew the fabric of the ecclesial community and of civil society itself”. 

The Pope mentions the importance of unity and solidarity between bishops, as well as their 

communion with Peter's Successor. “This fraternal union is equally indispensable for the 

effectiveness of the work of your Episcopal Conference, and can give you ever greater 

authority in your relations with the civil authorities of the country, both in ordinary life and in 

facing the most delicate problems”. In relation to economic matters, the Pope mentions that 

“material goods are destined exclusively to the spiritual mission of the Church, to ensure that 

every ecclesial situation there are the necessary means and freedom for pastoral activity. It is 

necessary to pay close attention to guarantee that ecclesiastical assets are administered with 

caution and transparency, so that they are protected and preserved, also with the help of 

trusted and competent lay faithful”.  

The pope receives the president of the republic of cyprus  

Vatican City, 15 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Vatican Apostolic Palace, Pope 

Francis received the president of the Republic of Cyprus, Nicos Anastasiades, who 

subsequently went on to meet with Archbishop Pietro Parolin, secretary of State, 

accompanied by Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with States. 

During the cordial discussions, which highlighted the good relations between the Holy See 

and the Republic of Cyprus, mention was made of several matters of common interest, such 

as the positive role of religion in society and the protection of the right to religious freedom. 

Satisfaction was expressed at the resumption of negotiations aiming at the development of a 

shared solution to the Island’s current situation. Finally, the Parties indicated their concern 

regarding the political instability affecting the region of the Near and Middle East, which 

leads to great suffering on the part of civilian populations, and shared their hope that the 

Christian communities in the various countries may continue to offer their contribution to 

building a future of material and spiritual well-being. 

 

Pope francis: gossip can kill  

Vatican City, 16 February 2014 (VIS) – The Roman parish of St. Thomas the Apostle in 

Infernetto, in the south of the diocese, received a visit from Pope Francis yesterday afternoon. 

Upon arrival the Bishop of Rome met with the children who will receive Communion and 

Confirmation this year, and greeted the faithful in the parish square, along with recently 

baptised children and their parents, the elderly and sick of the parish and the Association of 

families with disabled children, and before the Holy Mass he confessed a number of 

penitents. 

“Once upon a time, Jesus' disciples ate wheat, because they were hungry; but it was the 

sabbath and on the sabbath it was not permitted to eat grain”, said the Pope in his homily. 

“The pharisees said, 'Look at what they are doing! He who does this runs counter to the law 

and soils his soul, because he does not obey'. And Jesus answered, 'That which comes from 
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outside does not soil the soul; it that which comes from inside, from your heart, that may soil 

the soul'. And I think it is good for us, nowadays, to think not of whether or not our souls are 

pure or unclean, but to ask what there is within our hearts; what do I have within, that I know 

I have, and which no-one else knows. What is in our heart? Is there love? Do I love my 

parents, my children, my wife, my husband, the people in my neighbourhood, the sick? Do I 

love them? And is there hate in my heart? Do I hate anyone? Because often we find that there 

is also hate. 'I love everyone, apart from this one, that one, or the other ...'. This is hate, isn't 

it?” 

“What do I have in my heart?” he continued. “Is there forgiveness? Do I have an attitude of 

forgiveness towards those who have wronged me, or is there an attitude of revenge? … We 

must ask ourselves what we have inside, because what we have inside comes out and causes 

harm, if it is bad; if it is good, it comes out and does good. And it is beautiful to be truthful 

with ourselves, and to be ashamed of ourselves when we realise we are in a situation that is 

not as God would wish”. 

The Pope commented that in today's Gospel, Jesus says, “'You have heard that it was said to 

your ancestors, You shall not kill ... But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will 

be liable to judgement'. And whoever insults his brother, kills him in his heart; whoever 

gossips maliciously about his brother, kills him in his heart. Perhaps we are not aware of this 

… we gossip about this and that … and this is what is means to kill one's brother. To 

understand one's brother, to understand people, means to love, and to forgive: it is to 

understand, to forgive, and to be patient”. 

“We must ask the Lord for two graces”, concluded Pope Francis. “The first is to know what 

is in our hearts, so as not to be deceived. The second is to do the good that is in our hearts, 

and not the ill that lies therein. And speaking of 'killing', to remember that words may kill. 

Our ill-will towards others can also kill. … It often seems that the sins of slander and 

defamation have been removed from the Decalogue, and speaking ill of a person is a sin. … 

Let us always ask the Lord to help us to love our neighbours. And if we cannot love a person, 

why not? They we must pray for that person, in order that the Lord might help me wish him 

well. And we must continue in this way, aware that our live is rendered impure by the ill-will 

that comes from our hearts”. 

Angelus: the higher justice of the christian  

Vatican City, 16 February 2014 (VIS) – The “complete fulfilment of the Law” in the light of 

Jesus' teaching in the Sermon on the Mount was the central theme of Pope Francis' comments 

before this Sunday's Angelus prayer. The Holy Father explained to the thousands of faithful 

gathered in St. Peter's Square that in his first great sermon, Christ reveals his attitude towards 

Jewish Law, when He states, “ Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 

prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfil”, and remarks that fulfilling the Law 

requires a higher justice, a truer observance. 

“But what does this 'complete fulfilment' mean? And what does this higher justice consist of? 

Jesus Himself gives us the answer with some examples”, continued the Pope. “Jesus was 

practical, and always spoke through examples to make Himself understood. He starts with the 

fifth Commandment from the Decalogue: 'You have heard that it was said to your ancestors, 

You shall not kill ... But I say to you, whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to 
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judgement”. With this, Jesus reminds us that words too can kill. … When we say that 

someone has a serpent's tongue, we mean that his words can kill. Therefore, not only is it 

forbidden to make an attempt on the life of others, we must also refrain from pouring the 

poison of anger over them or striking them with slander. Nor may we speak ill of them. This 

brings us to the matter of gossip. Gossip can kill because it can kill someone's reputation. 

Gossip is a bad thing. In the beginning, it may seem enjoyable and fun, but in the end it fills 

our hearts with bitterness, and poisons us too. In truth, I am convinced that if every one of us 

promised to avoid gossip, we would eventually become saints!” 

Jesus offers those who follow him “the perfection of love, a love whose only measure is to be 

without measure, overcoming any self-interest. Loving one's neighbour is so fundamental that 

Jesus states that our relationship to God cannot be sincere if we are not willing to make peace 

with our neighbour. … Consequently, we are called to be reconciled first with our brothers 

before expressing our devotion to the Lord through prayer”. 

From all this, one may conclude that “Jesus does not accord importance only to disciplinary 

observance and external conduct. He goes to the root of the Law, focusing on intent and thus 

on the heart of man, the origin of our intentions, both good and evil. To guarantee good and 

honest deeds, legal rules are not enough; it is necessary to discover profound motivations, the 

expression of a hidden wisdom, God's Wisdom, which may be received through the Holy 

Spirit. Through faith in Christ, we can open ourselves to the action of the Spirit, which 

enables us to experience divine love. In light of this teaching, every precept reveals its full 

meaning as a requirement of love, and they all come together in the greatest commandment of 

all: to love God with all your heart and love your neighbour as yourself". 

The pope's meeting with the council of cardinals  

Vatican City, 17 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Domus Sanctae Marthae the 

Pope's third meeting with the Council of Cardinals began. The Council was created on 13 

April 2013 and confirmed by Pope's chirograph of 28 September, to assist in the governance 

of the Universal Church and to draw up a plan for the revision of the Apostolic Constitution 

“Pastor bonus” on the Roman Curia. The meeting will conclude on 19 February. Following 

the morning session, a press conference was held in which Fr. Federico Lombardi S.J., 

director of the Holy See Press Office, presented information on the meeting which begins ten 

days of intense activity on the part of the cardinals. 

“As usual the Cardinals initiated their work with a Holy Mass concelebrated this morning at 7 

a.m. in the Sanctae Marthae chapel, after which they began their meetings in a nearby room. 

Archbishop Pietro Parolin, secretary of State and future cardinal, was and will continue to be 

present”. 

He continued, “The morning was dedicated to hearing the representatives of the Commission 

for Reference on the the Organisation of the Economic-Administrative Structure of the Holy 

See (COSEA). Three members of the Commission were present, rather than the entire 

Commission: the president Josef F.X. Zahra, the secretary Msgr. Lucio Vallejo Balda and 

Joachim Messemer, who is also the international revisor for the Prefecture of Economic 

Affairs of the Holy See. The work carried out during the eight months since the creation of 

this body was presented, but no decision was made. Following the meeting, the cardinals 

dined together with Cardinal Giuseppe Bertello, president of the Governorate of Vatican City 
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State, and this afternoon they will continue their meeting, but without the attendance of the 

COSEA representatives”. 

“Tomorrow, Tuesday 18 February, the Commission for Reference on the Institute for Works 

of Religion (IOR) will be heard. On Wednesday, Pope Francis will hold the usual general 

audience in St. Peter's Square, while the cardinals will continue their work in his absence and, 

in the afternoon, the cardinals of the so-called “Council of Fifteen” instituted by John Paul II 

and responsible for the general consolidated financial statement of the Holy See and the 

Governorate of Vatican City State will meet with the “Council of Eight”, the cardinals who 

are participating in the meetings held from 17 to 19 February”. 

The extraordinary consistory of cardinals, dedicated to the family, is scheduled to begin at 

9.30 a.m. on Thursday 20 February in the New Synod Hall. The work of the consistory will 

begin with a greeting from the dean of the College of Cardinals, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, 

and there will be an address from Cardinal Walter Kasper. The participants will meet in the 

morning session from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m., and in the afternoon from 16.30 to 19.30. The 

meeting will conclude on Friday. 

On Saturday, 22 February in St. Peter's Square there will be a consistory during which the 

Pope will create sixteen new cardinals, and on Sunday 23 February the Holy Father will 

concelebrate Mass with the new cardinals. On Monday 24 and Tuesday 25 February, a 

meeting of the Secretariat of the Synod and the Council of Fifteen will take place. 

SECOND DAY OF THE C8 MEETING: REPORT OF THE COMMISSION FOR 

THE IOR 

Vatican City, 18 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning a press conference was held during 

which Fr. Federico Lombardi, S.J., director of the Holy See Press Office, gave a briefing on 

the second meeting of the Holy Father and the Council of Cardinals (C8). The meeting was 

also attended by Archbishop Pietro Parolin, secretary of State, who will participate at all 

times, although he will be absent from this afternoon's session due to an official appointment 

at the Italian embassy to the Holy See. 

Fr. Lombardi communicated that yesterday afternoon the Council reflected on the results of 

the Commission for Reference on the the Organisation of the Economic-Administrative 

Structure of the Holy See (COSEA), presented during the preceding morning session. The 

president of the Commission, Joseph F.X. Zahra, was the only member of the Commission 

present. Msgr. Alfred Xuereb also attended today's meeting in his role as the papal delegate 

to the Pontifical Commission for Reference on the Institute of Works of Religion. 

The day's events began, as usual, at 7 a.m. with the celebration of Holy Mass in the Domus 

Sanctae Marthae chapel; the meeting started at 9.30 a.m. in the same room where yesterday's 

gathering was held. The morning was spent hearing the representatives of the Pontifical 

Commission for Reference on the Institute for Works of Religion (IOR), instituted by 

chirograph on 24 June 2013. This Commission was the result of the Holy Father's wish to 

acquire a better knowledge of the legal position and the activities of the Institute to enable 

greater harmonisation of the latter with the mission of the Universal Church and the 

Apostolic See, within the broader context of reforms involving some of the Institutions which 
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offer support to the Apostolic See. Its task is to gather information on the functioning of the 

Institute and to report the results to the Pontiff. 

The session was attended by Cardinal Raffaele Farina, president; Cardinal Jean-Louis 

Tauran, member; Bishop Juan Ignacio Arrieta Ochoa de Chinchetru, coordinator; and Msgr. 

Peter Bryan Wells, secretary. Professor Mary Ann Glendon was not present as she does not 

reside in Rome. 

The Commission presented the work carried out during these months, which was received 

with great interest by the cardinals, and provided information on the current situation of the 

Institute and the problems that it must face. Suggestions were offered for future changes, 

although no decisions were made following the hearing. One of the key points was the 

mission of the IOR in relation to the action of the Church in the world and not only from the 

perspective of economic performance. 

Fr. Lombardi commented that it is important to bear in mind, considering the work of the two 

Commissions, that their aims are different but that they both fit into the contextual reality of 

the Holy See; for this reason the Holy Father wishes to obtain an overall view with regard to 

the reorganisation of its governance and structures. 

The meeting will continue this afternoon, and tomorrow the C8 Council of Cardinals will 

with the Council of Fifteen. Due to the large number of attendees, the Wednesday meeting 

will not be held in the room in the Domus Sanctae Marthae, but is instead likely to be held in 

the Apostolic Palace. 

GENERAL AUDIENCE: CONFESSION IS FOR THE COURAGEOUS  

Vatican City, 19 February 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father dedicated his catechesis at this 

Wednesday's general audience to the Sacrament of penance. After touring St. Peter's Square 

in an open car, greeting the thousands of faithful who applauded as he passed, the Pope 

explained that “the forgiveness of our sins is not something we can offer to ourselves; it is not 

the result of our efforts, but rather a gift from the Holy Spirit, which fills us from the 

wellspring of mercy and grace that surges endlessly from the open heart of Christ, crucified 

and risen again. … It reminds us that it is only by allowing ourselves to be reconciled through 

the Lord Jesus with the Father and with our brothers that we may truly be at peace”. 

Pope Francis explained that the celebration of this Sacrament has transformed from its 

previously public nature to the private and reserved form of Confession. However, “this 

should not lead to the loss of the ecclesiastical matrix, which constitutes its living context. 

Indeed, the Christian community is the place in which the presence of the Spirit is felt, which 

renews hearts in God's love and brings all brothers together as one, in Jesus Christ”. He 

continued, “For this reason, it is not enough to ask for the Lord's forgiveness in our own 

minds and hearts, but rather it is also necessary to humbly and trustfully confess our sins to a 

minister of the Church”. 

The Bishop of Rome emphasised that the priest does not only represent God, but rather the 

community as a whole, and that anyone who seeks to confess only to God should remember 

that our sins are also committed against our brothers and against the Church, which is why it 

is necessary to ask forgiveness from them too, and to be ashamed for what we have done. 
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“Shame can be good”, he affirmed; “It is good for us to have a certain amount of shame, 

because to be ashamed can be healthy. When someone has no shame, in my country we 

describe them as “sin verguenza”, shameless. Shame can be good as it can make us humble, 

and the priest receives this confession with love and tenderness, and forgives in the name of 

God. Also from a human point of view, to unburden oneself, it is good to speak with a 

brother and to tell the priest those things which lie so heavily upon our hearts. And one feels 

unburdened before God, with the Church, and with a brother. Do not be afraid of 

Confession!” 

The Pontiff went on to ask those present when they last confessed, and strongly urged them 

not to overlook Confession. “If a long time has passed, do not waste another day, go, the 

priest will be good. It is Jesus who is there, and Jesus is better than a priest, Jesus will receive 

you, he will receive you with love. Be courageous and go to Confession! … Every time we 

confess, God embraces us, God celebrates! Let us go ahead on this path. May God bless 

you!” 

APPEAL FOR AN END TO THE VIOLENCE IN UKRAINE  

Vatican City, 19 February 2014 (VIS) – Following today's catechesis, Pope Francis launched 

an appeal for an end to the violence in Ukraine, in whose capital Kiev there have been clashes 

between the forces of order and anti-government demonstrators, causing twenty-five deaths 

last night. “It is with concern that I follow the events in Kiev during these days. I assure the 

Ukrainian people of my closeness and pray for the victims of the violence, for their families, 

and for the injured. I urge all parties to cease every form of violence and to pursue harmony 

and peace throughout the country”. 

THE POPE: PRAY FOR THE PETRINE MINISTRY ON THE FEAST OF THE 

CHAIR OF ST. PETER  

Vatican City, 19 February 2014 (VIS) – In his greetings in various languages, the Pope 

reminded the Polish pilgrims present at today's general audience that next Saturday will be 

the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter the Apostle, “a day of special communion for believers 

with Peter's Successor and with the Holy See”. “I give thanks to you all for your prayers for 

my Petrine ministry, and for the witness of life given in Christ for the edification of the 

ecclesial community. 

He also greeted the participants in the symposium “Sacrosanctum Concilium, gratitude and 

commitment, for a great movement of ecclesial communion”, accompanied by Cardinal 

Antonio Canizares Llovera, prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the 

Discipline of the Sacraments, and those attending the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical 

Academy for Life, which is celebrating the twentieth anniversary of its foundation; he 

encouraged them to “continue in their valuable work in the service of the Gospel of life”. 
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THE COUNCIL OF CARDINALS WILL CONTINUE TO MEET IN COMING 

MONTHS  

Vatican City, 19 February 2014 (VIS) – The Council of the eight cardinals continued its work 

yesterday afternoon, in a meeting dedicated to the examination of the information presented 

to the cardinals yesterday and on Monday by the Commission for Reference on the the 

Organisation of the Economic-Administrative Structure of the Holy See (COSEA) and the 

Commission for Reference on the Institute for Works of Religion (IOR), reported Fr. 

Federico Lombardi S.J., director of the Holy See Press Office, in the third of this week's daily 

briefings for journalists. 

“The cardinals have worked intensively, they have taken a number of questions into 

consideration, and have formulated proposals to be presented to the Holy Father in various 

fields, those of economic and administrative structures, which relate to what we refer to as 

the economic and financial dicasteries, and on the IOR, which is a far more specific theme. It 

will then be up to the Holy Father to follow or to modify these proposals, but the Council has 

completed its task. This morning the dates of the next meetings were set: from 28 to 30 April, 

shortly after the canonisation of John XXIII and John Paul II, and from 1 to 4 July. It is also 

confirmed that the cardinals have in no way completed their reviews of the different 

dicasteries of the Holy See. 

“This afternoon, the representatives of the Commissions which have reported to the Council 

of Cardinals – the so-called C8 – will do the same with the Council of Fifteen, or rather the 

cardinals who oversee the financial statement of the Holy See and the Governorate of Vatican 

City State. The C8 cardinals will also attend the meeting, to take place in the Sala Bologna of 

the Apostolic Palace, which is able to accommodate a large group. It will be a very brief 

presentation, of about fifteen minutes for each Commission, of what has been treated more 

exhaustively during these days. These presentations will be given by the three members of 

the COSEA who attended Monday's meeting, whereas the Commission for Reference on the 

IOR will be represented by Cardinal Raffaele Farina S.D:B., and the coordinator, Bishop 

Juan Ignacio Arrieta de Chinchetru. The C15 will hold its ordinary meetings next Monday 

and Tuesday, to discuss the matters within its remit. Finally, we can say that this morning and 

this afternoon's meetings are for communication, information and co-ordination”. 

“Tomorrow the extraordinary consistory for the family will begin, in which according to the 

calculations of the dean, Cardinal Angelo Sodano, around 185 prelates will participate”, 

continued Fr. Lombardi. Some are unable to come to Rome for health reasons or due to the 

excessive duration of the journey. Work will begin at 9.30 a.m. with greetings from Cardinal 

Sodano, and will continue with an address from the Holy Father. However, we do not know if 

the Holy Father's address will be open to journalists or if the prelates would prefer to 

continue behind closed doors following the greetings from the Cardinal Dean. This will be 

followed by a lengthy address by Cardinal Kasper, which will be reserved to the participants 

in the consistory; it will not therefore be published in full. We do not yet know whether other 

Cardinals will have the opportunity to take the floor, considering the length of Cardinal 

Kasper's presentation. Other interventions are planned during the consistory but in no 

particular order”. 

Finally, the director of the Press Office informed the journalists of the locations for the 

courtesy visits to the new cardinals, most of which will take place in the Paul VI Hall or the 

Apostolic Palace. 
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CONSISTORY AND COURTESY VISITS OF NEW CARDINALS  

Vatican City, 19 February 2014 (VIS) – In St. Peter's Basilica at 11 a.m. on Saturday 22 

February Pope Francis will celebrate an ordinary public consistory for the creation of 

eighteen new cardinals during which he will impose the biretta, consign the ring and assign 

them their title or diaconate, according to a communique released today by the Office of 

Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme Pontiff. 

The same afternoon, from 4.30 to 6.30 p.m., the new cardinals will receive all those who wish 

to pay them a courtesy visit, in the following locations in the Paul VI Hall and Apostolic 

Palace: 

Atrium of the Paul VI Hall: Cardinals Vincent Gerard Nichols, LeopoldoJose Brenes 

Solorzano, Gerald Cyprien Lacroix, I.S.P.X., Jean-Pierre Kutwa, Fernando Sebastian Aguilar, 

C.M.F. and Kelvin Edward Felix. 

Paul VI Hall: Cardinals Andrew Yeom Soo-Jung, Ricardo Ezzati Andrello, S.D.B., Philippe 

Nakellentuba Ouedraogo, Orlando B. Quevedo, O.M.I., Chibly Langlois, Orani Joao 

Tempesta, O. Cist., Gualtiero Bassetti and Mario Aurelio Poli. 

Sala Regia of the Apostolic Palace: Cardinals Pietro Parolin and Lorenzo Baldisseri. 

Sala Ducale of the Apostolic Palace: Cardinals Gerhard Ludwig Muller and Beniamino 

Stella. 

On Sunday 23 February, at 10 a.m. in the Vatican basilica, the Holy Father will preside at a 

concelebrated Mass with the new cardinals. 

EXTRAORDINARY CONSISTORY ON THE FAMILY BEGINS  

Vatican City, 20 February 2014 (VIS) – “It is the first time that the entire College of 

Cardinals gathers around you, pleased to accept your invitation to participate in an 

extraordinary consistory”, said Cardinal Angelo Sodano, dean of the College of Cardinals to 

Pope Francis, in this morning's opening address for the extraordinary consistory on the 

family, held in the New Synod Hall. The consistory will conclude tomorrow afternoon. 

Cardinal Sodano, mentioning those cardinals who were unable to travel to Rome for reasons 

of advanced age or health, affirmed that they all “assured their spiritual closeness and we feel 

they are present all the same … and send them a brotherly greeting from this Hall”. 

To face a pastoral challenge as important as that of the family, both in this consistory and 

later in the next Synod, “the Pastors of the Church”, he continued, wish to assure the Pope  

that there will be no scarcity of that help that Pope Paul VI said he expected from the bishops 

following Vatican Council II, in the hope that he would never lack “the consolation of their 

presence, the help of their wisdom and experience, the support of their counsel, and the voice 

of their authority". 

“Holy Father”, he concluded, “you will certainly not lack the support of the Cardinal Fathers, 

who wish to face with a vision of faith and hope this complex period in human history”. 
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Pope Francis then greeted those presence and gave thanks with them to the Lord “who grants 

us these days of encounter and work together. We especially welcome those brothers who on 

Saturday will be created cardinals, and accompany them with prayer and fraternal affection. I 

give thanks to Cardinal Sodano for his words”. 

“In these days we will reflect, in particular, on the family, which is the fundamental cell of 

human society. Since the beginning the Creator gave His blessing to man and woman in order 

that they be fecund and multiply on earth; and thus is the family represented on earth as the 

reflection of the Triune God”. 

“In our reflection we will always keep in mind the beauty of the family and of marriage, athe 

greatness of this facet of human life, so simple and at the same time so rich, made up of joys 

and hopes, strife and suffering, like all of life. We will seek to deepen the theology of the 

family and the pastoral ministry that we must undertake in these current conditions. We will 

do so in depth and without falling into trap of “case studies”, as this would inevitably lead to 

a lowering of the level of our work. The family nowadays is regarded with disdain and 

maltreated, and what we ask for is recognition of how beautiful, true and good it is to form a 

family, to be a family today; how indispensable this is for the life of the world, for the future 

of humanity. We are asked to make evident God's luminous plan on the family and to help 

married couples experience this with joy in their existence, accompanying them in many 

difficulties, with a pastoral ministry that is intelligent, courageous and full of love”. 

Following his greetings, the Holy Father invited Cardinal Walter Kasper, president emeritus 

of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, to read the introductory presentation 

for the consistory. 

EXTRAORDINARY CONSISTORY ON THE FAMILY BEGINS  

Vatican City, 20 February 2014 (VIS) – “It is the first time that the entire College of 

Cardinals gathers around you, pleased to accept your invitation to participate in an 

extraordinary consistory”, said Cardinal Angelo Sodano, dean of the College of Cardinals to 

Pope Francis, in this morning's opening address for the extraordinary consistory on the 

family, held in the New Synod Hall. The consistory will conclude tomorrow afternoon. 

Cardinal Sodano, mentioning those cardinals who were unable to travel to Rome for reasons 

of advanced age or health, affirmed that they all “assured their spiritual closeness and we feel 

they are present all the same … and send them a brotherly greeting from this Hall”. 

To face a pastoral challenge as important as that of the family, both in this consistory and 

later in the next Synod, “the Pastors of the Church”, he continued, wish to assure the Pope 

that there will be no scarcity of that help that Pope Paul VI said he expected from the bishops 

following Vatican Council II, in the hope that he would never lack “the consolation of their 

presence, the help of their wisdom and experience, the support of their counsel, and the voice 

of their authority". 

“Holy Father”, he concluded, “you will certainly not lack the support of the Cardinal Fathers, 

who wish to face with a vision of faith and hope this complex period in human history”. 
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Pope Francis then greeted those presence and gave thanks with them to the Lord “who grants 

us these days of encounter and work together. We especially welcome those brothers who on 

Saturday will be created cardinals, and accompany them with prayer and fraternal affection. I 

give thanks to Cardinal Sodano for his words”. 

“In these days we will reflect, in particular, on the family, which is the fundamental cell of 

human society. Since the beginning the Creator gave His blessing to man and woman in order 

that they be fecund and multiply on earth; and thus is the family represented on earth as the 

reflection of the Triune God”. 

“In our reflection we will always keep in mind the beauty of the family and of marriage, athe 

greatness of this facet of human life, so simple and at the same time so rich, made up of joys 

and hopes, strife and suffering, like all of life. We will seek to deepen the theology of the 

family and the pastoral ministry that we must undertake in these current conditions. We will 

do so in depth and without falling into trap of “case studies”, as this would inevitably lead to 

a lowering of the level of our work. The family nowadays is regarded with disdain and 

maltreated, and what we ask for is recognition of how beautiful, true and good it is to form a 

family, to be a family today; how indispensable this is for the life of the world, for the future 

of humanity. We are asked to make evident God's luminous plan on the family and to help 

married couples experience this with joy in their existence, accompanying them in many 

difficulties, with a pastoral ministry that is intelligent, courageous and full of love”. 

Following his greetings, the Holy Father invited Cardinal Walter Kasper, president emeritus 

of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, to read the introductory presentation 

for the consistory. 

POPE FRANCIS TO THE PONTIFICAL ACADEMY FOR LIFE: WHAT IS A MAN 

WORTH?  

Vatican City, 20 February 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father has sent a message to the 

participants in the General Assembly of the Pontifical Academy for Life, on the occasion of 

the twentieth anniversary of its institution. The Academy, whose aim is to study, inform and 

educate on the main problems of biomedicine and law, relating to the promotion and defence 

of life, especially with regard to Christian morality and the Magisterium of the Church, 

dedicated its assembly to the theme of “ageing and disability”. 

The Pope commented in his message that it was a very current theme, dear to the Church. “In 

our society there is a tyrannical dominance of an economic logic that excludes and at times 

kills, and of which nowadays we find many victims, starting with the elderly”. He affirmed 

that we see the existence of a “throwaway” culture, in which those who are excluded are not 

only exploited but also rejected and cast aside. 

In the face of this discrimination, Pope Francis considered the anthropological question of the 

value of man and of what may be the basis of this value. “Health is without doubt an 

important value, but it does not determine the value of a person. Furthermore, health is not by 

itself a guarantee of happiness, which may indeed by experienced even by those in a 

precarious state of health”. Therefore, he added, “poor health and disability are never a good 

reason to exclude or, worse, eliminate a person; and the most serious deprivation that the 
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elderly suffer is not the weakening of the body or the consequent disability, but rather 

abandonment, exclusion, and a lack of love”. 

“The teacher of welcome and solidarity is, instead, the family: it is in the bosom of the family 

that education draws in a substantial fashion upon relationships of solidarity; in the family it 

is possible to learn that the loss of health is not a reason to discriminate against certain human 

lives; the family teaches us not to fall prey to individualism and to balance 'I' with 'we'. It is 

there that 'taking care' of one another becomes the foundation of human existence and a moral 

attitude to promote, through the values of commitment and solidarity”. 

The Pope emphasised the importance of listening to the young and the old whenever we wish 

to understand the signs of the times, and commented that “a society is truly welcoming to life 

when it recognises its value also in old age, in disability, in serious illness, and even when it 

at its close; when it teaches that the call to human realisation does not exclude suffering but 

instead teaches to see in the sick and suffering a gift to the entire community, a presence that 

calls for solidarity and responsibility”. Pope Francis concluded by blessing the work the 

Academy performs, which he described as the diffusion of the “Gospel of Life” - a task that 

is “often tiresome as it means going against the grain, but always precious”. 

CONSISTORY: THE BEAUTY OF THE FAMILY AND ITS PROBLEMS, FACED 

WITH REALISM AND IN DEPTH  

Vatican City, 20 February 2014 (VIS) – The director of the Holy See Press Office, Fr. 

Federico Lombardi, S.J., gave a briefing for journalists at midday today on the progress of the 

extraordinary consistory for the family which opened this morning in the New Synod Hall 

and in which around 150 cardinals participated. 

“After the Pope's address, the cardinals sent an affectionate greeting to Archbishop Loris 

Capovilla, one of the new cardinals to be created by the Holy Father in next Saturday's 

consistory, who for reasons of age and health was not able to travel to Rome, but who is 

present in the spirit of this encounter”, he explained. 

The introductory presentation by Cardinal Kasper, which will not be published as it was 

intended for use within the context of the meeting by participants only – occupied almost the 

entire morning, with the exception of the last ten minutes in which a few comments were 

made. However, this afternoon and tomorrow morning will be dedicated to comment and 

discussion. 

The text of the president emeritus of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity is 

“in harmony” with the words spoken today by Pope Francis. The focus was very coherent 

with that of the Holy Father: facing, with realism and in depth, all that is beautiful about the 

family without eluding its problems. However, the issue is approached from an extremely 

positive point of view: rediscovering and proclaiming the Gospel of the family according to 

God's plan, with all its beauty, as truth also convinces through beauty. Another central point 

of Kasper's address was the concept of the family as a small domestic church, and the idea 

according to which in the family the Church encounters reality and thus constitutes a path 

towards the future; the family can be a privileged route to evangelisation. Cardinal Kasper 

spoke about this “domestic church” in a broad sense, referring not only to the nuclear family, 

but also by extension to communities, parish groups etc. 



Pope Francis: February 2014 

 

 41  

compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

From a formal point of view, Fr. Lombardi mentioned that Cardinal Kasper's document does 

not claim to address all themes related to the family, nor does it attempt to anticipate the next 

Synod, but is rather a form of “opening”. Its introduction was dedicated to the rediscovery of 

the Gospel of the family, originating from the family in the order of creation, the vision of the 

family in Genesis and in God's plan. The second part focused on the structures of sin within 

the family: problems, tensions between men and women, body and spirit, the alienation of the 

suffering of women and mothers, etc. Finally, it explored the issue of the family in the 

Christian order of redemption, referring to texts from the Gospel and the New Testament 

relating to the family, such as the Letter to the Ephesians. It also considered marriage as a 

Sacrament, and its sanctifying grace. 

The cardinal also referred to the question of remarried divorcees, considering the theme in 

depth and in a structured, nuanced fashion. He reiterated that in this area it is necessary to 

bring together pastoral care with the inseparable duo of faith and the words of Jesus, and an 

understanding of divine mercy. The cardinal referred to Pope emeritus Benedict XVI's work 

on this issue, when he asked if, beyond rigour and laxity, the Sacrament of penance could 

perhaps offer the path to accommodating difficult situations. He also recalled Pope Francis' 

address to the prelates of the Roman Rota at the beginning of this year, in which he spoke 

about the validity of marriage, when he affirmed that the legal and pastoral dimensions are 

not in opposition. 

Fr. Lombardi concluded by emphasising that the Cardinal accorded great importance to the 

“law of gradualness”, or rather the advancement towards new forms in exploring in depth the 

mystery of redemption in Christ, and in understanding the Gospel law of truth. 

POPE FRANCIS GREETS UKRAINIAN CARDINALS AND PRAISES CARDINAL 

KASPER'S “KNEELING THEOLOGY”  

Vatican City, 21 February 2014 (VIS) – The second and final day of the extraordinary 

Consistory of the College of Cardinals to reflect on theme of the family began at 9.30 this 

morning in the New Synod Hall. 

Before work commenced, Pope Francis addressed the cardinals: “I would like to send a 

greeting, not only personally but in the name of all those present here, to the Ukrainian 

cardinals – Cardinal Jaworski, archbishop emeritus of Leopoli, and Cardinal Husar, major 

archbishop emeritus of Kiev – who have suffered greatly in these days and who encounter 

many difficulties in their homeland. I think it is good to send this message in the name of all 

of us here: are you in agreement?”, a proposal which was received with applause. 

“Another thing: yesterday, before sleeping – although not in order to go to sleep! – I read and 

reread Cardinal Walter Kasper's document and I would like to thank him, as I found it to be a 

work of profound theology, and also a serene theological reflection. It is pleasant to read 

serene theology. And I also found what St. Ignacius described as the 'sensus Ecclesiae', love 

for the Mother Church. ... It did me good, and an idea came to mind – please excuse me, 

Eminence, if I embarrass you – but my idea was that this is what we call “practising theology 

on one's knees”. Thank you, thank you”. 
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THE POPE: IT IS NECESSARY TO PROMOTE A SOLID AND ORGANIC 

LITURGICAL INITIATION AND FORMATION  

Vatican City, 21 February 2014 (VIS) – The fiftieth anniversary of the conciliar Constitution 

“Sacrosanctum Concilium” on the Sacred Liturgy – the first document promulgated by 

Vatican Council II – is an cause for “gratitude for the profound and wide-ranging renewal of 

liturgical life, made possible by the conciliar Magisterium … and at the same time urges 

relaunched commitment to welcoming and more fully implementing this teaching”. 

Thus began Pope Francis' message to Cardinal Antonio Canizares Llovera, prefect of the 

Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, on the occasion of 

the conclusion of the symposium “Sacrosanctum Concilium. Gratitude for and  

CONSISTORY: THE CARDINALS AND THE POPE CONDEMN VIOLENCE IN 

THE NAME OF RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND EXPRESS CONCERN FOR 

CURRENT CONFLICTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD  

Vatican City, 21 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning, 150 cardinals participated in the 

extraordinary consistory on the family, reported Fr. Lombardi S.J., director of the Holy See 

Press Office, in today's briefing for journalists. He also communicated that the cardinals had 

expressed their warmest wishes to Cardinal Silvano Piovanelli, who celebrates his 90th 

birthday today, and that at 7 a.m. they concelebrated Holy Mass with the Pope in the chapel 

of the Domus Sanctae Marthae. 

The participants in the Consistory entrusted to Fr. Lombardi the reading of the following 

declaration, approved by the Holy Father, which summarises the thoughts of the Pope and the 

College of Cardinals: 

“During the extraordinary Consistory, the Holy Father and the College of Cardinals raised a 

special prayer to the Lord for the many Christians who, in various parts of the world, are 

increasingly frequently victims of acts of intolerance or persecution. To those who suffer for 

the Gospel, the Holy Father and the Cardinals wish to renew their assurance of their constant 

prayers, urging them to stand firm in their faith and to forgive their persecutors from their 

hearts, in imitation of Jesus Christ. 

“Equally, the thoughts of the Pope and the Cardinals turned to those nations which in this 

period are riven by internal conflicts, or by serious tensions which have consequences for 

civil co-existence, such as South Sudan or Nigeria, in a climate of growing indifference. At 

this time there is particular apprehension with regard to the evolution of the difficult situation 

in Ukraine, where it is hoped that all violence will cease immediately and that harmony and 

peace will be re-established. 

“Similarly, a great cause for concern is the continuing conflict in Syria, where it appears that 

the parties are still far from finding a lasting and peaceful solution, as well as the situation in 

the Central African Republic, which assumes greater proportions day by day. Initiatives on 

the part of the international community to promote peace and internal reconciliation, to 

guarantee the restoration of security and the rule of law, and to allow the indispensable access 

of humanitarian aid, are becoming increasingly urgent. 
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“Unfortunately, it is evident that many of the current conflicts are described as being of a 

religious nature, not infrequently surreptitiously placing Christians and Muslims in 

opposition, whereas in reality these conflicts have origins of a mainly ethnic, political or 

economic nature. 

“The Catholic Church, on her part, in condemning every form of violence perpetrated in the 

name of religious belief, will not cease in her commitment to peace and reconciliation, 

through interreligious dialogue and the many charitable works which provide daily assistance 

and comfort to the suffering throughout the world”. 

After reading the declaration, Fr. Lombardi described the progress made today, during which 

the Pope announced the name of the three presidents of the Synod on the Family: Cardinals 

Andre Vingt-Trois, archbishop of Paris, France; Luis Antonio G. Tagle, archbishop of 

Manila, Philippines; and Raymundo Damasceno Assis, archbishop of Aparecida, Brazil. The 

three presidents represent three different continents. 

Forty-three presentations were given yesterday afternoon and this morning, and others are 

expected to take place as many cardinals have registered to speak. “We do not know if they 

will all be able to do so”, explained Fr. Lombardi. “Some will submit their contribution in 

writing, so that it can be included among the proceedings and may be useful for joint 

reflection by the Synod”. 

Among the themes considered are the concept of the family according to a Christian 

anthropological perspective and its value in the context of a secularised culture which 

presents a different concept of the family, sexuality and the person and in which the Christian 

approach at times encounters difficulties. “Reflection did not take place in a climate of 

complaint”, commented Lombardi, “but rather of realism, observing the difficulty faced by 

Christianity in a culture that tends to go in another direction. John Paul II's 'Theology of the 

Body' was quoted on a number of occasions, as well as the encyclical 'Familiaris consortio' 

and the Catechism of the Catholic Church'. Another issue related to various aspects of the 

pastoral care of the family, especially preparation for marriage and matrimonial and family 

spirituality”. 

The cardinals also considered the problem of remarried divorcees from the perspective of 

canon law, and spoke about the procedures for annulment with a view to their improvement 

and simplification. With regard to the administering of the Sacraments to remarried 

divorcees, there were broad ranging and detailed discussions, but no decisions or 

pronouncements were made on the issue. “There was neither tension nor anxiety in relation to 

this matter, but rather a positive approach characterised by discernment and a concerted 

search for the best way to combine fidelity to the words of Jesus with divine mercy and 

attention to specific situations, always with great sensitivity”, said the director of the Press 

Office, who repeated that a single direction should not be expected of the Consistory, but 

rather an encouraging introduction to the path of the Synod, which by working with this 

breadth of vision, will be able to advance the Church's pastoral response to the heartfelt hopes 

held by many in this area. 

Finally, the cardinals discussed various specific areas of family pastoral ministry, such as 

migration or religious ignorance. 
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THE POPE TO NEW CARDINALS: THE CHURCH NEEDS US TO BUILD PEACE 

WITH OUR WORKS  

Vatican City, 22 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Vatican Basilica, Pope Francis 

celebrated an Ordinary Public Consistory during which he created nineteen new cardinals, to 

whom he imposed the biretta, consigned the ring and assigned the title or diaconate church. 

The celebration was also attended by Pope emeritus Benedict XVI, whom Pope Francis 

embraced upon entering the basilica and who was also greeted by secretary of State Pietro 

Parolin in his address. Parolin was the first among the new cardinals and addressed some 

words of thanks to the Holy Father in the name of all the new cardinals. Bishop Loris 

Francesco Capovilla was not present, and the biretta will be consigned over the next few days 

to his residence in Sotto il Monte, in the Italian province of Bergamo. 

Today's ordinary public consistory was the first of Pope Francis' pontificate; he began his 

allocution with the phrase from the Gospel of St. Mark, read on this occasion: “And Jesus 

went before them”.  

“At this moment too, Jesus is walking ahead of us”, he said. “He is always before us. He goes 

ahead of us and leads the way. This is the source of our confidence and our joy: to be his 

disciples, to remain with him, to walk behind him, to follow him. When we joined with the 

cardinals to concelebrate the first Mass in the Sistine Chapel, the first word which the Lord 

proposed to us was to 'walk', to journey with him: to journey, and then to build and to profess. 

Today this same word is repeated, but now as an action, an action of Jesus which is ongoing: 

'Jesus was walking…'. This is something striking about the Gospels: Jesus is often walking 

and he teaches his disciples along the way. This is important. Jesus did not come to teach a 

philosophy, an ideology, but rather a 'way', a journey to be undertaken with him, and we learn 

the way as we go, by walking. Yes, dear brothers, this is our joy: to walk with Jesus. But this 

is not easy, or comfortable, because the way that Jesus chooses is the way of the Cross. As 

they journey together, he speaks to his disciples about what will happen in Jerusalem: he 

foretells his passion, death and resurrection. And they are 'shocked' and 'full of fear'. They 

were shocked, certainly, because for them going up to Jerusalem meant sharing in the 

triumph of the Messiah, in his victory – we see this in the request made by James and John. 

But they were also full of fear for what was about to happen to Jesus, and for what they 

themselves might have to endure. 

“Unlike the disciples in those days, we know that Jesus has won, and that we need not fear 

the Cross; indeed, the Cross is our hope”, continued the Pope. “And yet, we are all too 

human, sinners, tempted to think as men do, not as God does. And once we follow the 

thinking of the world, what happens? The Gospel says that 'When the ten heard it, they began 

to be indignant at James and John'. They were indignant. Whenever a worldly mentality 

predominates, the result is rivalry, jealousy, factions. And so the word which Jesus speaks to 

us today is most salutary. It purifies us inwardly, it enlightens our consciences and helps us to 

unite ourselves fully with Jesus, and to do so together, at this time when the College of 

Cardinals is enlarged by the entry of new members. 

“And Jesus called them to himself”, Pope Francis observed. “Here is the other action of 

Jesus. Along the way, he is aware that he needs to speak to the Twelve; he stops and calls 

them to himself. Brothers, let us allow Jesus to call us to himself! Let us be 'con-voked' by 

him. And let us listen to him, with the joy that comes from receiving his word together, from 
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letting ourselves be taught by that word and by the Holy Spirit, and to become ever more of 

one heart and soul, gathered around him. And as we are thus 'con-voked', 'called to Him' by 

our one Teacher, I too will tell you what the Church needs: she needs you, your cooperation, 

and even more your communion, with me and among yourselves. The Church needs your 

courage, to proclaim the Gospel at all times, both in season and out of season, and to bear 

witness to the truth. The Church needs your prayer for the progress of Christ’s flock, the 

prayer which, together with the proclamation of the Word, let us not forget, is the primary 

task of the Bishop. The Church needs your compassion, especially at this time of pain and 

suffering for so many countries throughout the world. We express our spiritual closeness to 

the ecclesial communities and to all Christians suffering from discrimination and persecution. 

We must fight against every form of discrimination. The Church needs our prayer for them, 

that they may be firm in faith and capable of responding to evil with good. And this prayer of 

ours extends to every man and women suffering injustice on account of their religious 

convictions. 

“The Church needs us also to be peacemakers”, he concluded, “building peace by our words, 

our hopes and our prayers: let us therefore invoke peace and reconciliation for those peoples 

presently experiencing violence and war. Thank you, dear Brothers. Let us walk together 

behind the Lord, and let us always be called together by him, in the midst of his faithful 

people, God's holy faithful people, our holy Mother the Church”. 

Following his allocution, the Pope pronounced the formula for the creation of the new 

cardinals, their names, and the titular or diaconate churches assigned to them. The new 

cardinals recited the Creed and gave their oath of faithfulness and obedience to the Pope and 

his successors. They then received their biretta and ring from the hands of the Holy Father, 

who also assigned them their title or diaconate. 

TITULAR AND DIACONATE CHURCHES OF THE NEW CARDINALS  

Vatican City, 22 February 2014 (VIS).- Below is a list of the titular or diaconate churches 

assigned by Pope Francis to the new Cardinals created during this morning's Ordinary Public 

Consistory: 

1. Cardinal Pietro Parolin, title of Santi Simone e Giuda Taddeo a Torre Angela 

2. Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, diaconate of Sant’Anselmo all’Aventino 

3. Cardinal Gerhard Ludwig Muller, diaconate of Sant’Agnese in Agone 

4. Cardinal Beniamino Stella, diaconate of Santi Cosma e Damiano 

5. Cardinal Vincent Gerard Nichols, title of Santissimo Redentore e Sant’Alfonso in via 

Merulana 

6. Cardinal Leopoldo Jose Brenes Solorzano, title of San Gioacchino ai Prati di Castello 

7. Cardinal Gerald Cyprien Lacroix, I.S.P.X., title of San Giuseppe all’Aurelio 

8. Cardinal Jean-Pierre Kutwa, title of Sant’Emerenziana a Tor Fiorenza 
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9. Cardinal Orani Joao Tempesta, O.Cist., title of Santa Maria Madre della Provvidenza a 

Monte Verde 

10. Cardinal Gualtiero Bassetti, title of Santa Cecilia 

11. Cardinal Mario Aurelio Poli, title of San Roberto Bellarmino 

12. Cardinal Andrew Yeom Soo-Jung, title of San Crisogono 

13. Cardinal Ricardo Ezzati Andrello, S.D.B., title of Santissimo Redentore a Valmelania 

14. Cardinal Philippe Nakellentuba Ouedraogo, title of Santa Maria Consolatrice al Tiburtino 

15. Cardinal Orlando B. Quevedo, O.M.I., title of Santa Maria “Regina Mundi” a Torre 

Spaccata 

16. Cardinal Chibly Langlois, title of San Giacomo in Augusta 

17. Cardinal Loris Francesco Capovilla, title of Santa Maria in Trastevere 

18. Cardinal Fernando Sebastian Aguilar, C.M.F., title of Sant’Angela Merici 

19. Cardinal Kelvin Edward Felix, title of Santa Maria della Salute a Primavalle. 

POPE FRANCIS MEETS WITH THE PRESIDENT OF BRAZIL  

Vatican City, 22 February 2014 (VIS) – On Thursday afternoon, in the study of the Paul VI 

Hall, Pope Francis received in audience Dilma Rousseff, president of Brazil. Ms. Rousseff 

had travelled to Rome in order to attend today's Consistory, in which Archbishop Orani 

Tempesta of Rio de Janeiro will be created a cardinal. 

The cordial discussions began at around 7.30 p.m., according to a communique from the 

director of the Holy See Press Office, Fr. Federico Lombardi, S.J., and provided the Pope 

with the opportunity to express once again his affection and good wishes for the Brazilian 

people. Following the discussions, in the adjacent room, the Pope greeted the delegation that 

accompanied the President and gifts were exchanged. 

President Rousseff, clearly making reference to the upcoming football World Cup which will 

soon be held in Brazil, gave the Pope a shirt from the Brazilian team, with the number 10 and 

signed by Pele with the dedication, “To Pope Francis, with respect and admiration”, and a 

ball signed by Cristiano Ronaldo, “To Pope Francis, an embrace from your friend Ronaldo”. 

Fr. Lombardi communicated that the Holy Father asked jokingly if with these gifts, he was 

invited to pray for Brazil to win the Cup, and the president answered that they asked only for 

neutrality. The Pope gave as a gift an artistic medallion depicting “The Angel of Peace”. 

The meeting ended shortly after 8 p.m. 
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CONCLUSION OF THE EXTRAORDINARY CONSISTORY ON THE FAMILY  

Vatican City, 22 February 2014 (VIS) – The director of the Holy See Press Office, Fr. 

Federico Lombardi, S.J., has issued a press release to report that the final session of the 

extraordinary consistory took place yesterday, Friday 21 February, from 4.30 to 6.45 p.m. 

“Throughout the entire consistory, 69 cardinals spoke on a broad range of themes regarding 

the family. The assembly took place and concluded in an atmosphere of great serenity and 

satisfaction on the part of all those present for the breadth and depth of the presentations”. 

“The Holy Father made a brief concluding address to thank all the participants and expressing 

his conviction that the Lord has led the Church to face the theme of the Gospel of the family, 

and will accompany her on the path she has undertaken with this important step in the 

Consistory and will continue with the Synod over the course of almost two years. He invited 

all those present to pray to the Lord for this intention and for him”. 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE AIF WITH 

AUSTRALIAN AND CYPRIOT COUNTERPARTS  

Vatican City, 22 February 2014 (VIS) – The Autorità di Informazione Finanziaria (AIF), the 

Financial Intelligence Unit of the Holy See and Vatican City State, signed on Friday, 

February 21, a Memorandum of Understanding with its Australian counterpart, the Australian 

Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre (AUSTRAC). Early this week, on the margins of 

the Egmont Working Groups meeting held in Budapest, a Memorandum of Understanding 

was signed with the Financial Intelligence Unit of Cyprus, the Unit for Combating Money 

Laundering (MOKAS). The Memoranda were signed by Rene Bruelhart, Director of AIF. 

A Memorandum of Understanding is standard practice and formalizes the cooperation and 

exchange of financial information to fight money laundering and terrorist financing across 

borders between the competent authorities of both countries. It is based on the model 

Memorandum of Understanding prepared by the Egmont Group, the global organization of 

national Financial Intelligence Units, and contains clauses on reciprocity, permitted uses of 

information and confidentiality. 

“These Memoranda are strengthening AIF’s international reach and are a strong commitment 

of the Holy See and the Vatican City State to fight Money Laundering and the Financing of 

Terrorism pro-actively on a global level,” said AIF Director Rene Bruelhart. “Today’s 

signing underlines our fruitful relationship with our international counterparts and will further 

facilitate our joint efforts.” 

AIF became a member of the Egmont Group in July 2013. It has signed Memoranda of 

Understanding and cooperates with the Financial Intelligence Units of the United States, 

Belgium, Italy, Spain, Slovenia, the Netherlands and Germany. More MOUs are expected to 

be signed in the course of the coming weeks. 

AIF is the competent authority of the Holy See/Vatican City State to fight money laundering 

and financing of terrorism. 
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MOTU PROPRIO “FIDELIS ET DISPENSATOR PRUDENS” FOR THE 

MANAGEMENT OF THE ECONOMIC ASSETS OF THE HOLY SEE  

Vatican City, 24 February 2014 (VIS) – We publish below the full text of Pope Francis' 

Apostolic Letter issued Motu proprio, “Fidelis et dispensator Prudens”, and dated today, 24 

February. 

“Like a faithful and prudent manager who has the task of carefully looking after what has 

been entrusted to him, the Church is aware of her responsibility to protect and manage her 

assets, in the light of her mission of evangelisation and with particular care for those in need. 

In a special way, the management of the economic and financial sectors of the Holy See is 

intimately linked to its specific mission, not only in the service of the universal ministry of 

the Holy Father, but also in relation to the common good, with a view to the full development 

of the human person. 

After having carefully consulted the results of the work of the Commission for Reference on 

the the Organisation of the Economic-Administrative Structure of the Holy See (cf. 

Chirograph of 18 July 2013), and after consultation with the Council of Cardinals for the 

reform of the Apostolic Constitution 'Pastor Bonus' and with the Council of Cardinals for the 

study of economic and administrative problems of the Holy See, by this Apostolic Letter 

issued Motu proprio, I adopt the following measures: 

COUNCIL FOR THE ECONOMY 

1. The Council for the Economy is hereby instituted, with the task of offering guidance on 

economic management and supervising the structures and the administrative and financial 

activities of the Dicasteries of the Roman Curia, of the Institutions connected to the Holy See, 

and of Vatican City State. 

2. The Council for the Economy is composed of fifteen members, eight of whom are 

nominated from among the Cardinals and Bishops in order to reflect the universality of the 

Church, and seven of whom are lay experts of various nationalities, with recognised 

professional financial competences. 

3. The Council for the Economy shall be presided over by a Cardinal coordinator. 

SECRETARIAT FOR THE ECONOMY 

4. The Secretariat for the Economy is hereby instituted, as a Dicastery of the Roman Curia in 

accordance with the Apostolic Constitution 'Pastor Bonus'. 

5. Notwithstanding the provisions for the Council for the Economy, the Secretariat will report 

directly to the Holy Father and will undertake the economic audit and supervision of the 

Bodies indicated in point 1 above, along with the policies and procedures regarding 

procurement and the allocation of human resources, respecting the competences of each 

Body. The competence of the Secretariat will extend to all matters that in any way fall within 

this area. 
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6. The Secretariat for the Economy shall be presided over by a Cardinal Prefect, who shall 

collaborate with the Secretary of State. A Prelate Secretary General will assist the Cardinal 

Prefect. 

AUDITOR GENERAL 

7. The Auditor-General shall be appointed by the Holy Father and shall prepare the audit of 

the accounts of the Bodies referred to in point 1. 

THE STATUTES 

8. The Cardinal Prefect shall be responsible for drawing up the definitive Statues of the 

Council for the Economy, the Secretariat for the Economy, and the Office of the Auditor-

General. The Statutes shall be presented quam primum for approval by the Holy Father. 

I dispose that all that is established herein have immediate, full and permanent value, 

abrogating any incompatible measures, and that the present Apostolic Letter issued Motu 

proprio be published in the Osservatore Romano of 24 February 2014 and subsequently in the 

Acta Apostolicae Sedis. 

Given in Rome, St. Peter's, on 24 February of the year 2014, the first of my Pontificate.” 

NEW COORDINATION STRUCTURE FOR THE ECONOMIC AND 

ADMINISTRATIVE AFFAIRS OF THE HOLY SEE AND VATICAN CITY STATE  

Vatican City, 24 February 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father has decided to establish a new 

structure for the coordination of the economic and administrative matters of the Holy See and 

Vatican City State, according to a communique issued today by the Holy See Press Office, 

the full text of which is published below: 

“The Holy Father today announced a new coordination structure for economic and 

administrative affairs of the Holy See and the Vatican State. 

Today's announcement comes after the recommendations of the rigorous review conducted 

by the Pontifical Commission for Reference on the Organization of the Economic- 

Administrative Structure of the Holy See (COSEA) were considered and endorsed by both 

the Council of 8 Cardinals established to advise the Holy Father on governance and the 

Committee of 15 Cardinals which oversees the financial affairs of the Holy See. 

COSEA recommended changes to simplify and consolidate existing management structures 

and improve coordination and oversight across the Holy See and Vatican City State. COSEA 

also recommended more formal commitment to adopting accounting standards and generally 

accepted financial management and reporting practices as well as enhanced internal controls, 

transparency and governance.  

The changes will enable more formal involvement of senior and experienced experts in 

financial administration, planning and reporting and will ensure better use of resources, 

improving the support available for various programs, particularly our works with the poor 

and marginalized. 
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The changes announced by the Holy Father include: 

1. Establishment of a new Secretariat for the Economy which will have authority over all 

economic and administrative activities within the Holy See and the Vatican City State. The 

Secretariat will be responsible, among other things, for preparing an annual budget for the 

Holy See and Vatican City State as well as financial planning and various support functions 

such as human resources and procurement. The Secretariat will also be required to prepare 

detailed financial statements of the Holy See and Vatican State.  

2. The Secretariat for the Economy will implement policies determined by a new Council for 

the Economy - a 15 member Council composed of 8 Cardinals or Bishops, reflecting various 

parts of the world and seven lay experts of different nationalities with strong professional 

financial experience. The Council will meet on a regular basis and to consider policies and 

practices and to prepare and analyse reports on the economic-administrative activities of the 

Holy See. 

3. The Secretariat for the Economy will be headed by a Cardinal Prefect reporting to the 

Council for the Economy. He will be supported by a Secretary-General in the management of 

day to day activities. 

4. The Holy Father has appointed Cardinal Pell, the current archbishop of Sydney, Australia, 

to the role of Prefect of the Secretariat for the Economy. Details of Cardinal Pell are attached. 

5. New arrangements also include the appointment of an Auditor-General, appointed by the 

Holy Father who will be empowered to conduct audits of any agency of the Holy See and 

Vatican City State at any time. 

6. The changes will confirm the role of APSA as the central bank of the Vatican with all the 

obligations and responsibilities of similar institutions around the world. 

7. The AIF will continue to undertake its current and critical role of prudential supervision 

and regulation of activities within the Holy See and Vatican City State. 

The Prefect of the new Secretariat for the Economy has been asked to start work as soon as 

possible. He will prepare the final statutes and other related matters with the assistance of any 

necessary advisers and will work with COSEA to complete the implementation of these 

changes approved by the Holy Father.” 

RECONSTRUCTION AND RECONCILIATION: KEY THEMES OF THE 

AUDIENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT OF HAITI  

Vatican City, 24 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning, in the Vatican Apostolic Palace, the 

president of the Republic of Haiti, Michael Joseph Martelly, was received in audience by 

Pope Francis. He subsequently went on to meet with Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro 

Parolin, accompanied by Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with 

States. 

During the cordial discussions, satisfaction was expressed for the good relations between 

Haiti and the Holy See, and the Parties focused in particular on the precious contribution 
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made by the Church in the country, especially in the fields of education and healthcare, as 

well as in charitable sectors. 

Mention was also made of the importance of continuing efforts for the rebuilding of the 

country, and for promoting sincere dialogue between various institutions for reconciliation 

and the common good, both domestically and at an international level. 

THE POPE TO NEW CARDINALS: BE BRINGERS OF CHARITY, YOU ARE 

ENTERING THE CHURCH OF ROME, NOT A COURT  

Vatican City, 23 February 2014 (VIS) – “By his creative and renewing power, the Spirit 

always sustains the hope of God’s People as we make our pilgrim way through history, and ... 

he always supports the witness of Christians”, said Pope Francis to the cardinals created in 

yesterday's consistory, who concelebrated Holy Mass with him in St. Peter's Basilica this 

morning. 

The Holy Father commented in his homily that this Sunday's readings in which Jesus calls for 

holiness are addressed to all of us, but in particular to the new cardinals: “Imitating the 

holiness and perfection of God might seem an unattainable goal. Yet, the first reading and the 

Gospel offer us concrete examples which enable God’s way of acting to become the norm for 

our own. … In the Gospel Jesus also speaks to us of holiness, and explains to us the new law, 

his law. He does this by contrasting the imperfect justice of the scribes and Pharisees with the 

higher justice of the Kingdom of God. The first contrast of today’s passage refers to revenge. 

'You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”. But I say to you 

… if anyone should strike you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also'. We are required 

not only to avoid repaying others the evil they have done to us, but also to seek generously to 

do good to them”. 

“The second contrast refers to our enemies: 'You have heard that it was said, “You shall love 

your neighbour and hate your enemy”. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you'. Jesus asks those who would follow him to love those who do not deserve 

it, without expecting anything in return, and in this way to fill the emptiness present in human 

hearts, relationships, families, communities and in the entire world. My brother Cardinals, 

Jesus did not come to teach us good manners, how to behave well at the table! To do that, he 

would not have had to come down from heaven and die on the Cross. Christ came to save us, 

to show us the way, the only way out of the quicksand of sin, and this way of holiness is 

mercy, that mercy which he has shown, and daily continues to show, to us. To be a saint is 

not a luxury. It is necessary for the salvation of the world. This is what the Lord is asking of 

us”. 

“Dear brother Cardinals”, continued the Pope, “the Lord Jesus and mother Church ask us to 

witness with greater zeal and ardour to these ways of being holy. It is exactly in this greater 

self-gift, freely offered, that the holiness of a Cardinal consists. We love, therefore, those who 

are hostile to us; we bless those who speak ill of us ... We do not aim to assert ourselves; we 

oppose arrogance with meekness; we forget the humiliations that we have endured. May we 

always allow ourselves to be guided by the Spirit of Christ, who sacrificed himself on the 

Cross so that we could be 'channels' through which his charity might flow. This is the attitude 

of a Cardinal, this must be how he acts. A Cardinal – I say this especially to you – enters the 

Church of Rome, my brothers, not a royal court. May all of us avoid, and help others to 

avoid, habits and ways of acting typical of a court: intrigue, gossip, cliques, favouritism and 
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partiality. May our language be that of the Gospel: 'yes when we mean yes; no when we 

mean no'; may our attitudes be those of the Beatitudes, and our way be that of holiness. Let 

US pray once more: “Merciful Father, by your help, may we be ever attentive to the voice of 

the Spirit”. 

“The Holy Spirit also speaks to us today through the words of Saint Paul: 'You are God’s 

temple … God’s temple is holy, and that temple you are'. ... This temple of ours is defiled if 

we neglect our duties towards our neighbour. Whenever the least of our brothers and sisters 

finds a place in our hearts, it is God himself who finds a place there. ... A heart without love 

is like a deconsecrated church, a building withdrawn from God’s service and given over to 

another use”. 

Pope Francis concluded his homily by asking the cardinals to remain close to him “with your 

prayers, your advice and your help … in order to serve the Gospel and to help the Church 

radiate Christ’s love in our world”. 

POPE FRANCIS: PRAY FOR THE PASTORS OF THE CHURCH TO BE GOOD 

SERVANTS, NOT GOOD MASTERS  

Vatican City, 23 February 2014 (VIS) – At midday, after celebrating Holy Mass with the new 

cardinals in the Vatican basilica, the Pope appeared at the window of his study to pray the 

Angelus with the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square. 

The Bishop of Rome commented on the Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians, a community 

divided into various groups who referred to different preachers, whom they considered their 

chiefs. Paul explained that this way of thinking was mistaken, as the community did not 

belong to the apostles, but rather they, the apostles, belonged to the entire community of 

Christ. 

“From this origin, derive all Christian communities”, continued Pope Francis:”dioceses, 

parishes, associations, movements ... the differences cannot contradict the fact that everyone, 

by Baptism, has the same dignity: in Jesus Christ we are all children of God. … Those who 

have received the ministry of guiding, of preaching, of administering the Sacraments, must 

not consider themselves as having special powers, as masters, but must place themselves at 

the service of the community, helping it to walk the path of holiness with joy”. 

"The Church today entrusts the witness of this style of pastoral life to the new cardinals, with 

whom I have celebrated the Holy Mass this morning. Yesterday's consistory and today's 

Eucharistic celebration have given us a valuable opportunity to experience Catholicity, the 

Church's universality, well represented by the varied backgrounds of the members of the 

College of Cardinals gathered in close communion around Peter's Successor. May the Lord 

give us the grace to work for the unity of the Church, and to build this unity, for unity is more 

important than conflicts. Unity is Christ's; conflicts are problems that are not always 

Christ's”. 

“I invite you to support these pastors and to help them with prayer … How in need of your 

prayers are the Pope, cardinals, and bishops, to help the People of God advance along their 

path. I say 'to help', or rather to serve the People, for this is the true vocation of the bishop, 

the cardinal and the Pope: to be servants, to serve in Christ's name. Pray for us, so that we 

might be good servants, not good masters. All together, bishops, priests, consecrated persons 
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and lay faithful; we must all offer the witness of a Church faithful to Christ, inspired by the 

wish to serve our brothers and ready to meet with prophetic courage the expectations and the 

spiritual needs of the men and women of our time. May Our Lady accompany us and protect 

us in this journey”. 

THE POPE WRITES A LETTER TO FAMILIES ASKING THEM TO PRAY FOR 

THE NEXT SYNOD  

Vatican City, 25 February 2014 (VIS) – Pope Francis has written a letter to families asking 

them to pray for the next Synod of Bishops, which will be celebrated in the Vatican in 

October, and the theme of which will be “The pastoral challenges of the family in the context 

of evangelisation”. The letter, dated 2 February, Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the 

Temple, is published in full below: 

“Dear families, 

With this letter, I wish, as it were, to come into your homes to speak about an event which 

will take place at the Vatican this coming October. It is the Extraordinary General Assembly 

of the Synod of Bishops, which is being convened to discuss the theme of “pastoral 

challenges to the family in the context of evangelization”. Indeed, in our day the Church is 

called to proclaim the Gospel by confronting the new and urgent pastoral needs facing the 

family. 

This important meeting will involve all the People of God – bishops, priests, consecrated men 

and women, and lay faithful of the particular Churches of the entire world – all of whom are 

actively participating in preparations for the meeting through practical suggestions and the 

crucial support of prayer. Such support on your part, dear families, is especially significant 

and more necessary than ever. This Synodal Assembly is dedicated in a special way to you, to 

your vocation and mission in the Church and in society; to the challenges of marriage, of 

family life, of the education of children; and the role of the family in the life of the Church. I 

ask you, therefore, to pray intensely to the Holy Spirit, so that the Spirit may illumine the 

Synodal Fathers and guide them in their important task. As you know, this Extraordinary 

Synodal Assembly will be followed a year later by the Ordinary Assembly, which will also 

have the family as its theme. In that context, there will also be the World Meeting of Families 

due to take place in Philadelphia in September 2015. May we all, then, pray together so that 

through these events the Church will undertake a true journey of discernment and adopt the 

necessary pastoral means to help families face their present challenges with the light and 

strength that comes from the Gospel.  

I am writing this letter to you on the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. The 

evangelist Luke tells us that the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph, in keeping with the Law of 

Moses, took the Baby Jesus to the temple to offer him to the Lord, and that an elderly man 

and woman, Simeon and Anna, moved by the Holy Spirit, went to meet them and 

acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah. Simeon took him in his arms and thanked God that he 

had finally 'seen' salvation. Anna, despite her advanced age, found new vigour and began to 

speak to everyone about the Baby. It is a beautiful image: two young parents and two elderly 

people, brought together by Jesus. He is the one who brings together and unites generations! 

He is the inexhaustible font of that love which overcomes every occasion of self-absorption, 

solitude, and sadness. In your journey as a family, you share so many beautiful moments: 

meals, rest, housework, leisure, prayer, trips and pilgrimages, and times of mutual support… 
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Nevertheless, if there is no love then there is no joy, and authentic love comes to us from 

Jesus. He offers us his word, which illuminates our path; he gives us the Bread of life which 

sustains us on our journey. 

Dear families, your prayer for the Synod of Bishops will be a precious treasure which 

enriches the Church. I thank you, and I ask you to pray also for me, so that I may serve the 

People of God in truth and in love. May the protection of the Blessed Mother and Saint 

Joseph always accompany all of you and help you to walk united in love and in caring for one 

another. I willingly invoke on every family the blessing of the Lord.” 

ARCHBISHOP PAGLIA: FAMILIES ARE A MAJORITY IN THE CHURCH  

Vatican City, 25 February 2014 (VIS) – Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, president of the 

Pontifical Council for the Family, commented in his presentation of the Pope's letter to 

families that during these months the family has been, more than ever before, in the mind and 

the heart of the Church. He gave examples including the pilgrimage of families for the Year 

of Faith, the Holy Father's encounter with engaged couples on 14 February, last week's 

extraordinary Consistory in the Vatican, the next Synod which will take place in October, and 

the World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia, U.S.A., scheduled for September 2015. 

“Pope Francis, with this letter to the 'dear families' of the world, wishes to involve them in the 

Synod path”, explained the Archbishop. … Prayer is the first form of participation in this 

joint path. Families – and this is the Pope's intention – are not simply the object of attention, 

but are also the subjects of this pilgrimage, given that they form a majority within the Church, 

and are marked by the Sacrament of Marriage”. 

“One must not forget that that spread of early Christianity occurred through a network of 

families”, he added. “It is an important lesson for our times, in which we invoke a new 

missionary season for evangelical preaching. … The Pope asks Christian families to be aware 

of the responsibility of their mission in times of confusion and restlessness. He asks for their 

help. In addition, if there is a theme of Christian life, for which the support of the family is 

indispensable both to the Pope and to the Church, then this is it. If there were no families, 

then Jesus' Word – the word of the Church, the word of the Pope – on the married love which 

is able to open us up to God's unconditional love for all, would appear abstract, unrealistic 

and ineffectual”. 

“But families, thanks to God, exist and have a living presence”, concluded the prelate. 

“Therefore, it is important for Pastors and families to live 'in harmony in prayer' in this time, 

as if in a spiritual Cenacle that gathers the whole world together, waiting for the Spirit to 

evoke a renewed Pentecost”. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: SACRAMENT OF GOD'S COMPASSION TOWARDS 

HUMAN SUFFERING  

Vatican City, 26 February 2014 (VIS) – Pope Francis continued his catechesis on the 

Sacraments by speaking today about the anointing of the sick, “which allows us to touch with 

our hands God's compassion for mankind”. He explained that in the past it was referred to as 

“extreme unction” as it was intended as spiritual consolation when death was imminent. 

“Speaking of the anointing of the sick helps us to broaden our view of the experience of 

illness and suffering, in the horizon of God's mercy”. 
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The parable of the Good Samaritan clearly expresses the mystery that is celebrated by this 

Sacrament. “The Samaritan consoles the man who suffers at the side of the road, tending to 

his wounds with oil and wine. The oil recalls that which is blessed by the Bishop every year, 

in the Chrism Mass on Holy Thursday, precisely for the anointing of the sick. The wine, 

instead, is a sign of Christ's love and grace, which flow from His gift of His life for us. The 

Pope explained that the sick person is finally entrusted to “the Church, the Christian 

community”, to whom “every day the Lord Jesus entrusts those who are afflicted, in body 

and spirit, so that we may continue to lavish upon them, without measure, all His love and 

His salvation”. 

“This mandate is confirmed explicitly and precisely in the Epistle of St. James, in which he 

says, 'Is any among you sick? Let him call upon the elders of the Church, and let them pray 

over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord'”, continued the Holy Father. “It is 

therefore a practice that was already in evidence at the time of the Apostles. Indeed, Jesus had 

taught his disciples to have His same predilection for the sick and the suffering, and 

transmitted to them the capacity and the task of continuing to give consolation and peace in 

His name … through the special grace of this Sacrament. However, this must not lead us to 

search obsessively for miracles or allow us the presumption of always being able to be 

healed; it gives us the assurance of Jesus' closeness to the sick and the elderly – as all those 

above the age of 65 are able to receive this Sacrament – as it is Jesus Himself Who comes 

towards them”. 

“But when someone is sick and we say, 'Let's call the priest to come', it makes us think that it 

may bring bad luck, or perhaps the patient will be afraid”, he continued, speaking off the cuff. 

“There is perhaps the idea that when one is sick and the priest arrives, he will be followed by 

the undertaker. But this is not true! The priest comes to help the sick or the elderly, which is 

why the visit is so important. It is necessary to call the priest to the home of the sick and to 

say: 'come, anoint him, bless him'. It is Jesus Himself Who arrives to console the sick, to give 

him strength, to give him hope, to help him; also to forgive his sins. And this is beautiful! 

And we must not think of this as a taboo, because it is always good to know that in moments 

of pain or sickness we are not alone; the priest and those who are present during the anointing 

of the sick represent, indeed, the entire Christian community who, as a single body, gathers 

around those who suffer and their relatives, encouraging their faith and hope, and supporting 

them with prayer and brotherly warmth. But the greatest comfort derives from the fact that it 

is the Lord Jesus Himself who is made present in the Sacrament; He takes us by the hand and 

reminds us that we now belong to Him and that nothing – not even sickness or death – can 

ever separate us from Him”.  

“Are we afraid of the habit of calling the priest to give this Sacrament to the sick – I don't 

mean in the case of influenza that lasts three or four days, but rather a serious illness – and to 

the elderly, so that they can find the strength from Jesus to go on?” asked the Pope, and 

concluded by urging those present: “Let's do this”. 

APPEAL FOR AN END TO THE VIOLENCE IN VENEZUELA  

Vatican City, 26 February 2014 (VIS) – Following today's catechesis the Pope commented on 

the events of recent days in Venezuela, and made an appeal for the cessation of violence and 

hostilities. He expressed his hope that “that the entire Venezuelan population, beginning with 

political and institutional leaders, will take steps to ensure national reconciliation, through 
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mutual forgiveness and sincere dialogue, respecting truth and justice, and able to face real 

issues for the common good”. 

The Holy Father gave the assurance of his prayers, in particular for those who have lost their 

lives in the clashes, and their families, and invited the faithful to raise prayers to God for the 

maternal intercession of Our Lady of Coromoto so that the country might once more find 

peace and harmony. 

ST. GABRIEL OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS, AN INSPIRING EXAMPLE  

Vatican City, 26 February 2014 (VIS) – In his greetings in various languages, the Pope 

mentioned that in two days' time the World Rare Diseases Day will be celebrated, and he 

addressed the participants in the congress that is to take place on the day. “I hope that patients 

and their families will be adequately supported on their difficult journey, at both a medical 

and a legislative level”. 

Pope Francis greeted, among others, participants in the SIGNIS World Congress, the 

directors of the Polish radio who are meeting in Rome during these days for their spiritual 

exercises, pilgrims from Iraq and Lebanon, and the Legionaries of Christ who have 

completed their General Chapter. 

Before concluding, he commented that tomorrow is the liturgical memory of St. Gabriel of 

Our Lady of Sorrows, “whose example helps you, dear young people, to be enthusiastic 

disciples of Jesus, who inspires you, dear sick people, to offer your suffering in union with 

those of Christ; and stimulates you, dear newly-weds, to make the Gospel the fundamental 

rule of your married life”. 

HIGH PERCENTAGE OF EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES RESPOND TO THE 

SYNOD QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE FAMILY  

Vatican City, 26 February 2014 (VIS) – The Ordinary Council of the Synod of Bishops met 

on 24 and 25 February to discuss the results of the enquiry opened in November 2013 with 

the distribution of a questionnaire on themes relating to the family to episcopal conferences 

around the world. There has been a very high percentage of responses, and observations from 

individuals and groups from all over the world have been added. 

On the afternoon of 24 February the Council was presided over by the Holy Father Francis, 

who also emphasised in this way the importance he attributes to both the Synod structure as 

an expression of episcopal collegiality and the theme that will be considered by the upcoming 

Extraordinary Assembly of 2014 and the Ordinary Assembly of 2015. 

The draft synthesis of the answers received was unanimously appreciated. It enables the voice 

of the Church to be heard in all her components and in a variety of contexts and situations, 

both with regard to the urgency of proclaiming the Gospel of the family with renewed zeal, 

and in relation to the challenges and difficulties connected with family life and the crises it 

may face. 

The observations made during the discussion will be considered in the drafting of the 

Instrumentum laboris from which the work of the Synod will proceed. The unitary character 

of the two stages expected for synodal reflection on the family, so that at the end of the 
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Ordinary Synod proposals will be presented to the Holy Father, on the basis of which he will 

prepare his Apostolic Exhortation. 

The Ordinary Council was attended by the relator general, Cardinal Peter Erdo, archbishop of 

Esztergom-Budapest, Hungary, and the special secretary, Archbishop Bruno Forte of Chieti-

Vasto. 

During the meeting the Holy Father blessed the new wing of the seat of the Secretariat 

General along with the Chapel and new offices. 

THE POPE: THE CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA MUST NOT SQUANDER THE 

TREASURE OF YOUTH  

Vatican City, 28 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning the Holy Father received in audience 

the Commission for Latin America, which today concluded its plenary session. Pope Francis 

emphasised that the Commission has dedicated its work during these days to the millions of 

young people in Latin America and the Caribbean “who live in conditions of 'educational 

emergency' and for whom it is necessary to pose the fundamental question of the 'traditio' of 

faith and how the Church wishes to imitate Jesus in His approach to the young”. 

“It is worth following the example Jesus Christ gives us”, he repeated, “an example of 

commitment, of service, of selfless love, of the struggle for justice and truth. The Holy 

Mother Church is convinced that the best teacher for the young is Jesus Christ. She wishes to 

instil in them these same sentiments, showing them how beautiful it is to live as He did, 

banishing selfishness and allowing oneself to be drawn by the beauty of goodness. He who 

truly knows Jesus does not stay on the couch, but rather takes on His style of life, becoming a 

missionary disciple of His Gospel, bearing enthusiastic witness to faith, and sparing no 

sacrifice”. 

The Pope recalled Jesus' encounter with the rich youth, and emphasised three aspects. First, 

welcome: Jesus' first gesture, and also ours, it precedes every form of instruction or apostolic 

mission. “Be close to the young in every area of life: in school, family, work. … Many young 

people experience serious problems. They face difficulties in school, unemployment, 

loneliness, the bitterness of disunited families. These are difficult moments, in which they 

experience frustration and helplessness; they become vulnerable to drug abuse, sex without 

love, violence ... we must not abandon the young, or leave them at the roadside; they have a 

great need to feel valued in their dignity, surrounded by affection, and understood”. 

Secondly, Pope Francis spoke about the importance of frank and cordial dialogue, just as 

Jesus listened to the youth's worries and helped to clear them up. “Jesus listened, without 

condemning; he was without prejudice, he did not speak about the usual things. In the same 

way, the young want to feel at home in Church. Not only must the Church open her doors to 

them; she must actively seek them”. 

Finally, the Pontiff underlined the invitation that Jesus makes to the youth to follow him, and 

emphasised the need for the young to hear this invitation. They must hear that Christ is not a 

character in a novel, but a living person, who wants to share their irrepressible desire for life, 

commitment, and dedication. If we content ourselves with offering them mere human 

comfort, we let them down. It is important to offer them the best we have: Jesus Christ, His 

Gospel, and with Him, a new horizon, which enables them to face life with coherence, 
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honesty and high-mindedness. They see the evils of the world and do not keep quiet, they 

place their finger on the wound and ask for a better world, admitting no substitutes. They 

want to be in control of their present and builders of a future in which there is no place for 

lies, corruption and the lack of solidarity. … The Church in Latin America must not squander 

the treasure of youth”. 

Before concluding, the Pope urged the Commission to face this challenge with resolve. “The 

young are waiting for us. We must not let them down”. 

POPE FRANCIS MEETS AN ARGENTINE INTERRELIGIOUS GROUP 

RETURNING FROM THE HOLY LAND  

Vatican City, 28 February 2014 (VIS) – The Holy See Press Office communicates that 

yesterday afternoon the Pope received in the Domus Sanctae Marthae an important Argentine 

interreligious group made up of 45 persons: fifteen Jews, fifteen Muslims and fifteen 

Catholics. 

The group has recently returned from a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, following a pilgrimage 

of several days, ahead of the Holy Father's visit. The group passed through the three countries 

he will visit – Jordan , Israel, and Palestine – meeting with political and religious leaders and 

visiting the holy sites of the three religions. Many members of the group, which includes 

several rabbis, imams and priests, knew the former Cardinal Bergoglio as archbishop of 

Buenos Aires, and had collaborated with him in joint initiatives, often of a social or charitable 

nature for persons or social groups in difficult situations, or in the field of interreligious 

dialogue. 

Their friendship and spiritual closeness to the Pope were among the reasons for this initiative; 

the pilgrimage, therefore, concluded in Rome, with their meeting with the Holy Father. They 

expressed their best wishes for his ministry of peace and dialogue and for his forthcoming 

pilgrimage in the Holy Land. The meeting, which lasted around an hour, took place in a 

cordial atmosphere and was attended by Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of the Pontifical 

Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews, and Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, 

president of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. 

POPE FRANCIS' PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR MARCH  

Vatican City, 28 February 2014 (VIS) – The Pope's universal prayer intention for March is 

“that all cultures may respect the rights and dignity of women”. 

His prayer intention for evangelisation is “that many young people may accept the Lord's 

invitation to consecrate their lives to proclaiming the Gospel”. 

 


