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THE POPE DEFINES THE MISSION OF THE CONGREGATION FOR BISHOPS 

AND THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE APOSTLES' SUCCESSORS  

Vatican City, 27 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning, in the Sala Bologna of the Vatican 

Apostolic Palace, Pope Francis presided over a meeting of the Congregation for Bishops, 

whose prefect is Cardinal Marc Ouellet, P.S.S., and gave an address to those present 

regarding the mission of this congregation and the criteria that should determine the selection 

of a bishop, as well as the characteristics he should embody and his task in relation to the 

faithful entrusted to him. The Holy Father concluded by urging greater attention in scouring 

the fields in search of suitable pastors for this ministry, with the certainty that Christ never 

abandons His Church. 

Extensive extracts are published below: 

1. The essential mission of the Congregation 

"In celebration of the ordination of a bishop the Church gathered together, after the 

invocation of the Holy Spirit, asks for the presented candidate to be ordained. He who 

presides then asks, “Do you have the mandate?”. ... This Congregation exists tohelp write this 

mandate, which then resonates in many Churches and brings joy and hope to the Holy People 

of God. This Congregation exists to ensure that the name chosen has first of all been 

pronounced by the Lord. ... The Holy People of God continues to speak: ...we need someone 

who looks upon us with the breadth of heart of God; we do not need a manager, a company 

administrator. ... We need someone who knows how to raise himself to the height of God's 

gaze above us in order to guide us towards Him. ... We must not lose sight of the needs of the 

particular Churches, for whom we must always provide. There does not exist a standard 

Pastor for all Churches. ... Our challenge is to enter into Christ's view, taking into account the 

singularity of the particular Churches”. 

2. God's horizon determines the mission of the Congregation 

"To choose such ministers we too need to elevate ourselves, to rise to the 'upper level'. We 

must rise above and overcome any eventual preferences, sympathies, provenances or 

tendencies to arrive at God's broad horizon. ... We do not need men conditioned by fear from 

below, but Pastors endowed with parresia, capable of ensuring that in the world there is a 

sacrament of unity, and therefore humanity is not destined to abandonment and helplessness. 

... In approving the appointment of each bishop I would like to be able to feel the authority of 

your discernment and the greatness of the horizons according to which you arrive at your 

counsel. Therefore, the spirit that presides over your work cannot be other than that humble, 

silent and laborious process carried out by the light that comes from above. Professionalism, 

service and holiness of life: if we turn away from these three virtues we fall from the 

greatness to which we are called”. 

3. The Apostolic Church as a wellspring 

"The height of the Church is always found in the depths of its foundations. ... The future of 

the Church always lives in its origins. ... We know that the College of Bishops, which the 

bishops enter by the Sacrament, succeeds the Apostolic College. The world needs to be aware 

that this sequence is uninterrupted. ... People already know through suffering the experience 

of many ruptures: they need to find that there remains in the Church the grace of her origins". 
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4. The bishop as a witness to the Risen Christ 

"Let us consider ... the moment at which the Apostolic Church must recompose the College 

of the Twelve after the betrayal of Judas. Without the Twelve the fullness of the Spirit can 

not descend. We must find a successor among those who have followed from the beginning 

the journey of Jesus and who now can be,'along with the Twelve' a 'witness of the 

resurrection". We must choose from the followers of Jesus those who will be witnesses of the 

Risen Christ. ... Also for us, this is the unifying criterion: the bishop is he who is able to make 

current all that befell Jesus and above all, who knows, along with the Church, how to bear 

witness to His Resurrection. ... Not an isolated witness, but together with the Church. ... I 

would like to emphasise that renouncement and sacrifice is inherent to the episcopal mission. 

The episcopate is not for oneself, it is for the Church ... for others , especially for those who 

according to the world should be excluded. ... Therefore, to identify a bishop, it is not 

necessary to list his human, intellectual cultural or even pastoral skills. ... Certainly, there is a 

need for someone who excels; whose human integrity ensures a capacity for healthy 

relationships ... so as not to project his shortcomings onto others and to become a 

destabilising factor ... his cultural preparation must enable him to enter into dialogue with 

men and their cultures; his orthodoxy and faithfulness to the complete Truth held by the 

Church makes him a pillar and a point of reference ... his transparency and detachment when 

managing community assets must confer authority and merit the esteem of all”. 

“All these indispensable skills must be, however, in support of his central witness to the 

Risen Christ, and must be subordinate to this central commitment. 

5. The sovereignty of God, responsible for the decision. 

"Let us return to the apostolic text. After the tiring task of discernment, the Apostles pray ... 

We cannot elude that 'Show us, Lord.' The decisions can not be conditioned by our claims, 

for any groups, cliques or hegemonies. To guarantee this sovereignty two attitudes are 

fundamental: conscience before God, and collegiality ... Not discretion, but the discernment 

of all. No one can have everything on hand, each person must humbly and honestly add his 

tile to a mosaic which belongs to God”. 

6. “Kerygmatic” bishops 

"Since faith comes from proclamation we need kerygmatic bishops. ... Men who are 

guardians of doctrine, not so as as to measure how far the world is from doctrinal truth, but in 

order to fascinate the world ... with the beauty of love, with the freedom offered by the 

Gospel. The Church does not need apologists for her causes or crusaders for her battles, but 

humble and trusting sowers of the truth, who know that it is always given to them anew and 

trust in its power. Men who are patient men as they know that the weeds will never fill the 

field". 

7. Praying bishops 

"I have spoken of kerygmatic bishops; now I will move on to the other trait typical of the 

bishop: he must be a man of prayer. The same parresia he must have in the proclamation of 

the Word, must be present in his prayer, in speaking with God our Lord of the good of his 

people, the salvation of his people. ... A man who does not have the courage to argue with 

God on behalf of his people can not be a bishop, nor can he who is not able to assume the 
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mission of guiding the people of God to where He, the Lord, indicates. ... And this also 

applies to apostolic patience ... the bishop must be able to 'go with patience' before God ... 

finding and letting himself be found". 

8. Bishop-Pastors 

"May bishops be shepherds, close to the people; 'fathers and brothers, may they be gentle, 

patient and merciful; may they love poverty, interior poverty, as freedom for the Lord, and 

exterior poverty, as well as simplicity and a modest lifestyle; may they not have the mindset 

of “princes”'. Be careful that they are not ambitious, that they are not in quest of the 

episcopate', that they are espoused to the Church, without constantly seeking another; this is 

called adultery. May they be overseers of the flock that has been entrusted to them, to take 

care of everything that is needed to keep it united. ... I wish to emphasise again that the 

Church needs genuine Pastors ... look at the testament of the Apostle Paul. ... He speaks 

directly to us. He commits the pastors of the Church 'to the word of his grace, which can 

build you up and give you an inheritance'. Therefore, not masters of the Word, but committed 

to it, servants of the Word. Only in this way is it possible to edify and obtain the inheritance 

of the saints. To those who are plagued with questions about their legacy: 'What is the legacy 

of a bishop, gold or silver?', Paul answers, 'Holiness'. The Church remains when God's 

holiness spreads to her members. ... Vatican Council II states that the 'pastoral office or the 

habitual and daily care of their sheep is entrusted” completely to bishops. In our times, 

regularity and the everyday are often associated with routine and boredom. Therefore we 

often try to escape to a permanent 'elsewhere'. Unfortunately even in the Church we are not 

exempt from this risk. I think that in this time of meetings and congresses the decree of the 

Council of Trent is very current, and it would be good for the Congregation for Bishops to 

write something about this. ... The flock needs to find a place in the heart of its Pastor. If this 

is not solidly anchored in itself, in Christ and His Church, the bishop will continually be at 

the mercy of the waves, in search of ephemeral compensations, and will offer no shelter to his 

flock". 

Conclusion 

"At the end of these words, I wonder: where can we find such men? ... It is not easy. ... I think 

of the prophet Samuel in search of Saul's successor, who, knowing that little David was 

outside in the field grazing the sheep, demands 'Send for him'. We too must search among the 

fields of the Church for men to present to the Lord, in order that he say 'Rise and anoint him; 

this is the one'. I am sure that they are there, since the Lord does not abandon his Church. 

Perhaps we are not seeking well enought in the fields. Perhaps we need to heed Samuel 's 

warning: 'We will not sit down until he arrives'. I would like this Congregation to live in this 

state of this holy restlessness”. 

CHURCH, HOME AND SCHOOL OF COMMUNION  

Vatican City, 27 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Sala Clementina of the Vatican 

Apostolic Palace, the Holy Father received in audience the bishops who are friends of the 

Focolare Movement, who have held a meeting during recent days on the theme of “Mutual 

love among Christ's disciples”. The Pope stated that as bishops, they are “called upon to bring 

to these meetings the broad range of the Church, and to ensure that all they receive is put to 

the benefit of the entire Church”. 
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“Today's society has a great need for the testimony of a style of life, from which their 

transpires the novelty offered to us by Lord Jesus: brothers who care for each other in spite of 

their differences of character, origins, or age”, he continued. “This testimony gives rise to the 

wish to be involved in the great trajectory of communion that is the Church”. 

In conclusion, Pope Francis recalled the words of John Paul II in the Apostolic Letter “Novo 

Millennio Ineunte”: “'To make the Church the home and the school of communion' is truly 

fundamental for the efficacy of every commitment to evangelisation, inasmuch as it reveals 

the deepest yearning of the Father: that all His sons live as brothers; and it reveals the will of 

Christ, that 'that all of them may be one'; and it reveals the dynamism of the Holy Spirit, its 

free and liberating force of attraction. Cultivating the spirituality of communion also 

contributes to making us more able to walk the path of ecumenism and interreligious 

dialogue”. 

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS PRESIDED BY POPE FRANCIS: MARCH-APRIL 

2014  

Vatican City, 27 February 2014 (VIS) – The Office of Liturgical Celebrations of the Supreme 

Pontiff has made public the calendar of celebrations that are due to be presided over by the 

Holy Father Francis in March and April 2014: 

MARCH 

- Wednesday 5, Ash Wednesday. At 4:30 p.m. in the Basilica of Sant'Anselmo: "statio" and 

penitential procession. At 5:00 p.m. in the Basilica of Santa Sabina: blessing and imposition 

of ashes. 

- Sunday 9, first Sunday of Lent. Ariccia: beginning of the spiritual exercises of the Roman 

Curia. 

- Friday 14, conclusion of the spiritual exercises of the Roman Curia. 

- Sunday 16, 4 p.m., pastoral visit to the Roman parish of “Santa Maria dell'Orazione. 

- Friday 28, 17 p.m. in the Vatican Basilica: penitential liturgy. 

APRIL 

- Sunday 6, 4 p.m., pastoral visit to a Roman parish. 

- Sunday 13, Palm Sunday and the Passion of the Lord. At 9:30 a.m. in St. Peter's Square: 

blessing of palms, procession, and Mass in the Papal Chapel. 

- Sunday 17, Holy Thursday. At 9.30 a.m. in the Vatican Basilica: Chrism Mass. 

- Friday 18, Good Friday. At 5:00 p.m. in the Vatican Basilica: celebration of the Lord's 

Passion. At 9:15pm at the Colosseum: Via Crucis. 



Pope Francis: March 2014 

 

 5  

compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

- Saturday, 19, Holy Saturday. At 8:30 p.m. in the Papal Chapel of the Vatican Basilica: 

Easter vigil. 

- Sunday 20, Easter Sunday. At 10:15am in St. Peter's Square, Papal Chapel: Mass. At 

midday, from the central loggia of St. Peter's Basilica: "Urbi et Orbi" blessing. 

- Sunday 27, second Sunday of Easter (or Divine Mercy Sunday). At 10 a.m., St. Peter's 

Square, Papal Chapel: Mass and canonisation of Blesseds Pope John XXIII and Pope John 

Paul II. 

The Pope will preside over the “in Coena Domini” Mass on the afternoon of Holy Thursday 

but, like last year and in previous years in Buenos Aires, he will select a situation of a special 

nature from a pastoral point of view, which will be communicated when appropriate. There 

will not, therefore, be a celebration in a Basilica or the possibility of participation by a large 

number of faithful; the Prefecture of the Papal Household will not distribute tickets for any 

such celebration. 

THE HOLY SEE WILL PARTICIPATE WITH A PAVILION AT EXPO MILAN 2015  

Vatican City, 27 February 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Holy See Press Office the 

protocol was presented for the participation of the Holy See at Expo Milan 2015. The general 

theme of the event will be “Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life”. 

Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi, Commissioner General for the Holy See for Expo Milan 2015, 

and Giuseppe Sala, Sole Commissioner Delegate of the Italian Government for Expo Milan 

2015, signed the Protocol this morning in the Sala Regia of the Vatican Apostolic Palace, and 

spoke at the press conference. 

Expo Milan 2015 will begin on 1 May 2015 and will continue until 31 October; 140 countries 

will participate with their respective pavilions. The theme of the Holy See's pavilion will be 

“Not by bread alone”, and aims to “highlight, above all, the inner, religious and cultural 

dimension that affects both the person and his relationships at all levels. Inner nourishment is 

just as necessary as that which responds to more immediate needs”. 

From the universal value of sharing and solidarity to the protection of the Earth's resources 

that must not be squandered or plundered, the Holy See's pavilion will promote profound 

reflection on the concept of “nourishment”, and will do so by presenting four areas. 

The first is a garden to preserve, which relates to the protection of Creation, with all its 

resources, a gift given by the Creator to all humanity, and a patrimony that must not be 

wasted, plundered or destroyed. The second will be food to share; the Gospel account of the 

multiplication of bread will provide the guiding image and will underline the universal value 

of sharing and solidarity, expressed in the Christian context of the many institutions that have 

implemented this commandment of brotherly love. The third is a meal that educates, and 

emphasizes that education is fundamental for forming young generations in the context of a 

culture of human relations focused on the essentials and not on consumerist waste (of both 

goods and human beings); and the fourth is bread that makes God present in the world, based 
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on the typically religious and Christian dimension of the Eucharist, the Word and Bread of 

life, the source and culmination of all Christian existence. 

POPE FRANCIS RECEIVES THE PRIME MINISTER OF ROMANIA  

Vatican City, 1 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning, the Holy Father Francis received in 

audience Victor Ponta, prime minister of Romania, who subsequently went on to meet with 

Cardinal Secretary of State Parolin, accompanied by Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, 

secretary for Relations with States. 

  

The prime minister greeted the Holy Father on behalf of the Orthodox Patriarch Daniel. The 

cordial discussions focused on the themes of the family, education, religious freedom and the 

protection of common values, in a context of fruitful cooperation between the Holy See and 

Romania at a bilateral level and within the international community. In considering the 

potential of the Catholic Church for contributing to the common good of society as a whole, 

other open questions were discussed regarding the Catholic community in Romania. Finally, 

there was an exchange of opinions on the current international situation, emphasising the 

hope that the path of dialogue and negotiation may be followed to bring an end to the various 

conflicts afflicting the world. 

THE POPE TO THE COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA: ENCOURAGE THE 

GROWTH OF A YOUTHFUL UTOPIA  

Vatican City, 1 March 2014 (VIS) – During his audience with the participants in the plenary 

assembly of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, which took place yesterday, 28 

February, Pope Francis gave an off the cuff address to those present, a summary of which is 

given below. 

“The transmission of faith, and educational emergency. … If there is an educational 

emergency in relation to the transmission of faith, it is how to approach the theme of 

catechesis for the young from the perspective of fundamental theology. That is, the issue of 

the anthropological assumptions that affect the transmission of faith nowadays, and that 

create this educational emergency for the young people of Latin America”. 

“The first issue regarding education is that to educate involves three dimensions: the 

transmission of knowledge, habits and a sense of values – these three aspects together. To 

transmit faith, it is necessary to create the habit of a certain type of conduct. … If we want to 

transmit only the content of faith, then it will be something superficial or ideological, without 

roots. … It is important to transmit to the young … the good management of utopia. In Latin 

America, we have had experience of a not entirely balanced management of utopian ideals 

which in some places, although not all, and at certain moments, has overwhelmed us. At least 

in the case of Argentina, we can say that many young people in Catholic Action, as a result of 

a poor education in managing the concept of utopia, ended up participating in guerilla 

conflicts in the 1970s. … To know how to guide and help the growth of youthful utopia is a 

wealth. A youth without utopia ages prematurely, is old before his time. How can we ensure 
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that this desire typical of youth, this desire for utopia, leads to an encounter with Jesus 

Christ? It is a path we need to take”. 

“Youthful utopia grows well when it is accompanied by memory and discernment. Utopia 

looks to the future, memory looks to the past, and the present is discerned. Young people 

need to receive memory and plant or root their utopia in this memory. … This brings us to 

my insistence … on the encounter between the elderly and the young. … Some bishops from 

various countries in crisis, where there are high levels of unemployment among the young, 

have told me that part of the solution for the young rests in the fact that they now keep their 

grandparents company. They have started to meet with their grandparents again, their 

grandparents are pensioners and so they come out of their rest homes and return to their 

families, bringing with them their memory; this encounter. … This phenomenon of the 

encounter between children and young people and their grandparents has preserved faith in 

the countries of the East, during the entire Communist era, because their parents could not go 

to Church. ...The encounter between children and young people and their grandparents is 

crucial for receiving the memory of a people and discernment of the present: to be teachers of 

discernment, spiritual advisers. And here we see the importance, for the transmission of faith 

to the young, of the “face to face” apostolate. Discernment of the present cannot be done 

without a good confessor, a good spiritual guide who has the patience to spend hours and 

hours listening to the young”. 

“As a educational emergency, in this transmission of faith and also of culture, the problem is 

our throwaway culture. Nowadays, on account of the economic system that has taken root in 

the world, which has at its centre the god of money and not the human person, everything is 

ordered according to this logic, and anything that does not fit within this order is discarded. 

Children are discarded, when their existence is troublesome or unwanted. The Spanish 

bishops recently spoke to me about the number of abortions, and I was left speechless. … In 

some Latin American countries there is hidden euthanasia … because the social authorities 

will pay only up to a certain point, after which the elderly have to get by as best they can”. 

“Nowadays, how inconvenient it is to this worldwide system to consider the number of young 

people to whom it is necessary to provide work … there is a high percentage of unemployed 

among the young. We are creating a generation of young people who do not have the 

experience of dignity. The problem is not that they have nothing to eat – their grandparents 

provide for them, or their parishes, or the welfare state. … They have bread to eat, but they 

do not have the dignity of earning bread and bringing it home to the table”. 

“Within this throwaway culture, we see young people who need us more than ever – not only 

for that utopia they have, because a young person without work has an anaesthetised sense of 

utopia, or is at the point of losing it – not only for this, but also for the urgency of 

transmitting faith to a youth that has itself now too become waste material. And drugs enter 

into this waste material. It is not a question of vice, there are many forms of addiction. As in 

all periods of change, there are strange phenomena including the proliferation of addictions; 

ludomania, or compulsive gambling, for instance, has reached extremely high levels. But 

drugs are an instrument of death among the young”. 

“We are discarding our young. What does the future hold? An obligation: the 'traditio fe' is 

also 'traditio spei', and we must achieve this. The final question I wish to put to you is this: 

when utopia falls to disenchantment, what can we do? The utopia of today's enthusiastic 
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youth is slipping away towards disenchantment. Disenchanted youth, to whom we must give 

faith and hope”. 

POPE FRANCIS: ONLY BY SEARCHING FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD CAN WE 

ALL LIVE WITH DIGNITY  

Vatican City, 2 March 2014 (VIS) – At midday Pope Francis appeared at the window of his 

study to pray the Angelus with the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square. Before the Marian 

prayer, he spoke about “divine Providence” and how it is presented by the prophet Isaiah, 

with the image of maternal love, full of tenderness. “God does not forget about us, any of us! 

… He forgets no-one, He remembers every name and surname”, he continued. “He loves us, 

and does not forget about us. What a beautiful thought is this invitation to trust in God”. 

“Thinking of all those who live in precarious conditions, or even in poverty that is an affront 

to their dignity, these words of Jesus' may seem abstract, if not illusory. But in fact they are 

more relevant than ever! They remind us that we cannot serve two masters: God and wealth. 

For as long as each person seeks to accumulate wealth for himself, there will be no justice. 

We must understand this well! If, instead, trusting in God's providence, we seek his Kingdom 

together, then no-one will lack the means to live with dignity”. 

“A heart occupied with the desire to possess is a heart full of this desire, but without God. … 

In a heart possessed by wealth, there is not much space for faith. … If, however, we leave for 

God the space that is due to Him – the first place – then His love will lead us also to share our 

wealth, to put it at the service of projects for solidarity and development, as we may see in 

many examples, some of them recent, in the history of the Church. And in this way God's 

Providence passes through our service to others, our sharing with others”. 

“The path that Jesus shows to us may seem unrealistic compared to the prevalent mentality 

and in view of the problems caused by the economic crisis. … To ensure that no-one lacks 

bread, water, clothing, shelter, work, and health, it is necessary for all of us to recognise that 

we are children of the Father in Heaven and that we are therefore all brothers, and to behave 

accordingly”. The Pope concluded by inviting those present to invoke the intercession of Our 

Lady “so that we may all make efforts to live in a simple and sober way, keeping watch over 

the needs of our most disadvantaged brothers”. 

THE POPE TO SPANISH BISHOPS: FAITH IS NOT A MERE CULTURAL 

INHERITANCE  

Vatican City, 3 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning the Holy Father received in audience the 

prelates of the Spanish Episcopal Conference at the end of their “ad limina” visit, and 

delivered an address in which, among other things, he praised their intention to “faithfully 

serve the People of God in pilgrimage in Spain, where the Word of God is well rooted, and 

which has brought fruits of harmony, culture and holiness”, a fact that is particularly 

emphasised by the celebration of the upcoming fifth centenary of the birth of St. Teresa of 

Jesus, first doctor of the Church”. 

“Now that you are suffering the ordeal of the indifference of many baptised persons and must 

face today's worldly culture, which closes God into the sphere of private life and excludes 

Him from the public sphere, you must not forget your history. … Let us always entrust 



Pope Francis: March 2014 

 

 9  

compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

ourselves to Him and seek to sow the seed in the hearts of those entrusted to our pastoral 

care”, writes the Holy Father. 

“The bishops have been entrusted with the task of making these seeds germinate with the 

courageous and true proclamation of the Gospel, taking great care of their growth by 

example, education and closeness, to harmonise the 'vineyard of the Lord' from which no-one 

is excluded”, he continues. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, do not spare any effort in 

opening new ways to the Gospel, to reach the hearts of all people so that they may discover 

what already resides therein: Christ as a friend and brother. … It will not be difficult to find 

these paths if we follow the footsteps of the Lord, who 'came not to be served but to serve', 

who knew how to respect God's time with humility, to patiently await the process of 

maturation of each person, without fear of taking the first step towards encounter. He teaches 

us to listen to all, heart to heart, with tenderness and mercy, and to seek what truly unites and 

serves in mutual edification”. 

In this search, it is important for the bishop not to feel alone, or to think he is alone; that he is 

aware that the flock entrusted to him 'has a nose' for matters of God. … Likewise in the 

present moment, in which the mediations of faith are increasingly scarce and there is no lack 

of difficulties in its transmission, it is necessary to place your Churches in a true state of 

permanent mission, to call to those who have drifted and to strengthen faith, especially in 

children. … Faith is not a mere cultural inheritance, but rather a gift, a gift born of the 

personal encounter with Jesus and the free and joyful acceptance of the new life He offers us. 

… Awaken and arouse sincere faith, promote preparation for marriage and the accompanying 

of families, whose vocation is to be the native place for coexistence in love, the original cell 

of society, transmitter of life and domestic church where faith is forged and lived out. An 

evangelised family is a valuable agent of evangelisation”. 

Pope Francis also refers to the publication last year of the document “Priestly vocations for 

the 21st century”, as a sign of the particular Churches' interest in the pastoral of vocations. “It 

is an aspect that a bishop should keep in his heart as an absolute priority, in prayer, in the 

selection of candidates and the preparation of teams of good formators and competent 

teachers”, he states. 

“Love and service to the poor is a sign of the Kingdom of God that Jesus came to bring”, he 

emphasises. “I know that in recent years, your Caritas and other charitable works of the 

Church have earned great recognition, among believers and unbelievers. This brings me 

much pleasure, and I pray that this may be a way of approaching the source of charity – 

Christ, who 'went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed', and His Church, 

who is a mother and can never forget the most disadvantaged among her children”. 

The Pope concludes by encouraging the bishops to place themselves “at the forefront of the 

spiritual and missionary renewal of your particular Churches, as brethren and pastors of the 

faithful, and also of those who are not, or who have forgotten. To this end, frank and fraternal 

collaboration within the Episcopal Conference will be of great help, as will mutual support 

and care in the search for the most suitable approaches to take”. 
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SPIRITUAL EXERCISES: INVITATION TO AN EXPERIENCE OF GOD  

Vatican City, 3 March 2014 (VIS) – The Italian Federation of Spiritual Exercises (FIES) 

celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of its foundation and to commemorate the occasion the 

Pope received in audience two hundred of its members. 

The theme chosen by the FIES for the assembly is “Enamoured by spiritual beauty to spread 

the fragrance of Christ”, a theme which, according to Pope Francis, “expresses the conviction 

that proposing the spiritual exercises means an invitation to an experience of God, of His love 

and beauty. He who lives the Exercises in an authentic way experiences the attraction and the 

appeal of God, and returns renewed, transformed in ordinary life, in ministry, in daily 

relationships, bringing with him the fragrance of Christ”. 

“Men and women need to meet God, to know him 'not by hearsay'. “Your service is entirely 

orientated towards this, and you accomplish this by providing space and time for listening 

intensely to the Word in silence and prayer. Special places for this spiritual experience are 

offered by the Houses of Spirituality which, for this reason, are supported by appropriate 

staff. I encourage the Pastors of the various communities to ensure that there is no lack of 

Houses for Spiritual Exercises, where well trained workers and prepared preachers, endowed 

with doctrinal and spiritual qualities, are true masters of the spirit”. 

“However, we must never forget that the true agent of spiritual life is the Holy Spirit, Who 

supports our initiatives for good and our prayers. … A good course of Spiritual Exercises 

contributes to renewing, in those who participate, an unconditional adhesion to Christ and a 

help in understanding that prayer is the irreplaceable means of union with Christ crucified”, 

concluded the Holy Father. 

APPEAL FOR HARMONY IN UKRAINE  

Vatican City, 3 March 2014 (VIS) – Following the Angelus prayer, Pope Francis launched an 

appeal for harmony in Ukraine, asking the faithful to pray for the delicate situation in the 

country is currently experiencing. “While I hope that all the parties within the country will 

make efforts to overcome misunderstandings and to build the future of the nation together, I 

also make a heartfelt appeal to the international community to support every initiative in 

support of dialogue and harmony”. 

The Pope mentioned that this week sees the beginning of Lent, “the path of the People of God 

towards Easter: a path of conversion, and of struggle against evil through prayer, fasting, and 

mercy”. He added that “humanity needs justice, reconciliation, peace, and we can obtain 

these only by returning with all our hearts to God, their source. We are all in need of God's 

forgiveness. Let us enter Lent with a spirit of adoration for God and of fraternal solidarity 

with those who, in these times, suffer as a result of poverty and violent conflicts”. 

AGREEMENT RATIFIED BETWEEN HOLY SEE AND REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI  

Vatican City, 3 March 2014 (VIS) – On Friday 28 February 2014, at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and International Cooperation of the Republic of Burundi, Laurent Kavakure, 

minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation and Archbishop Franco Coppola, 
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apostolic nuncio, exchanged the instruments of ratification of the Agreement between the 

Holy See and the Republic of Burundi on matters of common interest, signed in Bujumbura 

on 6 November 2012. 

The solemn act was attended by: 

On behalf of the Holy See, Bishop Gervais Banshimiyubusa of Ngozi, president of the 

Conference of Catholic Bishops of Burundi (CECAB); Archbishop Evariste Ngoyagoye of 

Bujumbura, deputy president of the CECAB; Bishop Joaquim Ntahondereye of Muyinga; 

Bishop Bonaventure Nahimana of Rutana; Bishop-elect Georges Bizimana, coadjutor of 

Bubanza; Rev. Jose Nahum Jairo Salas Castaneda of the apostolic nunciature in Burundi, and 

Rev. A. Lambert Niciteretse, secretary general of the CECAB; 

On behalf of the Republic of Burundi, Emile Butoyi, chief of protocol at the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation; Ambassador Egyde Ndikuriyo, director 

general for Europe, America and non-governmental organisations; Ambassador Antoine 

Ntahobwa, director for America; Ambassador Ernest Ndabashintze, advisor to the minister of 

Foreign Affairs; and Emerence Nahonkuriye, assistant to the minister of Foreign Affairs. 

The framework agreement, acknowledging the good relations that have developed between 

the Holy See and Burundi over the last fifty years, defines and guarantees the legal status of 

the Catholic Church and regulates various areas, such as canonical marriage, places of 

worship, Catholic institutions of education and instruction, the welfare and charitable 

activities of the Church, pastoral care of the armed forces and of penitential and hospital 

environments, and the property and tax laws. 

The framework agreement, which consists of a Preamble of 22 Articles with an Appendix, 

entered into effect with the exchange of the instruments of ratification, in accordance with 

Article 22, paragraph 1. 

CARDINAL ABRIL Y CASTILLO APPOINTED PRESIDENT OF THE 

CARDINALS' COMMISSION FOR THE IOR  

Vatican City, 4 March 2014 (VIS) – The members of the Cardinals’ Commission of the 

Istituto per le Opere di Religione (IOR) have nominated Cardinal Santos Abril y Castello as 

their President. 

According to the Institute’s Statutes, the members of the Cardinals’ Commission are 

appointed by the Holy Father for a period of five years. The Cardinals’ Commission is called 

to meet by its President at least twice a year. It reviews reports on major business processes 

and strategy presented by the President of the Board of Superintendence. The Commission 

further oversees the Institute’s adherence to statutory norms and appoints the members of the 

Board of Superintendence. 

The Institute’s current Cardinals’ Commission was appointed in January 2014 by the Holy 

Father and is composed of Cardinal Santos Abril y Castello (Archpriest of the Papal Basilica 

of St Mary Major), Cardinal Thomas Christopher Collins (Archbishop of Toronto), Cardinal 

Pietro Parolin (Titular Archbishop of Acquapendente and Secretary of State), Cardinal 
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Christoph Schonborn (Archbishop of Vienna) and Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran (President of 

the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue). 

THE POPE OPENS THE GARDENS OF CASTEL GANDOLFO  

Vatican City, 4 March 2014 (VIS) – Following a decision by Pope Francis, the gardens of the 

Pontifical Villas of Castel Gandolfo will be open to the public starting from this month. Since 

last Saturday it has been possible to visit the Barberini Garden, with its beautiful natural 

landscapes and archaeological remains: the Paths of Roses, aromatic Herbs, and Lilies, the 

Square of holly oaks, and the Belvedere Garden, from where there is a panoramic view over 

Latium, out to the coastline. In the area of Villa Barberini there is the Villa of the Emperor 

Domitian, which faces Lake Albano, and the visitor may explore the remains of the imperial 

theatre and the crypto-portico or covered passageway of the imperial villa. 

The Pontifical Villas of Castel Gandolfo cover an area of 55 hectares in the area of the 

“Castelli Romani” in the province of Rome, and are part of the extraterritorial possessions of 

the Holy See in Italy. They were conceded to the Holy See by the Lateran Pacts of 1929, as 

they constitute the preferred suburban papal residence since the pontificate of Urban VIII in 

the 17th century. 

The Castel Gandolfo gardens are open to the public in the morning from Monday to 

Saturday; bookings can be made on the website of the Vatican Museums. 

IN MEMORIAM  

Vatican City, 4 March 2014 (VIS) – The following prelates died in recent weeks:  

- Archbishop Benedict John Osta, S.J., emeritus of Patna, India, on 30 January at the age of 

82. 

- Bishop Cornelius John Pasichny, O.S.B.M, emeritus of Toronto of the Ukrainians, Canada, 

on 30 January at the age of 86. 

- Bishop Prospero Nale Arellano, prelate emeritus of Libmanan, Philippines, on 1 February at 

the age of 77. 

- Bishop Rosendo Alvarez Gaston, emeritus of Almeria, Spain, on 3 February at the age of 

87. 

- Bishop Hubert Luthe, emeritus of Essen, Germany, on 4 February at the age of 86. 

- Bishop Deogratias Muganwa Byabazaire, of Hoima, Uganda, on 8 February at the age of 

72. 

- Fr. John Ikataere Rarikin, M.S.C., Superior of the Missio sui iuris of Funafuti, Tuvalu, on 8 

February at the age of 70. 

- Bishop Pius Suh Awa, emeritus of Buea, Cameroon, on 9 February at the age of 83. 
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- Bishop Pere Tena Garriga, auxiliary emeritus of Barcelona, Spain, on 10 February, at the 

age of 85. 

- Bishop Leon Hegele, auxiliary emeritus of Strasbourg, France, on 11 February, at the age of 

89. 

- Bishop Jean-Louis Giasson, P.M.E., emeritus of Yoro, Honduras, on 12 February at the age 

of 74. 

- Bishop Louis Nganga a Ndzando, emeritus of Lisala, Democratic Republic of Congo, on 13 

February at the age of 91. 

- Bishop Francisco Jose Arnaiz Zarandona, S.J., auxiliary emeritus of Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic, on 14 February at the age of 88. 

- Bishop Raymond James Boland, emeritus of Kansas City-Saint Joseph, U.S.A., on 27 

February at the age of 82. 

FRANCIS: DO NOT GET USED TO BEHAVIOUR THAT ANAESTHETISES THE 

HEART  

Vatican City, 5 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning the Holy Father celebrated the general 

audience with 30,000 faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square. Pope Francis dedicated this Ash 

Wednesday's catechesis to the Lenten journey of forty days that leads us to the Easter 

Triduum, and recalled the two suggestions offered to us by the Church in this period: to be 

more aware of the redemptive work of Christ, and to live our Baptism in a more committed 

way. 

“The awareness of the wonders that the Lord carried out for our salvation should lead our 

minds and hearts to gratitude to God”, he said, and added, “Fully living out our Baptism – 

and this is the second invitation – means not becoming inured to the situations of degradation 

and poverty that we encounter when walking the streets of our cities and towns. There is the 

risk of passively accepting certain types of behaviour and of not marvelling at the sad 

realities that surround us. We grow accustomed to violence, as if it were a normal part of our 

daily news; we get used to seeing our brothers and sisters sleeping in the streets, as they have 

no roof to shelter them. We are used to refugees who search of freedom and dignity, but are 

not received as they should be. We get used to living in a society that claims to be able to do 

without God, in which parents do not teach their children how to pray or how to make the 

sign of the Cross. This inurement to forms of behaviour that are not Christian, that are the 

easy way, anaesthetise the heart!” He asked the faithful present, “Do your children know how 

to make the sign of the Cross? Do they know how to pray the Our Father or the Hail Mary?”. 

Francis explained that Lent comes to us “as a Providential moment for changing our route, 

for recovering our capacity to react when faced with the realities of evil that always challenge 

us. Lent should be lived as a time of conversion, of renewal at personal and community levels 

by drawing closer to God and through trusting adhesion to the Gospel. In this way, we are 

able to look upon our brothers and their needs with new eyes”. 
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The Pope remarked that this moment is “favourable for converting to love for one's 

neighbour; a love that assumes the gratitude and mercy of the Lord Who made himself poor 

so that by his poverty we might become rich, and invited all to “invoke with particular trust 

the protection and help of the Virgin Mary, so that she, the first believer in Christ, might 

accompany us in days of intense and penitential prayer, to allow us to celebrate, purified and 

renewed in spirit, the great Paschal mystery of her Son”. 

THE POPE URGES ACTION AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

Vatican City, 5 March 2014 (VIS) – Pope Francis has sent a message to the faithful in Brazil 

on the occasion of the annual Lenten “Fraternity Campaign”, which this year takes on the 

theme of “Brotherhood and human trafficking”, and whose slogan will be “For freedom 

Christ has set us free”. 

“During the next forty days, we will seek to be more aware of the infinite mercy God has 

given to us and asks us to give to others, especially those most in need: 'You are free! Go and 

help your brothers to be free!'. In this sense, and wishing to mobilise Christians and persons 

of good will in Brazilian society against the social ill of human trafficking, our Brazilian 

brother bishops propose this year the theme 'Fraternity and human trafficking'”. 

“It is not possible to remain indifferent before the knowledge that human beings are bought 

and sold like goods! I think of the adoption of children for the extraction of their organs, of 

woman deceived and obliged to prostitute themselves, of workers exploited and denied rights 

or a voice, and so on. And this is human trafficking. 'It is precisely on this level that we need 

to make a good examination of conscience: how many times have we permitted a human 

being to be seen as an object, to be put on show in order to sell a product or to satisfy an 

immoral desire? The human person ought never to be sold or bought as if he or she were a 

commodity. Whoever uses human persons in this way and exploits them, even if indirectly, 

becomes an accomplice of this injustice'. Moving on to the family level, entering into the 

home, how often do we see that even there, often there is abuse. Parents who enslave their 

children, children who enslave their parents; married couples who, forgetting their duty in 

receiving this gift, exploit one another as if they were products for consumption, disposable 

products; the elderly ,without a place in society and children and adolescents without a voice. 

How many attacks to the basic values of the fabric of family life and social coexistence. Yes, 

there is a need to profoundly examine our consciences. How can one proclaim the joy of 

Easter, without lending support to those who are denied their freedom on this earth?”. 

He continues, “Be sure: if I offend the human dignity of others, it is because I have 

previously divested myself of my own. And why have I done this? For power, fame, material 

goods … in exchange for my dignity as a a son or daughter of God, whose salvation comes at 

the price of Christ's blood on the Cross and is guaranteed by the Holy Spirit who calls inside 

us, 'Abba, father!'. Human dignity is the same for all human beings; if I trample that of 

another, I also trample my own. Christ freed us so that we might live free in freedom! … I 

hope that Christians and persons of good faith may make efforts to ensure that men, women, 

young people or children may never more be victims of human trafficking. It is the most 

effective foundation for re-establishing human dignity and proclaiming Christ's Gospel in 

towns and country, because Jesus wishes to sow life in abundance everywhere”, concludes 

the Holy Father. 
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TO THE CLERGY OF ROME: STERILE PRIESTS DO NOT HELP THE CHURCH  

Vatican City, 6 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning, in the Vatican's Paul VI Hall, Pope 

Francis met with the clergy of the diocese of Rome. The central theme of the meeting, 

inspired by the Gospel of St. Matthew, was mercy. The Holy Father recalled how Jesus 

walked through towns and villages, feeling compassion for those he encountered; people who 

were “tired and worn out, like sheep without a shepherd”. “We are not here to perform a 

spiritual exercise for the beginning of Lent, but rather to listen to the voice of the Spirit that 

speaks to everyone in the Church in this, our time, which is indeed the time of mercy”. 

This “time of mercy” was Pope Francis' first point of reflection. “Today, we forget 

everything too easily, including the teaching of the Church! This is in part inevitable, but we 

must not forget the important content, the great intuitions and that which has been consigned 

to the People of God. And divine mercy is among these. … It is up to us, as ministers of the 

Church, to keep this message alive, above all in preaching and in our gestures, in signs and in 

pastoral choices, such as the decision to restore priority to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 

and at the same time to works of mercy”. 

Secondly, the Pope asked, “What does it mean to be a priest?”. He explained that “priests are 

moved by their sheep, like Jesus when he saw the people, tired and exhausted, like sheep 

without a shepherd”. He commented that the priest, following the example of the Good 

Shepherd, is a man of mercy and compassion, close to his people and the servant of all. “In 

particular, the priest demonstrates the depths of his mercy in administering the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation; he shows this in all his attitude, in his way of welcoming, listening, advising 

and absolving. … But this derives from how he lives this Sacrament himself. … If a person 

lives this himself, in his own heart, he is also able to give it to others in his ministry”. 

The Holy Father added that the heart of a priest must be susceptible to being moved, as 

“sterile priests do not help the Church. … We can think of today's Church as a kind of 'field 

hospital', where we need to tend to injuries. … There are many people who are wounded by 

material problems, by scandals, even in the Church. … People wounded by the illusions of 

the world. … We priests must be there, close to these people. Mercy means, above all, taking 

care of wounds. When a person is injured, this is the immediate help they need, not analyses; 

the special care can follow, but first we need to tend to the open wounds. Do you know what 

your parishioners' wounds are? Are you close to them?”. 

In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, mercy means “neither undue laxity nor excessive rigour”. 

“Often, as priests, we hear of the experience of the faithful who say they have encountered in 

Confession a very 'rigid' or a very 'flexible' priest, lax or rigorous. That there may be 

differences in style is normal, but these differences must not relate to the substance, that is the 

healthy moral doctrine and mercy. Neither the lax nor the rigorous bear witness to Jesus, 

because neither of them truly take on the people they meet. … True mercy truly takes the 

person on board … and acts like the Good Samaritan. … Neither laxity nor rigour make 

holiness flourish”. 

“Instead, mercy accompanies the path of holiness, and helps growth. But how? Through 

pastoral suffering, which is a form of mercy. What does pastoral suffering mean? It means 

suffering with the people, like a father and a mother suffer for their children, and I would say 

also with anxiety”. 
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Pope Francis shared with the clergy some questions that helped him when a priest comes to 

him for advice. “Do you cry? How many of us cry when faced with the suffering of a child, 

the destruction of a family, before the many people who cannot find their path? The tears of a 

priest … Do you cry, or is this a clergy that has lost its tears? Do you cry for your people? Do 

you battle with the Lord for your people, like Abraham fought?” 

The Bishop of Rome concluded by commenting that in the end, “we will be judged for how 

we have been able to be close to 'every flesh', to our neighbours, to the flesh of our brothers. 

… At the end of time, only those who have not been ashamed before the flesh of his injured 

and excluded brother will be admitted to the contemplation of Christ's glorified flesh”. 

LENT CHALLENGES OUR ROUTINE AND SETS US ON A PATH OF 

CONVERSION  

Vatican City, 6 March 2014 (VIS) – Yesterday, Ash Wednesday, the Holy Father presided 

over the traditional procession of penitence from the Church of St. Anselm on the Aventine 

Hill to the Basilica of Santa Sabina, on the same Roman hill. Numerous cardinals, 

archbishops and bishops take part, along with the Benedictine monks of St. Anselm, the 

Dominican fathers of Santa Sabina, and the faithful.  

After the procession, Pope Francis presided over the celebration of the Eucharist with the rite 

of blessing and the imposition of the ashes. The Pope received them from the hands of 

Cardinal Jozef Tomko, titular of the basilica, and subsequently imposed them on the cardinals 

and various monks, religious and faithful. Following the proclamation of the Gospel, he gave 

a homily in which he emphasised that the conversion of the heart is the characteristic of Lent. 

“We are called upon to undertake a path in which, challenging our routine, we make efforts to 

open … our hearts, to go beyond simply tending our own gardens. 

“We know that this increasingly artificial world makes us live in a culture of 'doing' of the 

'useful', where without realising we exclude God from our horizons. But we exclude the 

horizon itself! Lent calls to us to 'shake ourselves up', to remember that we are creatures, 

simply that we are not God. When I watch, in my little daily environment, some battles to 

occupy space, I think: these people play at being God the Creator. They still have not 

understood that they are not God”. 

But, towards others too, “we run the risk of closing ourselves up, of forgetting them. But only 

we are called to by the difficulties and suffering of our brothers, only then can we undertake 

our path of conversion towards Easter”. To walk this spiritual path, three elements are 

necessary: prayer, fasting and charity. All three involve “the importance of not allowing 

oneself to be dominated by appearances: what counts is not appearance, but what we have 

inside”. 

Prayer is “the strength of of the Christian and of every believer. In the weakness and the 

fragility of our life, we may turn to God with the trust of His sons and enter into communion 

with Him. And Lent is a time for prayer, “a more intense and prolonged prayer … more able 

to take on the needs of our brothers; prayer of intercession, to intercede before God for many 

situations of poverty and suffering”. 
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Fasting “has meaning only if it truly attacks our security, and if it brings benefits to others, if 

it helps us to cultivate the approach of the good Samaritan, who turns to his brother and takes 

care of him. Fasting involves choosing a sober style of life; a life without waste, without 

discarding things. Fasting helps us to train our hearts in simplicity and sharing”. 

Giving to charity “means giving freely, because in this way we gives to someone from whom 

we expect nothing in return. Giving freely should be one of the characteristics of the 

Christian who, aware of having received everything freely from God, that is, undeservingly, 

learns to give freely to others. … Giving to charity helps us to live the free nature of the gift, 

which is freedom from the obsession of possession, of the fear of losing what we have”. 

“With its invitation to conversion”, concluded Pope Francis, “Lent providentially reawakens 

us, shakes us from our torpor, from our risk of living by inertia. … Why must we return to 

God? Because something is not quite right in us, and is not right in society or in the Church, 

and we need to change, to turn things around. This is what is meant by needing to convert! 

Once again, Lent makes its prophetic call to us, to remind us that it is possible to achieve 

something new within ourselves and around ourselves, simply because God is faithful … and 

continues to be rich in goodness and mercy, always ready to forgive and start again from the 

beginning”. 

THE POPE TO THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: TAKE THE PATH TO 

FULL COMMUNION WITHOUT FEAR  

Vatican City, 7 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning the Holy Father met with Rev. Olav Fykse 

Tveit, secretary general of the World Council for Churches, accompanied by a delegation. 

The Pope remarked that this encounter “marks an important chapter in the long and fruitful 

relationship between the Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches”, and 

acknowledged “the service it performs in the cause of unity between believers in Christ”. 

“Since its creation, the World Council of Churches has offered a great contribution to 

forming the sensibility of all Christians with regard to the fact that our divisions represent a 

major obstacle to our witness to the Gospel in the world. These divisions must not be 

accepted with resignation, as if they were simply an inevitable component of the historic 

experience of the Church. If Christians ignore the Lord's call to unity, they risk ignoring the 

Lord Himself and the salvation He offers through His Body, the Church: 'there is salvation in 

no one else, for there is no other name … by which we must be saved.'” 

“The way to full and visible communion is a path which still proves today to be arduous and 

uphill. The Spirit, however, urges us not to be afraid, to go ahead with trust, and not to 

content ourselves with the progress that we have been able to experience in these decades. 

Prayer is fundamental on this path. Only in a spirit of humble and persistent prayer can we 

attain the necessary farsightedness, discernment and motivations for offering our service to 

the human family, in all its weakness and with all its needs, both spiritual and material”. 

THE POPE AND THE ROMAN CURIA BEGIN THEIR SPIRITUAL EXERCISES  
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Vatican City, 7 March 2014 (VIS) – On 9 March, the first Sunday of Lent, the Pope and the 

Roman Curia will begin their spiritual exercises. The meditations will be led by Fr. Angelo 

De Donatis, parish of San Marco Evangelista in Campidoglio. 

This year's spiritual exercises will be based on the theme “the purification of the heart” and 

will take place in the Pauline residence, “Casa del Divin Maestro” in Ariccia, a few 

kilometres outside Rome.  

The retreat will continue until 14 March and during this period all pontifical audiences will 

be suspended, including the general audience of Wednesday 12 March. 

GOOD FRIDAY: COLLECTION FOR THE HOLY LAND  

Vatican City, 7 March 2014 (VIS) – Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, prefect of the Congregation 

for the Oriental Churches, has addressed a letter to all bishops worldwide in view of the 

collection for the Holy Land, which traditionally takes place on Good Friday. The letter is 

also signed by Archbishop Cyril Vasil, S.J., secretary of the same dicastery. 

“Every day, Christians in various regions of the Middle East ask themselves whether to stay 

there or to emigrate: they live in conditions of insecurity or suffer violence, at times for the 

mere fact of professing their, and our, faith”, he says. “Every day there are brothers and 

sisters who resist, choosing to remain there where God fulfilled in Christ His plan for 

universal reconciliation. From that land there departed those who, upon Christ's Word, 

brought the Gospel to the four corners of the world. It is there that the Church always 

rediscovers, with her roots, the 'great hope' that bears Jesus' name, but the current situation is 

truly delicate: it is enough to think of the conflict between Israel and Palestine, the evolution 

that Egypt is undergoing, and the tragedy in Syria”.  

Cardinal Sandri continues, “On Good Friday we wish to raise to the Crucified the cry for 

peace for Jerusalem so that the world, starting from the land of Jesus, might become the City 

of Peace”. 

A document prepared by the Custodian of the Holy Land details the works carried out as a 

result of the 2012-2013 collection. 

In addition to providing scholarships to students from different dioceses, the collection has 

enabled restoration work to be carried out in various places, including the Mensa Christi 

Church, the Cafarnao archaeological site and the Shrine of Nain. Funds have also been 

distributed to support parishes, families, schools, universities and cultural works, through the 

Custodian of the Holy Land, such as the Faculty of Biblical Sciences and Archaeology of the 

Studium Biblicum Francescanum in Jerusalem, and the Franciscan Media Centre. 

PRESS RELEASE ON THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 

FOR THE ECONOMY  

Vatican City, 8 March 2014 (VIS) – Below is the full text of the press release issued this 

morning by the Holy See Press Office on the appointment of eight cardinals and seven expert 

laypersons as members of the Council for the Economy: 
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“Proceeding in the constitution of the new institutions created by the Motu proprio 'Fidelis 

dispensator et prudens' of 24 February 2014, the Holy Father has appointed eight cardinals 

and seven expert laypersons as members of the Council for the Economy, to serve for a five-

year period: 

- Cardinal Reinhard Marx, archbishop of Munich and Freising, Germany (coordinator); 

- Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, archbishop of Lima, Peru; 

- Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, archbishop of Galveston-Houston, U.S.A.; 

- Cardinal Wilfrid Fox Napier, archbishop of Durban, South Africa; 

- Cardinal Jean-Pierre Ricard, archbishop of Bordeaux, France; 

- Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera, archbishop of Mexico; 

- Cardinal John Tong Hon, bishop of Hong Kong, China; 

- Cardinal Agostino Vallini, vicar general of His Holiness for the diocese of Rome; 

- Joseph F. X. Zahra, Malta (deputy coordinator); 

- Jean-Baptiste de Franssu, France; 

- John Kyle, Canada; 

- Enrique Llano Cueto, Spain; 

- Jochen Messemer, Germany; 

- Francesco Vermiglio, Italy; 

- George Yeo, Singapore.” 

COMMENT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE HOLY SEE PRESS OFFICE ON THE 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL FOR THE ECONOMY  

Vatican City, 8 March 2014 (VIS) – “Cardinals Cipriani Thorne, Napier, Rivera Carrera, 

Tong Hon, and Vallini, along with Cardinal Pell, new Prefect of the Secretariat for the 

Economy, were previously all members of the Council for the Study of Organizational and 

Economic Problems of the Holy See (Council of 15), which has ceased to exist. Cardinal 

Marx and Cardinal Pell, as is known, are both members of the Council of Cardinals for the 

reform of the Apostolic Constitution Pastor bonus, and for assisting the Holy Father in the 

governance of the universal Church (Council of 8). 

“The relations between the Council and the Secretariat for the Economy will be defined by 

the statutes, and in any case the Council is to be understood as a body with its own decision-

making authority, not merely an advisory organ of the Secretariat for the Economy. 



Pope Francis: March 2014 

 

 20  

compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

“The members appointed to the Council are from various geographical areas, reflecting, as 

requested by the Motu proprio Fidelis dispensator et prudens, the universality of the Church. 

The laypersons, selected on the basis of their professional experience and capacity, will 

become voting members of a dicastery, one of the governing organs of the Roman Curia. The 

lay members will work on an entirely voluntary and pro bono basis, and shall receive 

compensation only for travel and lodgings in Rome. 

“The constitution of the Council for the Economy is a key step towards the consolidation of 

the current management structures of the Holy See, with the aim of improving coordination 

and oversight of economic and administrative matters. The institutions of the Holy See 

related to these matters will depend on the Council. The latter will adopt practical measures 

used by other public organisations and shall aim at greater transparency and appropriate 

management. 

“The Council will begin work immediately, and its first meeting is scheduled for May”. 

MANAGEMENT OF ECCLESIASTICAL ASSETS IN THE SERVICE OF THE 

MISSION OF THE CHURCH  

Vatican City, 8 March 2014 (VIS) – The International Symposium “The administration of the 

ecclesiastical assets of the Institutes of Consecrated Life and the Societies of Apostolic Life 

in the service of the humanum and the mission of the Church” is held at the “Antonianum” 

Pontifical Athenaeum on 8 and 9 March 2014. To mark the occasion the Holy Father sent a 

message to the participants in the Congress, in which he writes, “Our time is characterised by 

significant changes and progress in various fields, with important consequences for the life of 

humanity. However, although poverty has been reduced, the goals attained have often 

contributed to the construction of an economy of exclusion and injustice”. 

“The Institutes of Consecrated Life and the Societies of Apostolic Life can and must be 

active agents in living and bearing witness that the principle of gratuity and the logic of 

giving have a place in economic activity. … Careful supervision is necessary to ensure that 

the assets of the Institutes are managed shrewdly and transparently, that they are protected 

and preserved, linking the charismatic-spiritual dimension to that of economy and efficiency, 

which has its humus in the administrative tradition of the Institutes, which does not tolerate 

waste and is attentive to the good use of resources”. 

“The Institutes of Consecrated Life and the Societies of Apostolic Life have always been the 

prophetic voice and living witness to the novelty of Christ … who became poor so that we 

might be rich”, continues the Pope. It is not a theoretical poverty that we need, but rather the 

poverty that is learned by touching the flesh of the poor Christ, in the humble, in the poor, in 

the sick, in children”. Pope Francis concludes by encouraging the Institutes and Societies to 

continue their work in relation to “the poor and all material, moral and spiritual misery, 

overcoming all selfishness in the logic of the Gospel that teaches us to trust in God's 

Providence”. 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD ARE DISCIPLES AND 

MISSIONARIES  
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Vatican City, 8 March 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father has sent a message to the participants in 

the Congress, organised by the Vicariate of Rome, celebrated at the Pontifical Lateran 

University from 7 to 8 March on the theme: “The mission of Christian laypeople in the city”. 

Francis emphasised in his letter various “essential aspects”. “The lay faithful, by virtue of 

their Baptism, are agents in the work of evangelisation and human promotion. Incorporated in 

the Church, each member of the People of God is inseparably disciple and missionary. We 

must always depart from this common root of ours, as sons and daughters of the Mother 

Church”. 

“As a result of this common belonging to the Church and participation in her mission”, he 

continues, “it is important that parishes and lay ecclesial bodies are not opposed to each 

other. The latter, with their variety and dynamic quality, are a resource for the Church, 

projecting into different environments and sectors of social life; but it is good for them to 

maintain a vital link to the organic pastoral ministry of the diocese and the parishes, so as not 

to construct a partial reading of the Gospel or to uproot themselves from the Mother Church”. 

“I recommend that you make habitual use of the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 

Church, a complete and valuable tool. With the help of this 'compass', I encourage you to 

work for the social inclusion of the poor, always offering religious and spiritual attention to 

them as a priority”, he concludes. 

ANGELUS: DO NOT ENTER INTO DIALOGUE WITH SATAN – ONLY GOD'S 

WORD WILL SAVE US  

Vatican City, 10 March 2014 (VIS) – At midday today, the first Sunday of Lent, the Holy 

Father appeared at the window of his study to pray the Angelus with the faithful gathered in 

St. Peter's Square. The Bishop of Rome commented that every year the Gospel of the first 

Sunday of Lent presents Jesus' temptations, and he mentioned that the tempter seeks to divert 

the Lord from His Father's plan, or rather the way of sacrifice that involves offering Himself 

in atonement and with love, and attempts to make Him choose the easy path of success and 

power. 

“Indeed, the devil, to divert Jesus from the way of the cross, presents Him with false 

messianic hopes: economic well-being, as indicated by the possibility of turning stones into 

bread; a miraculous and spectacular style as seen in the idea of throwing Himself off the 

highest point of the temple of Jerusalem, to be saved by angels, and finally a shortcut to 

power and domination, in exchange for His open worship of Satan". 

Jesus, the Pope explained, "firmly rejects all these temptations and reiterates His 

determination to follow the path set out by the Father, without compromising with sin and 

with the logic of the world. … This is why Jesus, instead of entering into a dialogue like Eve, 

chooses to take refuge in God's Word and responds with the power of this Word. We should 

remember this when we are tempted ourselves: do not argue with Satan, always defend 

ourselves with the Word of God. And this will save us". 

“In his response to Satan, the Lord reminds us, first, that 'man does not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God', and this gives us strength, 

supporting us in our battle against the worldly mentality that reduces man to the level of his 

most basic needs and causing him to lose his hunger for what is true, good and beautiful, the 
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hunger for God and His love. Remember too that it is also written: 'Do not test the Lord your 

God', because the road of faith also passes through darkness and doubt, and is nourished by 

patience and perseverance. Finally, remember that it is written: 'The Lord, your God, shall 

you worship and Him alone shall you serve', that is, we have rid ourselves of idols, of vain 

things, and build our lives on the essentials”. 

“Lent is a fitting occasion for all of us to undertake a journey of conversion, giving sincere 

consideration to this Gospel passage”, concluded Pope Francis. “Let us renew the promises of 

our Baptism: renouncing Satan and all his works and seduction, to walk the path of God to 

reach Easter in the joy of the Spirit". 

THE POPE TO TRAVEL TO KOREA IN AUGUST  

Vatican City, 10 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning the Holy See Press Office issued a press 

release to communicate that the Holy Father Francis will travel to the Republic of Korea from 

14-18 August, on the occasion of the Sixth Asian Youth Day, which will take place in the 

diocese of Daejeon. 

PRAYING WITH MOZART ON THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE TSUNAMI 

IN JAPAN  

Vatican City, 11 March 2014 (VIS) – The concert “Mozart's Requiem for Japan from the 

Vatican” will be held today in the Basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-Walls to commemorate the 

third anniversary of the earthquake that occurred in Japan on 11 March 2011. This initiative, 

organised with the patronage of the Japanese embassy to the Holy See, is intended to raise 

prayers for the victims of the tsunami and the earthquake that afflicted Japan in 2011. 

The Gioacchino Rossini Symphony Orchestra of Pesaro and the San Carlo choir from the 

same city, conducted by the maestro Daniele Agiman, will perform Mozart's Requiem at 8 

p.m. Entry to the concert is free and open to all those who wish to participate in this act of 

remembrance for this tragic event which cost the lives of over fifteen thousand people, 

caused fifty thousand casualties and left four thousand missing. 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF POPE FRANCIS' PONTIFICATE  

Vatican City, 12 March 2014 (VIS) – Tomorrow, 13 March, will be the first anniversary of 

the election of Pope Francis to the See of St. Peter. These 365 days of his papacy have been 

characterised as a “time of mercy”, as described by the Pope himself. During these twelve 

months of intense activity, the Pope “from the end of the earth” who asks us to pray for him, 

has started out on a new way of working that, with a slow but sure pace, has drawn renewed 

attention to issues not only of an ecclesiastical nature. The “priest of the world”, as his special 

secretary Msgr. Alfred Xuereb calls him, “has not wasted a minute! He works tirelessly and, 

when he feels the need to take a moment's pause, he closes his eyes and does nothing: he 

simply sits and prays the Rosary”. 

To commemorate this first anniversary, the director of the Holy See Press Office, Fr. 

Federico Lombardi, S.J., gave an interview with Vatican Radio in which he reflects on this 

year and its “great impulse to a journeying Church”. 
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“The most important aspect of this first year is without doubt the great attention, the great 

attraction of the people – I say the people, meaning not only practising Catholics, but 

everyone in this world – the great attention for this Pope, for his message. It is something that 

I think and hope is very deeply rooted in the heart of the people, who have felt touched by a 

word of love, attention, mercy, closeness, proximity, in which through the man, the Pope, the 

love of God arrives”. 

“The Church truly seems to be a journeying people. This is her most characteristic aspect: a 

sense of great dynamism. The Pope has given a great impulse and journeys with a Church 

that seeks God's will, that seeks her mission in today's world for the good of all, truly going 

out to the peripheries, to the ends of the world”, he continues, adding that there are 

“manifestations of attention, therefore, that come from places, from atypical organs of the 

press”, that “mean that his message reaches its target”. 

NOTICE  

Vatican City, 12 March 2014 (VIS) – We inform our readers that tomorrow, Thursday 13 

March, the first anniversary of the election to the pontificate of the Holy Father Francis, no 

bulletin will be transmitted. The service will resume on Friday, 14 March. 

TELEGRAM FOR THE DEATH OF CARDINAL JOSE DA CRUZ POLICARPO  

Vatican City, 14 March 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father has sent a telegram of condolences to 

Bishop Jose Manuel Macario do Nascimento Clemente, Patriarch of Lisbon, Portugal and 

president of the Portuguese Episcopal Conference, for the death on the afternoon of 12 March 

of Cardinal Jose da Cruz Policarpo, patriarch emeritus of Lisbon, Portugal, at the age of 78. 

In the text the Pope expressed his closeness and prayer “for the patriarchate of Lisbon, the 

family of the departed and for all those who mourn his unexpected death”, and recalled the 

cardinal's “important contribution in the different organs of the Holy See” and his “two 

encounters with this pastor, committed to the search for truth … who placed the gifts he 

received from the Lord to the service of the People of God and to his brother bishops, 

especially during his years as president of the Episcopal Conference”. 

“AD LIMINA” VISIT OF THE BISHOPS OF EAST TIMOR: REVOLUTION OF 

TENDERNESS  

Vatican City, 17 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning Pope Francis received in audience the 

prelates of the Episcopal Conference of East Timor on their “ad limina Apostolorum” visit, 

and delivered to them the text of the address he had prepared. In the text, the Pope considers 

some of the concerns the prelates had referred to him: the contribution of the bishops as the 

critical conscience of the nation; the Church in mission, motivated by mercy; and conveying 

the good news of salvation in local languages. 

“The Church asks of society just one thing: the freedom to proclaim the Gospel in full, also 

when it goes against current values. … Dear brothers, do not be afraid to make this 

contribution to the Church for the good of all society. But if there is no mercy nowadays, 

there is little chance of entering into the world of the 'wounded' who are in need of 

understanding, forgiveness and love. This is why I never tire of calling all the Church to a 

'revolution of tenderness'”. 
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The Holy Father encourages them, “without diminishing the value of the evangelical ideal, to 

control, with mercy and patience, the potential for growth in the steps taken day by day … 

and to meet this challenge through the solid formation of priests, religious and lay faithful”. 

The Pope adds that “this does not require a specialised form of evangelisation”, and that it is 

necessary to make each Christian an agent of evangelisation since “once a person truly 

experiences God's saving love, it does not take long for that person to rise and proclaim the 

Gospel, and they do not require great lessons or instruction. Every Christian is a missionary 

to the extent that he encounters God's love in Jesus Christ. … In all baptised persons, it is the 

Spirit that leads them to evangelise”. In addition, Pope Francis emphasises that “challenge” 

does not imply a threat. 

The Pontiff refers to the triple position the bishop must assume in relation to the faithful: he 

must be at the head of his flock, in order to show the way; in the centre, to maintain unity and 

neutralise any stampedes; and behind, to ensure that no-one is left behind or strays. “In any 

case, be men who are able to support, with love and patience, the steps of God alongside his 

people, and bring to bear all that may keep them united, taking care of possible dangers but 

above all enabling hope to grow: may you have sun and light in your hearts!”. 

POPE FRANCIS RECEIVES IN AUDIENCE THE PRESIDENT OF ARGENTINA  

Vatican City, 16 March 2014 (VIS) – The Holy See Press Office today issued an informative 

note from the director Fr. Federico Lombardi S.J. regarding the private audience of the Holy 

Father with the president of the Argentine Republic the full text of which is published below: 

In the late morning, the Holy Father Francis received in audience the Domus Sanctae 

Marthae the president of the Argentine Republic, Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, 

accompanied by a large delegation.  

The visit had the aim of presenting to the Holy Father the greetings, wishes and affection of 

the Argentine people to commemorate the anniversary of the first year of his pontificate. 

The Pope awaited and received the president and the delegation at the door of the Domus 

Sanctae Marthae around 1.10 p.m. The meeting took place in the Hall on the ground floor, 

first with the entire delegation, then with the president alone. Then, at around 1.30 p.m., the 

Pope and the president lunched privately. 

ERADICATE MODERN SLAVERY AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

Vatican City, 17 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning a press conference was held in the Holy 

See Press Office to present the “Global Freedom Network”, an agreement between the 

representatives of the great world religions to eradicate modern forms of slavery and human 

trafficking, in collaboration with the Walk Free Foundation. The speakers at the conference 

were: Bishop Marcelo Sanchez Sorondo, chancellor of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences 

and Social Sciences, on behalf of the Holy Father; Mahmoud Azab, on behalf of the Grand 

Imam of Al Azhar, Egypt; Rev. Sir John Moxon, on behalf of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

the Most Reverend Justin Welby, and Andrew Forrest, founder of the Walk Free Foundation. 

The objective of the agreement is to eradicate modern slavery and human trafficking across 

the world by 2020”; it is a revolutionary and unprecedented agreement among representatives 

of major faiths. The joint statement made by the signatories underscores the “searing personal 
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destructiveness of modern slavery and human trafficking” and calls for “urgent action by all 

other Christian Churches and global faiths”. 

According to the Joint Statement, “Modern slavery and human trafficking are crimes against 

humanity. The physical, economic and sexual exploitation of men, women and children 

condemns 30 million people to dehumanisation and degradation. Every day we let this tragic 

situation continue is a grievous assault on our common humanity and a shameful affront to 

the consciences of all peoples. Any indifference to those suffering exploitation must cease. 

We call to action all people of faith and their leaders, all governments and people of 

goodwill, to join the movement against modern slavery and human trafficking and support 

the Global Freedom Network”. 

POPE FRANCIS: TO LISTEN TO JESUS, CARRY THE GOSPEL WITH YOU  

Vatican City, 16 March 2014 (VIS) – At midday today the Holy Father appeared at the 

window of his study to pray the Angelus with the faithful gathered in St. Peter's Square. On 

this, the second Sunday of Lent, Pope Francis reflected upon the Transfiguration of Christ 

and urged the faithful this week to “listen to Jesus” and to read a passage from the Gospel 

every day. 

“We, as Jesus' disciples, are called upon to be people who listen to His voice and take His 

words seriously. To listen to Jesus, we need to be near to Him, to follow Him, as did the 

crowds in the Gospel who ran after him through the streets of Palestine. … But we also listen 

to Jesus in his written Word, in the Gospel. Let me ask you a question: do you read a passage 

from the Gospel every day? Yes, no, yes, no, so-so. But it is important. It is a good idea to 

have a small Gospel, a pocket-sized Gospel that you can carry around with you, and to read a 

short passage from it at any time of the day. At any time in the day I take the Gospel out of 

my pocket and read a little something, a short passage. There we find Jesus, Who speaks to 

us, in the Gospel! Think about this. It is not difficult, and it is not even necessary to have all 

four of them: we can carry just one of the Gospels, a little copy, with us at all times. Let us 

always keep the Gospel with us, because it is the Word of Jesus, so that we can listen to Him 

at all times. 

The Pope commented that, in order to share the Word of the Lord, we must learn to “ascend” 

in prayer and “descend” with fraternal charity, and he emphasised that this is a mission that 

involves the entire Church, all baptised persons. “In this episode of the Transfiguration, I 

would like to comment on two significant elements that can be summarised in two words – 

ascent and descent”, he said. “We need to take time out to climb the mountain in silent space, 

to find ourselves and to better hear the voice of the Lord. We do this in prayer. But we cannot 

remain there! The encounter with God in prayer inspires us to go back down the mountain, 

onto the plain, where we meet many brothers and sisters who are weighed down by fatigue, 

injustice, ignorance and poverty, both material and spiritual. We must bring to these brothers 

of ours who are in difficulty the fruits of our experience with God, sharing the grace we have 

received. And this is curious. When we hear the Word of Jesus, when we listen to the Word 

of Jesus and commit it to our hearts, that Word grows. And do you know how we make it 

grow? By giving it to others! The Word of Christ grows in us when we proclaim it, when we 

give it to others. And this is Christian life”. 

Finally, the Bishop of Rome asked all those present to turn to the Mother of God and our 

Mother, invoking her guidance in our Lenten journey. 
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THE POPE PRAYS FOR THE PASSENGERS OF THE MISSING MALAYSIAN 

AIRLINER  

Vatican City, 16 March 2014 (VIS) – Following today's Angelus prayer, the Holy Father 

called for prayers for the passengers and crew of the missing Malaysian airliner, and for their 

families and loved ones. Pope Francis also addressed the members of the Pope John XXIII 

Community, founded by the Italian priest Oreste Benzi, and mentioned the Via Crucis 

organised by this community for women who are victims of trafficking, to take place next 

Friday evening in the streets of the centre of Rome. 

LISTEN TO AND LOOK AT JESUS TO ILLUMINATE THE SOUL  

Vatican City, 16 March 2014 (VIS) – “The Christian's first task is to listen to the Word of 

God, to listen to Jesus, because He speaks to us, and He saves us with His Word. And He 

makes our faith stronger and more robust, with his Word”. Pope Francis addressed these 

words to the faithful who awaited him at 4 p.m. today in the parish of Santa Maria 

dell'Orazione in Setteville di Guidonia, to the north of the Italian capital. The Pope met with 

various groups within the parish, in particular the sick and disabled, children and young 

catechumens preparing to receive their first Communion, Confirmation and Post 

Confirmation, Neocatechumenal Communities and families with children baptised during 

recent months. Before beginning the celebration, Pope Francis confessed several penitents. 

The Pope's homily focused on the grace of “listening to and watching Jesus”. “Do we keep a 

copy of the Gospel at home? And each day, do we listen to Jesus in the Gospel, do we read a 

short passage from the Gospel? Are we afraid of this, or are we unaccustomed to it? Listening 

to the Word of Jesus to nourish us – this means that the Word of Jesus is the strongest 

sustenance for the soul: it nourishes our soul and our faith. I recommend that every day you 

set aside a few minutes to read a good passage from the Gospel and to see what happens 

there. Hear the voice of Jesus, and that Word of Jesus will enter into our hearts every day and 

make us stronger in our faith”. 

“We are invited to listen to Jesus, and Jesus manifests himself, and in His Transfiguration He 

invites us to look upon him. And looking at Him purifies our eyes and prepares us for eternal 

life, for the vision of Heaven. Perhaps our eyes have sickened as they have seen so many 

things that are not of Jesus, or that are indeed against Jesus: worldly things, things that are not 

good for the light of the soul. And so this light gradually goes out, and without knowing it we 

end up in inner darkness, in spiritual darkness, in the darkness that excludes faith; darkness as 

we are not used to looking at or imagining those things proper to Jesus”. 

POPE FRANCIS CLOSE TO THE VICTIMS OF THE MAFIA  

Vatican City, 15 March 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father will visit the parish of San Gregorio 

VII in Rome on Friday 21 March to meet with the participants in a meeting organised by the 

“Libera” Foundation, presided by Don Luigi Ciotti. The meeting is dedicated to relatives of 

the victims of the mafia and will be held on the eve of the 19th “Day of memory and 

commitment”, in remembrance of the victims of the mafia, to be held in Latina on 22 March. 

THE HOLY SEE GUEST OF HONOUR AT THE 2014 TURIN INTERNATIONAL 

BOOK FAIR  
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Vatican City, 18 March 2014 (VIS) – A press conference was held in the Holy See Press 

Office this morning to present the Holy See's participation as a guest of honour at the 27th 

Turin International Book Fair, to take place from 8 to 12 May. The speakers were: Cardinal 

Gianfranco Ravasi, president of the Pontifical Council for Culture; Rolando Picchioni, 

president of the for Books, Music and Cultural Activities; Fr. Giuseppe Costa, S.D.B., 

director of Libreria Editrice Vaticana, and Ernesto Ferrero, editorial director of the Turin 

International Book Fair. 

The Holy See will be represented by a stand in the form of a dome made out of books, 

explained Cardinal Ravasi. The plan incorporates the design for the new Vatican Basilica by 

Donato Bramante; the 500th anniversary of whose death is commemorated on 11 April.  

The stand will be located in the third pavilion of the complex, and will host cultural and 

artistic events including: on Wednesday 7, a pre-inauguration concert performed by the choir 

of the Sistine Chapel; on Friday 9, a cultural debate between Cardinal Gianfranco Ravasi and 

a distinguished non-believer; and on Saturday 10, the presentation by Cardinal Secretary of 

State Pietro Parolin of a new book dedicated to the Holy Father and a dialogue on the first 

year of Pope Francis' pontificate. 

The Turin International Book Fair opened its doors for the first time in 2001, and each year it 

invites a different country to attend as a guest of honour. The participation of the Holy See 

this year, said Rolando Picchioni, “not only constitutes an out of the ordinary presence, but in 

a certain way has also shaped the spirit according to which the most important debates and 

events are structured. … Its most relevant contribution is the profoundly international and 

universal character of its constitutive and spiritual nature, and the marvellous variety of ways 

in which the message and teaching of the Church is translated into works of thought, 

reflection and literary and artistic creation”. 

According to Ernesto Ferrero, the Vatican participation offers “a substantial contribution to 

the reflection that the Book Fair has promoted for years, posing questions on the current 

meaning of concepts such as Time, History, Beauty, Creativity, the 'I', the 'Other', by means 

of mutations, impetuous but disordered, not managed or directed. But it is precisely this 

function of governance that we must ask of books”. 

THE POPE RECEIVES THE PRESIDENT OF MONTENEGRO  

Vatican City, 20 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Apostolic Palace the Holy Father 

Francis received in audience Filip Vujanovi?, president of the Republic of Montenegro, who 

subsequently went on to meet with Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, accompanied 

by Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with States. 

During the cordial discussions, satisfaction was expressed with regard to the good bilateral 

relations, further reinforced by the Basic Agreement which promotes collaboration between 

the Church and the State for the common good of society. Mention was then made of various 

themes of common interest, focusing on the principal regional questions and Montenegro’s 

progress towards integration in European and Euro-Atlantic institutions. 

POPE FRANCIS: WITHOUT WORK, HUMAN DIGNITY IS WOUNDED  
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Vatican City, 20 March 2014 (VIS) – Today Pope Francis again emphasised the primary 

importance of work and the need for creativity and solidarity to face the economic crisis, 

receiving in audience the employees and managers of the Italian “Acciaierie di Terni” 

steelworks, accompanied by the bishop of the diocese and a group of faithful, to 

commemorate the 130th anniversary of the company's foundation. 

“It is necessary to reaffirm that employment is necessary for society, for families and for 

individuals”, said the Pope. “Its primary value is the good of the human person, as it allows 

the individual to be fully realised as such, with his or her attitudes and intellectual, creative 

and manual capacities. Therefore, it follows that work has not only the economic objective of 

profit, but above all a purpose that regards man and his dignity. And if there is no work, this 

dignity is wounded! Indeed, the unemployed and underemployed risk being relegated to the 

margins of society, becoming victims of social exclusion”. 

“What can we say, when faced with the very serious problem of unemployment that affects 

various European countries?”, he asked. “It is the consequence of an economic system that is 

no longer able to create work, because it has placed at its centre the idol of money. Therefore, 

the various political, social and economic actors are called upon to promote a different 

approach, based on justice and solidarity, to ensure the possibility of dignified work for all. 

Work is an asset for all, and must be available to all. Phases of serious difficulties and 

unemployment must be faced with the tools of creativity and solidarity. The creativity of 

courageous businesspeople and craftspeople, who look to the future with trust and hope. And 

solidarity between all the elements of society, who all give something up, adopting a more 

sober lifestyle, to help those in need”. 

“This great challenge requires the involvement of the Christian community as a whole”, 

concluded the Pope. “The first challenge is to revive the roots of faith and of our adhesion to 

Jesus Christ. This is the inspiring principle in the choices of a Christian: faith. Faith moves 

mountains! Christian faith is able to enrich society through the concrete element of 

brotherhood it embodies. … Never cease to hope for a better future. Do not let yourselves be 

trapped in the vortex of pessimism! If everyone does his part, if we all put the human person 

and his dignity at the centre, and if we consolidate an attitude of solidarity and fraternal 

sharing, inspired by the Gospel, we can emerge from the swamp of this difficult and 

burdensome period of economic turmoil”. 

AGREEMENT TO DIGITISE 82,000 MANUSCRIPTS IN THE VATICAN 

APOSTOLIC LIBRARY  

Vatican City, 20 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Holy See Press Office a press 

conference was held to present the agreement signed by NTT Data and the Vatican Apostolic 

Library for the plan to digitally archive 82,000 manuscripts. The speakers were: Archbishop 

Jean-Louis Brugues, O.P., archivist and librarian of the Holy Roman Church, Msgr. Cesare 

Pasini, prefect of the Vatican Apostolic Library, and Toshio Iwamoto and Patrizio Mapelli, 

presidents and CEOs of the NTT Data Corporation and the NTT Data EMEA respectively. 

NTT Data is a technological services provider known throughout the world for its expertise in 

the field of IT and communications structures. 

“With this project, the Library consolidates one of its many relationships with institutions in 

various regions of the world, in the light of its overall policy, its aims and its objectives”, 

explained Archbishop Brugues. “It does so through is manuscripts, which are a sign of the 
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universality of culture: the manuscripts which will be digitally archived range from pre-

Columbian America to the Chinese and Japanese Far East, encompassing all the cultures and 

languages that have inspired European culture. The humanistic mission that characterises the 

Library opens it to all that is human, including mankind's various 'cultural peripheries'; and 

with this humanistic spirit it seeks to conserve and make available the immense treasure of 

humanity that has been entrusted to it. For this reason, the Library will digitise it and make it 

available on the web”. 

The project consists of an initial four-year phase during which three thousand manuscripts 

will be digitised, which may be extended into a second phase to include the 82,000 volumes – 

more than 40 million pages – of manuscripts preserved in the Library and dating from 

between the second and twentieth centuries. 

“All manuscipts digitised through this operation will be released on the Vatican Apostolic 

Library's website as high-definition data. As a result, numerous researchers in the fields of 

academia and in various fields of knowledge will be able to interpret the valuable 

manuscripts, to which access had long been restricted, in their original form”, declared the 

president of the NTT Data Corporation. 

CARDINAL ANTONELLI, POPE'S SPECIAL ENVOY FOR THE ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE RECONSTRUCTION OF MONTECASSINO  

Vatican City, 20 March 2014 (VIS) – A letter was published today, written in Latin and dated 

19 March, by which the Holy Father appoints Cardinal Ennio Antonelli, president emeritus of 

the Pontifical Council for the Family, as his special envoy to the celebration of the seventieth 

anniversary of the destruction and reconstruction of the Italian abbey of Montecassino, which 

will take place there tomorrow, 21 March. 

FRANCIS TO FATHERS: BE LIKE ST. JOSEPH, WALK ALONGSIDE YOUR 

CHILDREN  

Vatican City, 19 March 2014 (VIS) – “St. Joseph the educator” was the theme of the 

catechesis of today's general audience on the Solemnity of St. Joseph, Mary's spouse and 

patron of the Universal Church. The Holy Father recalled the great mission of the saint who 

was able to “protect the Holy Virgin and the Son Jesus”. “We look upon Joseph as the model 

of the educator, who protects and accompanies Jesus in his journey of growth in wisdom, age 

and grace, as the Gospel tells us. He was not Jesus' father – Jesus' father was God – but he 

was a father to Jesus in order to raise him. And how did he enable him to grow? In wisdom, 

age and grace. … He raised him, ensuring that he lacked nothing necessary for his healthy 

development”. 

He continued, “St. Joseph's mission is certainly unique and unrepeatable, as Jesus is 

absolutely unique. However, in protecting Jesus, in teaching him how to grow in age, wisdom 

and grace, he is a model for every educator, and in particular for every father”. Pope Francis 

gave his best wishes to all the fathers present and encouraged them always to be close to their 

children, “letting them grow, but always being nearby. They need you, your presence, your 

closeness, your love. Be, for them, like St. Joseph: protectors of their growth in age, wisdom 

and grace. Guardians of their path, and educators: walk alongside them. And with this 

closeness, you will be true educators”. 
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Before concluding, the Pope mentioned all those who have lost their fathers, and asked those 

present to pray the “Our Father” for all fathers, living and departed. 

TO THE BISHOPS OF GUINEA: DISCORD BETWEEN CHRISTIANS IS THE 

GREATEST OBSTACLE TO EVANGELISATION  

Vatican City, 24 March 2014 (VIS) – Gratitude for the great work of evangelisation that is 

taking place in Guinea, despite a lack of material resources, and invitations to unity, 

reconciliation and dialogue with members of other religions were the key points of the Pope's 

address to the bishops of the Episcopal Conference of Guinea, whom he received in audience 

this morning, at the end of their “ad limina” visit. 

“Christ's disciples form a living body that manifests the joy of the Gospel by the enthusiasm 

of faith, although the conditions under which the Good News is proclaimed are often 

difficult”, the Pope writes. “From a purely human point of view the means of evangelisation 

may seem ridiculous. Far from being discouraged, you must remember that this is the work of 

Jesus Himself, beyond all that we are able to discover and understand. However, for the 

Gospel to profoundly touch and convert hearts, we must remember that only if we are united 

in love can we give witness to the truth of the Gospel. … Discord between Christians is the 

greatest obstacle to evangelisation. It favours the development of groups that exploit poverty 

and credulity to propose easy but illusory problems to the problems faced by the people. In a 

world afflicted by many ethnic, political and religious conflicts, communities must be 

'authentically fraternal and reconciled' for their witness to be 'luminous and attractive'. God 

will give us the grace, if we know how to receive it, to render unity greater than conflict”. 

Pope Francis goes on to remark that, for the proclamation of the Gospel to be fruitful, all 

existence must be coherent with what is proclaimed. He thanks the bishops for having 

instituted centres for the formation of laypersons and catechists for this purpose, and he urged 

them to support families in which Christian marriage must be lived without ambiguity, given 

that polygamy is very widespread within the country. He also suggests that they encourage 

the young to “bear witness to their faith, by committing themselves within society, thereby 

demonstrating their attachment to their country. In collaboration with the different actors in 

social life, they must always be artisans of peace and reconciliation in the fight against the 

extreme poverty that Guinea faces. In this respect, despite difficulties, I encourage you to 

deepen your relationships with your Muslim compatriots, mutually learning to accept 

different ways of being, thinking and expressing oneself”. 

The Pope turns his attention also to the religious who in Guinea “express the love of Christ in 

works of aid for the population, both in healthcare and in education and instruction … 

accomplishing a true act of evangelisation, and giving authentic testimony of God's 

tenderness towards all mankind, especially the poorest and weakest; a witness that touches 

hearts and firmly entrenches faith”. Despite a lack of resources, Francis urges the prelates 

always to support them, “both spiritually and materially so that they may courageously 

persevere in their work of evangelisation and social promotion”. 

The final paragraphs of the Pope's address are dedicated to priests, who are however still few 

in number in Guinea. The Holy Father congratulates them for the recent opening of the 

“Benedict XVI” major seminary which offers hope for the future and emphasises that the 

example of priests who live their vocation with joy is essential for ensuring that the new 

priests “learn to live truly the requirements of ecclesiastical celibacy, and the proper 
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relationship with material goods, rejecting worldliness and careerism – for the priesthood is 

not a means of social mobility – as well as a real engagement with the poorest”. 

THE PASSION OF CHRIST, THE BEST SCHOOL FOR HEALTH CARE 

WORKERS  

Vatican City, 24 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Vatican Pope Francis received the 

participants in the plenary session of the Pontifical Council for Health Care Workers, whose 

president is Archbishop Zygmunt Zimowski. “It is true that in suffering no-one is ever 

alone”, he said, “as God in his merciful love for mankind and for the world also embraces the 

most inhuman situations, in which the image of the Creator present in every person appears to 

be obscured or disfigured. Thus was Jesus, in his Passion. … And here, in the Passion of 

Jesus, there is the greatest school for whoever wishes to dedicate him to the service of his 

sick and suffering brethren”. 

Pope Francis recalled, on the Feast of the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord, which 

will be celebrated tomorrow, how Mary welcomes life on behalf of us all. “Mary offers her 

very existence, she made herself entirely available for God's will, becoming the locus of his 

presence, the place in which the Son of God resides”. 

He continued, “The experience of fraternal sharing with those who suffer opens us to the true 

beauty of human life, which includes its fragility. In the protection and promotion of life, in 

whatever state and condition it may be found, we can recognise the dignity and the value of 

each single human being, from conception to natural death”. The Pope concluded by 

encouraging those present always to keep in mind “the flesh of Christ in the poor, in those 

who suffer, in children, including those who are unwanted, in people with physical or mental 

handicaps, and in the elderly”. 

THE POPE RECEIVES IN AUDIENCE A DELEGATION FROM THE APOSTOLIKI 

DIAKONIA  

Vatican City, 24 March 2014 (VIS) – The Orthodox Bishop Agathanghelos, director general 

of the Apostoliki Diakonia of the Greek Church, accompanied by a group of collaborators, 

was received in audience by Pope Francis this morning. The Apostoliki Diakonia is the body 

in charge of the promotion of pastoral, cultural and editorial activities in Greece on behalf of 

the Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church. 

As a result of the improved relations with the Greek Orthodox Church, following John Paul 

II's visit to Athens in 2001, it has been possible to carry out various collaborative projects of 

a cultural nature involving the Holy See and the Apostoliki Diakonia of the Church of 

Greece. 

During their stay in Rome, from 21 to 26 March, the Greek delegation will visit the Basilicas 

of St. Peter and St. Paul Outside-the-Walls to venerate the tombs of the apostles Peter and 

Paul. They will also meet with Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council 

for promoting Christian Unity, Archbishop Jean-Louis Brugues, archivist and librarian of the 

Holy Roman Church, and the directors of the Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Visits are also 

scheduled to the Catacombs of St. Callisto, the Abbey of the Three Fountains, and the 

Sant'Egidio Community. 
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ANGELUS: JESUS, GIVE ME THE WATER TO QUENCH MY THIRST  

Vatican City, 23 March 2014 (VIS) – On the third Sunday of Lent, the Holy Father appeared 

at the window of his study in the Vatican Apostolic Palace to pray the Angelus with the 

faithful and pilgrims present. Before the Marian prayer, the Pontiff commented on the Gospel 

passage in which the Samaritan woman goes to collect water from the well and encounters in 

Jesus the water of mercy; she finds what she had sought, and returned to the judged and 

rejected to announce to them that she had encountered the one who had changed her life. “We 

too have many questions to pose, but we do not find the courage to put them to Jesus! Lent is 

the ideal time to look within ourselves, to let our truest spiritual needs emerge, and to ask the 

help of the Lord in prayer. The example of the Samaritan woman invites us to express 

ourselves thus: 'Jesus, give me the water so I may thirst no more'”. 

“The result of this encounter at the well was that the woman was transformed. … For every 

encounter with Jesus changes our lives, always. It is a step ahead, a step closer to God. And 

so every encounter with Jesus changes our lives, always. … In this Gospel reading we also 

find the impetus to 'leave our amphora', our water jar, the symbol of all that is seemingly 

important, but which loses its value before 'God's love'. We all have one, or more than one! 

… What is your inner amphora, what weighs upon you, what distances you from God?” he 

asked the faithful. “Let us set it aside a little and hear in our hearts Christ's voice, offering us 

a different water, a water that brings us closer to the Lord”. 

The Pope continued, “We are called to rediscover the importance and the meaning of our 

Christian life, beginning with our Baptism and, like the Samaritan woman, to bear witness to 

our brethren of the joy of the encounter with Jesus; bear witness to the joy of this encounter. 

Each encounter with Jesus changes our life, and each encounter with Jesus also fills us with 

joy, that joy that comes from within. Let us tell how many marvellous things the Lord is able 

to do within our hearts, once we find the courage to let go of our amphora”. 

24 HOURS OF FORGIVENESS  

Vatican City, 23 March 2014 (VIS) – Following today's Angelus prayer, the Holy Father 

Francis mentioned that Monday 24 is World Tuberculosis Day, and he asked for prayers for 

all those who suffer from this disease. The Pope also encouraged all those present to celebrate 

“24 hours for the Lord”, a prayer initiative which will be held on Friday 28 and Saturday 29 

March. It will be a moment of penance that will begin with a celebration in St. Peter's 

Basilica on Friday afternoon, and various churches in the centre of Rome will stay open 

during the night for prayer and confession. “It will be a festival of forgiveness”, he said, “that 

will also take place in many dioceses and parishes throughout the world”. 

TELEGRAM FOR THE DEATH OF THE SYRIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCH OF 

ANTIOCH  

Vatican City, 24 March 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father has sent a telegram of condolences for 

the death of His Holiness Mar Ignatius Zakka Iwas, Syrian Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch 

and all the East on 21 March, at the age of 80. “The whole Christian world has lost one of its 

outstanding spiritual leaders, courageous and wise in leading people through very difficult 

times”, he writes. “Following his election as patriarch in 1980, His Holiness was an engaged 

witness of the successive violent conflicts that have brought untold death and suffering to the 
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Middle East, especially Iraq and most recently Syria. His Holiness was a man of dialogue and 

peace with regard to the followers of all religious traditions”. 

Pope Francis also mentions in the telegram the Patriarch's role as an observer at the Vatican 

Council II and gives thanks for his “extraordinary contribution to strengthening communion 

between Syrian Orthodox Christians and the Catholic faithful”. 

POPE FRANCIS RECEIVES IN AUDIENCE THE PRESIDENT OF NIGERIA  

Vatican City, 22 March 2014 (VIS) – Today, in the Vatican Apostolic Palace, Pope Francis 

received in audience Goodluck Ebele Azikiwe Jonathan, president of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria, who subsequently met with Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, and 

Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with States. 

In the course of the talks, emphasis was laid on the cordial relations between the Holy See 

and Nigeria, and appreciation was expressed for the positive contribution offered by the 

Church to the welfare of the entire country, especially in the areas of education and health 

care, as well as in promoting dialogue between the various components of society. Particular 

attention was given in the meeting to the protection of the dignity of the human person and 

his or her fundamental rights, beginning with religious freedom. In this context the joint 

condemnation of every form of violence was renewed and hope was expressed for a rapid 

return to peaceful coexistence in the whole Country. 

Finally, an exchange of views took place regarding several issues of regional interest, with 

particular reference to the situations of crisis and conflict in central and sub-Saharan Africa. 

DISINFORMATION, SLANDER AND DEFAMATION: SINS OF THE MEDIA  

Vatican City, 22 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Sala Clementina of the Vatican 

Apostolic Palace the Holy Father received in audience the members of the “Corallo” 

Association, a network of local Catholic-inspired broadcasters from all regions of Italy. The 

Pope gave an off-the-cuff address to those present, in which he defined the virtues, mission 

and sins of the communication media. 

“Your work should be carried out along these three routes: the path of truth, the path of 

goodness, and the path of beauty. But truth, goodness and beauty are consistent – they come 

from within, they are human. And, on the path of truth, along these three routes, we can find 

mistakes and even traps. 'I think, I look for the truth …': be careful not to become an 

intellectual without intelligence. 'I go in search of goodness': be careful not to be an ethicist 

without goodness. 'I like beauty': yes, but be careful not to do what is frequently done: do not 

look for cosmetics to create an artificial beauty that does not exist”. 

The Pope went on to refer to the “harmonious unity” of the work of broadcasters, 

commenting that, although there are large and small media entities, “in the Church there is 

neither large nor small: everyone has his or her function and help for others, the hand cannot 

exist without the head, and so on. We are all members, and also your media, whether they be 

large or small, are members, harmonised in their vocation of service to the Church. No-one 

should consider themselves to be too small in relation to another that is too large. Everyone is 

important in this harmony, for the Church is harmony in diversity. … It is important to seek 

unity, and not to subscribe to the logic that the large fish swallows the smaller fish”. 
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Pope Francis then went on to speak about clericalism, which he defined as “one of the ills of 

the Church. But it is a sin of complicity, as priests are subject to the temptation to clericalise 

the laity, while many laypersons ask on their knees to be clericalised, because it is 

convenient. … So this is a sin committed by two hands. We must resist this temptation. The 

layperson must be a layperson, baptised and with the strength that comes from baptism. A 

servant, but with a lay vocation, and this cannot be sold, bargained for, and one is not 

complicit with the other, because it is a question of identity. … Is the deacon or the priest 

more important than the layperson? No! … The function of the layperson cannot be exercised 

by the priest, and the Holy Spirit is free: sometimes it inspires a priest to do something, and at 

other times it inspires a layperson. This is something that is discussed in the pastoral Council, 

which is very important. A parish that does not have a pastoral Council and a Council for 

economic affairs is not a good parish: it lacks life”. 

Finally, the Holy Father commented that the media embody many virtues, but also many sins. 

With regard to the latter, the three most significant are those which “take the road of lies: … 

disinformation, slander and defamation. The last two are serious, but not as dangerous as the 

first. Slander is a mortal sin, but it is possible to clarify the situation and become aware that it 

is slander. Defamation is a mortal sin, but it is possible to say: this is an injustice, because 

this person did something at that time but has now repented and changed their life. But 

disinformation means telling half-truths, the part that is most convenient to me, and not 

saying the other half. Therefore, those who watch the television or listen to the radio are not 

able to arrive at a perfect judgement, because they do not have all the elements necessary to 

do so, and the media do not give them. Please, shun these three sins”. 

INSTITUTION OF THE PONTIFICAL COMMISSION FOR THE PROTECTION OF 

MINORS  

Vatican City, 22 March 2014 (VIS) – The Holy Father has instituted the Pontifical 

Commission for the Protection of Minors, as announced on 5 December 2013, and has invited 

the following people to be members: Catherine Bonnet, France; Marie Collins, Ireland; Sheila 

Hollins, United Kingdom; Cardinal Sean Patrick O'Malley O.F.M. Cap., United States; 

Claudio Papale, Italy; Hanna Suchocka, Poland; Humberto Miguel Yanez S.J., Argentina; 

and Hans Zollner, S.J., Germany. 

Their principal task will be to prepare the Commission's statutes, which will define its 

competence and functions. The Commission will subsequently be joined by other members, 

nominated from various geographical areas of the world. 

Marie Collins, who suffered sexual abuse as a child and brought the priest responsible to 

justice in 1997, is the co-founder of the Marie Collins Foundation, an NGO providing help 

and legal assistance to victims of abuse and their families. Sheila Hollins is emeritus 

professor of Psychiatry and former president of the British Medical Assocation. Cardinal 

Sean Patrick O'Malley O.F.M. Cap. is archbishop of Boston, U.S.A., and is well-known for 

his efforts for the protection of childhood and is a member of the Apostolic Visitation of 

dioceses and seminaries in Ireland in 2010. Claudio Papale is a lawyer and professor in the 

faculty of canon law at the Pontifical Urbaniana University, Rome. Hanna Suchocka, former 

prime minister of Poland (1992-1993), is a professor at the University of Poznan, specialising 

in constitutional law, and the author of various texts on human rights. The Jesuit Fr. Manuel 

Yanez is professor of moral theology at the Pontifical Gregorian and Urbaniana Universities. 

Fr. Hans Zollner,S.J., psychotherapist and psychologist, is the academic vice-rector of the 
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Pontifical Gregorian University, director of the Institute of Psychology, and chair of the 

Steering Committee of the Institute's “Centre for Child Protection”. 

The director of the Holy See Press Office, Fr. Federico Lombardi S.J., commented that by the 

institution of this Commission, Pope Francis has made it clear that the Church considers the 

protection of minors as a priority issue. “In the certainty that the Church must play a crucial 

role in this field, and looking to the future without forgetting the past, the Commission will 

adopt a multiple approach to promoting the protection of minors, which will include 

education for the prevention of the exploitation of children, legal procedures relating to 

offences against minors, civil and canonical duties and responsibilities, and the development 

of 'best practices' as defined and developed in society as a whole”. 

THE POPE APPOINTS THE PRELATE SECRETARY OF THE COUNCIL FOR 

THE ECONOMY  

Vatican City, 22 March 2014 (VIS) – The Holy See Press Office today announced that, 

following the motu proprio: Fidelis dispensator et prudens, which established the Secretariat 

for the Economy presided over by Cardinal George Pell, and following the institution of the 

Council for the Economy and the appointment of Cardinal Reinhard Marx as Cardinal 

coordinator of this organ, the Holy Father has nominated Msgr. Brian Ferme as Prelate 

Secretary of the Council for the Economy. 

The Prelate Secretary has the task of assisting the Cardinal Coordinator in the fulfilment of 

the functions of the Council for the Economy, whose competences are associated with the 

guidance and supervision of the administrative and financial activities of the economic 

entities of the Holy See. 

Msgr. Brian Ferme was born in 1955, and is a priest in the diocese of Portsmouth, England. 

He completed his philosophical, theological and canonical studies in Melbourne, Oxford and 

Rome. He is the author of numerous scientific publications and articles. He has served as 

professor of canon law at the Gregorian Pontifical University and subsequently at the 

Pontifical Lateran University, where he became dean of the faculty of canon law in 2000. In 

2003, in Washington, he became dean of the faculty of canon law at the Catholic University 

of America, after which he transferred to Venice as head of the St. Pius X faculty of canon 

law. He collaborates with various dicasteries of the Roman Curia; in particular, he is a 

consultor of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith and the Pontifical Council for 

Legislative Texts. 

CARDINAL RYLKO, POPE'S SPECIAL ENVOY TO KRAKOW  

Vatican City, 22 March 2014 (VIS) – A letter was published today, written in Latin and dated 

26 February, in which the Holy Father appoints Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko, president of the 

Pontifical Council for the Laity, as his special envoy to the celebration commemorating the 

650th anniversary of the consecration of the Cathedral of Krakow, Poland, which will take 

place on 28 March. 

The Cardinal will be accompanied by a mission composed of Msgr. Jacek Urban, canon of 

the metropolitan Chapter, and Msgr. Jan Machniak, canon of the Chapter of the Collegiate 

Church of St. Florian. 
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THE POPE TO THE MAFIA: REPENT, YOU CANNOT TAKE YOUR 

BLOODSTAINED MONEY AND POWER TO THE NEXT LIFE  

Vatican City, 22 March 2014 (VIS) – Yesterday Pope Francis visited the Roman Church of 

San Gregorio VII, where he met with more than 700 families of the victims of the mafia, 

representing approximately 15,000 persons who have lost loved ones as a result of mafia 

violence. Since 1996 the first day of spring, 21 March, has been dedicated to the memory of 

the victims of mafia groups and every year the “Libera” association organises a 

demonstration in a different town. This year it took place in Latina, where today the 19th Day 

of Memory and Commitment is to be held on the theme “Roots of memory, fruit of 

commitment”. 

The prayer vigil in the Church of San Gregorio began with an address by the priest Don Luigi 

Ciotti, founder of “Libera”, after which the names of the 900 victims of the mafia were read 

aloud. Following the reading of the Gospel and the Beatitudes, the Pope addressed the 

following words to those present: 

“I wish to share with you a hope, and it is this: that the sense of responsibility might 

gradually prevail over corruption, in every part of the world. … And this must begin from 

within, from consciences, and from there it is necessary to heal, to restore to health forms of 

behaviour, relations, choices, the social fabric, so that justice gains space, spreads, takes root, 

and supplants iniquity. 

“I know that you feel this hope strongly, and I want to share it with you, to tell you that I will 

be close to you also tonight and tomorrow, in Latina – even if I cannot be there in person, I 

will be with you on this journey, which requires tenacity and perseverance. 

“In particular, I wish to express my solidarity with those who have lost a loved one, as a 

victim of mafia violence. Thank you for your witness, because you are not closed, you are 

open, you have come forward to tell your story of pain and hope. This is so important, 

especially for the young. I would like to pray with you, and I do so from the heart, for all 

victims of the mafia. Even just a few days ago, near Taranto, a crime was committed in which 

even a child was not spared. But at the same time let us pray together, to ask for the strength 

to go on, not to be discouraged, but instead to continue to fight against corruption. 

Pope Francis continued, speaking off the cuff, “I feel that I cannot finish without saying a 

word to those who are absent today, to the absent protagonists: to the men and women of the 

mafia. Please, change your lives, convert, stop what you are doing, stop doing harm. And we 

pray for you. Convert, I ask you this on my knees; it is for your own good. This life you are 

living now will not bring you pleasure, it will not bring you joy, it will not bring you 

happiness. Power, the money you have now from your many dirty dealings, from your many 

mafia crimes, is blood money, it is power that is stained with blood, and you will not be able 

to take it with you to the next life. Repent, there is still time, so as not to end up in hell. This 

is what awaits you if you continue on this path. You have a father and a mother: think of 

them. Cry a little, and repent”. 

PRESENTATION OF THE NEXT WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES  

Vatican City, 25 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Holy See Press Office Archbishop 

Vincenzo Paglia, president of the Pontifical Council for the Family and Archbishop Charles 
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Joseph Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. of Philadelphia, U.S.A., presented the eighth World Meeting of 

Families, which will take place from 22 to 27 September 2015 in Philadelphia, U.S.A. 

The president of the Pontifical Council for the Family explained that the meeting will occur 

at very important moment in the life of the Church, as Pope Francis has focused attention on 

the theme of the family, to which he dedicated this February's Consistory, and which will be 

the theme of the next Synod in October. Other examples are last year's Family Pilgrimage of 

the Year of Faith on 26 and 27 October 2013, the 11th plenary assembly of the Pontifical 

Council for the Family, the Holy Father's encounter with engaged couples on 14 February 

2014, and the Pope's Letter to Families, a series of events and initiatives that coincide with 

the United Nations' convocation of the Year of the Family.  

“The Philadelphia meeting aims first to gather the Churches of the America, and it is 

encouraging participation by all the diverse cultures, from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego, that 

people this vast continent”, continued the prelate. “There is no doubt that the presence on the 

Chair of Peter of the first Latin American Pope makes the event even more meaningful. … 

The starting point and the guide for this journey are given to us by Pope Francis: 'the beauty 

of the family and of marriage, the grandeur of a reality both simple and profound, a 

combination of joy, hope, burdens and suffering, just like the rest of life. We will seek to 

deepen our understanding of the theology of the family and of the pastoral care that we must 

exercise in today's world. … Our task is to show the world God's shining plan for families, to 

help married couples live out that plan with joy, and to be there for them with a shepherd's 

care that is wise, brave and full of love”. 

“This is what we will do as we look towards the meeting in Philadelphia: we will be there for 

all the families of the world with a shepherd's care that is 'wise, brave and full of love'. 

Wisdom in understanding what families face today, bravery in taking on today's many and 

complex problems, and love in helping to resolve those problems in the light of the Gospel of 

the family and of life. We will deal with many issues in our wise, brave and loving work 

together: theology of the family, married spirituality and holiness, ecclesiology and pastoral 

care for families, the family in contemporary culture, immigration and the family, and the 

family and ecumenism. These are some of the routes and areas of common work that we will 

pursue with wisdom, bravery and love”. 

“We would also hope that the meeting in Philadelphia sees a broad and active presence from 

the other Christian Churches and communities, as well as from representatives of the world's 

other great religions, together with other men and women who, though not religious, are 

committed to bringing peace and goodwill to our world. May our coming together for the 

family encourage all peoples to remember that we are one family of humankind and that it is 

together as a family that we must walk the path to true happiness”, he concluded. 

ARCHBISHOP BREGANTINI, AUTHOR OF THE TEXTS OF THE VIA CRUCIS  

Vatican City, 25 March 2014 (VIS) – According to a communique issued by the Holy See 

Press Office, the Holy Father has invited Archbishop Giancarlo Maria Bregantini C.S.S., of 

Campobasso-Boiano, Italy, to prepare the texts of the meditations for the stations of the Via 

Crucis on Good Friday at the Colosseum. They will follow the traditional pattern of the 

fourteen stations. 

FRANCIS TO THE FAITHFUL: HELP YOUR PASTORS NOT TO BE MEDIOCRE  
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Vatican City, 26 March 2014 (VIS) – “The Sacraments of the Holy Orders and Matrimony, 

two specific vocations and two great paths to the Lord” were the theme of the Holy Father's 

catechesis during today's general audience in St. Peter's Square. “The ministers who are 

chosen and consecrated for this service prolong Jesus' presence over time, and they do so 

with the power of the Holy Spirit in the name of God, and with love”. 

“Those who are ordained are placed at the head of the community. Yes, they are at the 'head', 

but for Jesus this means placing their authority at the service of the community. … 'whoever 

wants to become great among you must be your servant and whoever wants to be first must 

be your slave'. … A bishop who does not serve his community does not do good; a priest or a 

curate who does not place himself at the service of his community does not do good, he is 

mistaken”. 

Pope Francis emphasised that “impassioned love for the Church” is a characteristic that 

always derives from this sacramental union with Christ. “The bishop, the priest, love the 

Church in their own community, they love the Church greatly. How? How Christ loves His 

Church. … The spouse loves his wife as Christ loves His Church. ... The priesthood and 

matrimony are two Sacraments that represent the path by which people habitually reach the 

Lord”. 

Finally, the Pope cited the words of St. Paul to Timothy when he advised him not to neglect, 

but rather always to revive the gift given to him. “When the ministry is not nurtured by 

prayer, by listening to the Word of God, with the daily celebration of the Eucharist, and also 

with regular confession, the authentic sense of one's own service is inevitably lost from view, 

along with the joy that comes from profound communion with Jesus. … The priest who does 

not do these things loses, over time, his union with Jesus and becomes mediocre, which is not 

good for the Church. Therefore, we must help bishops and priests to pray, to listen to the 

Word of God that is our daily bread, to celebrate the Eucharist every day and to confess 

regularly”. 

“Access to the priesthood cannot be sold. This is an initiative the Lord takes. The Lord calls”, 

he added, and concluded by encouraging the young who hear this call to “cherish this 

invitation and pray so that it might grow and bear fruit in all the Church”. 

TELEGRAM FROM THE POPE FOR THE DEATH OF ADOLFO SUAREZ  

Vatican City, 26 March 2014 (VIS) – We publish below the full text of the telegram sent by 

Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, on behalf of the Holy Father, to Bishop Jesus 

Garcia Burillo of Avila, Spain, on the occasion of the funeral of Adolfo Suarez, prime 

minister of Spain from 1976 to 1981, who died on 23 March at the age of 81. The funeral was 

held in the Cathedral of Avila. 

“Profoundly saddened by the news of the death of Mr. Adolfo Suarez Gonzalez, ex-president 

of the government of Spain, His Holiness conveys his most heartfelt condolences, and raises 

prayers to the Lord for the eternal repose of this distinguished figure in recent Spanish 

history. He imparts to the family and loved ones of the departed the comfort of his apostolic 

blessing, as a sign of Christian hope in the Risen Lord”. 

COMMUNIQUE ON THE DIOCESE OF LIMBURG, GERMANY  
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Vatican City, 26 March 2014 (VIS) – The Holy See Press Office today issued the following 

communique: 

“With reference to the administration of the diocese of Limburg in Germany, the 

Congregation for Bishops has carefully studied the report of the Commission instituted by the 

bishop and by the Cathedral Chapter to undertake further investigations in relation to the 

responsibility for the construction of the 'St. Nikolaus' diocesan centre. 

Awaiting the diocese of Limburg to ascertain a situation that impedes the fruitful exercise of 

his ministry on the part of Msgr. Franz-Peter Tebartz-van Elst, the Holy See has accepted the 

resignation presented by the prelate on 20 October 2013 and has appointed Msgr. Manfred 

Grothe as apostolic administrator “sede vacante”.  

The former Bishop Tebartz-van Elst will in due course be assigned a different role. 

The Holy Father entreatas the clergy and faithful of Limburg to accept the decisions of the 

Holy See with docility and willingness to rediscover a climate of charity and reconciliation”. 

THE POPE ENTRUSTS TO MARY ALL THE CITIZENS OF LEBANON  

Vatican City, 26 March 2014 (VIS) – Yesterday afternoon Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro 

Parolin sent a message, on behalf of the Holy Father Francis, to the participants in the eighth 

Islamic-Christian Prayer Meeting, “Together around Mary, Our Lady”. The meeting, which 

took place in Beirut, Lebanon, to celebrate the Solemnity of the Annunciation, was organised 

by the St. Joseph University Alumni Assocation and the College of Our Lady of Jamhour. 

The Holy Father shows his joy at seeing “Christians and Muslims united in their devotion to 

the Virgin Mary”, and comments that “the shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon in Harissa is a 

blessed place where everyone can go to invoke her”. He also encourages Christians and 

Muslims to “work together for peace and for the common good, thus contributing to the full 

development of the person and the edification of society”, and entrusts the participants in the 

meeting “and all the inhabitants of Lebanon to the maternal intercession of the Virgin Mary, 

Queen of Peace and Protectress of Lebanon”. 

THE VIRGIN MARY IN ISLAMIC-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE  

Vatican City, 26 March 2014 (VIS) – “The Virgin Mary and Islamic-Christian dialogue” was 

the theme of the address given by Fr. Miguel Angel Ayuso, secretary of the Pontifical 

Council for Interreligious Dialogue, during the eighth meeting of the Islamic-Christian Prayer 

Meeting which took place yesterday in Beirut, Lebanon, on 25 March, Solemnity of the 

Annunciation, which is celebrated by both Christians and Muslims. It is an important 

occasion and was declared a national holiday by the Lebanese government in 2010. In his 

address, which focused both on the figure of Mary and on the mission of the Pontifical 

Council for Interreligious Dialogue, Fr. Ayuso emphasised that the feast of 25 March was “a 

true example of the co-existence between Muslims and Christians that characterises Lebanese 

history, in the midst of so many difficulties, and which also constitutes an important example 

for many other nations”. 

“Since Vatican Council II, the Catholic Church recognises that Muslims honour the Virgin 

mother of Jesus, Mary, and invoke her with piety. … Mary is mentioned various times in the 
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Koran. Respect for her is so evident that when she is mentioned in Islam, it is usual to add 

'Alayha l-salam' ('Peace be upon her'). Christians also willingly join in this invocation. I must 

also mention those shrines dedicated to Mary which welcome both Muslims and Christians. 

In particular, here in Lebanon, how can we forget the shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon in 

Harissa?” 

“Devotion creates sentiments of friendship: it is a phenomenon open to everyone. The 

cultural experiences that our communities can share encourage collaboration, solidarity and 

mutual recognition as sons and daughters of a single God, members of the same human 

family. Therefore, the Church addresses the followers of Islam with esteem. During the last 

fifty years, a dialogue of friendship and mutual respect has been constructed”. 

With reference to the dialogue between Muslims and Christians, he went on to explain that 

the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue “seeks to establish regular relationships 

with Muslim institutions and organisations, with the aim of promoting mutual understanding 

and trust, friendship and, where possible, collaboration. In fact, there exist agreements with 

various Muslim institutions enabling the possibility of holding periodical meetings, in 

accordance with the programmes and procedures approved by both parties. With regard to the 

methods of interreligious dialogue and, therefore, the dialogue between Christians and 

Muslims, we must recall that dialogue is a two-way form of communication. … It is based on 

witness of one's own faith and, at the same time, openness to the religion of the other. It is not 

a betrayal of the mission of the Church, and much less a new method of conversion to 

Christianity. The document 'Dialogue and Proclamation', published jointly by the 

Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples and the Council for Interreligious Dialogue in 

1991, identifies four different forms of interreligious dialogue: the dialogue of life, the 

dialogue of works, the dialogue of theological exchange and the dialogue of religious 

experience. These four forms demonstrate that it is not an experience confined to specialists”. 

Fr. Ayuso concluded by analysing the role of Mary, in the light of the motto of the national 

holiday in Lebanon, “Together around Mary, Our Lady”. “In the Apostolic Exhortation 

'Marialis Cultus', promulgated in 1974 by Pope Paul VI, Mary is presented as 'the Virgin who 

listens', 'the Virgin who prays', 'the Virgin in dialogue with God'. … But there is also the 

image of a model of dialogue of seeking when, addressing the Archangel Gabriel, she asks, 

'How is it possible?'. Mary, a model for Muslims and Christians, is also a model of dialogue, 

teaching us to believe, not to close ourselves up in certainties, but rather to remain open and 

available to others”. 

THE POPE RECEIVES PRESIDENT OBAMA: RESPECT FOR HUMANITARIAN AND 

INTERNATIONAL LAW IN AREAS OF CONFLICT  

Vatican City, 27 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning Barack H. Obama, president of the 

United States of America, was received in audience by Pope Francis, after which he met with 

Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin and Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary 

for Relations with States. 

During the cordial meeting, views were exchanged on some current international themes and 

hope was expressed that, in areas of conflict, there would be respect for humanitarian and 

international law and a negotiated solution between the parties involved. 
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In the context of bilateral relations and cooperation between Church and State, the Parties 

discussed questions of particular relevance for the Church, such as the exercise of the rights 

to religious freedom, life and conscientious objection, as well as the issue of immigration 

reform. Finally, the Parties stated their common commitment to the eradication of human 

trafficking throughout the world. 

FRANCIS: IT IS HARD FOR THE CORRUPT TO TURN BACK  

Vatican City, 27 March 2014 (VIS) – The dialogue between God's lament and man's 

justifications was the theme selected by the Holy Father in the homily he pronounced at this 

morning's Mass in St. Peter's Basilica, attended by Italian ministers and members of 

parliament. Pope Francis spoke about the infidelity of the People of God, a generation that 

does not accept His messages, and in their place, seek justifications for their sins. “It was a 

very great task to drive idolatry from the hearts of his people, to make them docile to His 

Word. But they followed this route for a little while, before turning back”. 

“From being sinners, they went on to become corrupt”, he continued. “It is very hard for a 

corrupt person to turn back. The sinner, yes, because the Lord is merciful and awaits us all. 

But the corrupt are fixed on their affairs, and these people were corrupt. They therefore 

sought to justify themselves, because Jesus, with his simplicity, but with his strength in God, 

made trouble for them. And, step by step, they ended up convincing themselves that they had 

to kill Jesus, and one of them said, 'It is better for a man to die for the people'”.  

“These people had taken the wrong path. They resisted the salvation of the Lord's love, and 

drifted from faith, from a theology of faith to a theology of duty: 'You must do this, this and 

this …'”. Describing them as hypocrites, Jesus said, “'They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads 

and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger 

to move them'. They rejected the Lord's love and this rejection set them on a path that was not 

the dialectic of freedom offered by the Lord, but that of the logic of necessity, where there is 

no room for the Lord. … They have become 'behavioural': men of good manners, but with 

bad habits. Jesus called them 'whitewashed sepulchres'. This is the Lord's pain, God's pain, 

God's lament”. 

Pope Francis mentioned that during Lent “we would do well to think about the invitation 

from the Lord to love, and to ask ourselves, all of us: am I on this path? Or do I risk justifying 

myself and taking another path? A road with many junctions that does not, however, lead to 

any promise. … And we pray that the Lord gives us the grace to always follow the path of 

salvation, to open ourselves to the salvation that comes only from God, through faith, not that 

which is proposed to us by these 'professionals of duty' who had lost the faith and who led 

their people with this pastoral theology of duty”. 

PROGRAMME FOR THE POPE'S PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND  

Vatican City, 27 March 2014 (VIS) – Today the programme of the Holy Father's pilgrimage 

to the Holy Land was published. The trip, which will take place from 24 to 26 May, will 

commemorate the 50th anniversary of the meeting between Pope Paul VI and the Patriarch 

Athenagoras in Jerusalem. 

The Pope will depart from Rome's Fiumicino airport at 8.15 a.m. and is schedule to arrive in 

Amman, Jordan at 1.15 p.m. Following the welcome ceremony at Queen Alia International 
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Airport, he will proceed to the al-Husseini Royal Palace in Amman, where he will be 

received by King Abdullah II and Queen Rania, and will speak before the authorities of the 

kingdom of Jordan. At 4.00 p.m. Mass will be celebrated at the International Stadium in 

Amman, and later in the same afternoon he will meet with refugees and young disabled 

people in the Latin Church. 

On Sunday, 25 May, the Pope will leave Jordan by helicopter at 8.15 a.m., destined for 

Bethlehem. In the presidential palace, after a courtesy visit to the president of the State of 

Palestine, Mahmoud Abbas, he will address the Palestinian authorities. At 11 a.m. he will 

celebrate Mass and pray the Angelus in Manger Square in Bethlehem. The Holy Father will 

lunch with a number of Palestinian families in the Franciscan convent of Casa Nova and at 3 

p.m. he will make a private visit to the Grotto of the Nativity. He will then greet the children 

in the refugee camps of Deheisheh, Aida and Beit Jibrin and, at 3.45 p.m., will leave the State 

of Palestine to travel by helicopter to the Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv, Israel, 

where his arrival is scheduled for 4.30 p.m. Following the welcome ceremony he will 

proceed, again by helicopter, to Jerusalem, where at 6.15 p.m. he will meet privately with the 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople at the apostolic delegation in 

Jerusalem, for the signing of a joint declaration. At 7 p.m. in the Basilica of the Holy 

Sepulchre an ecumenical meeting will take place, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 

the meeting in Jerusalem between Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras, after which Pope 

Francis will dine with the patriarchs, bishops and the papal suite at the Latin Patriarchate in 

Jerusalem.  

On Monday, 26 May at 8.15 a.m. the Holy Father will visit the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem in 

the building of the Great Council on the Esplanade of the Mosques, and will give an address. 

He will subsequently visit the Western Wall, after which he will lay a wreath at Mount Herzl. 

At 10 a.m. he will visit the Yad Vashem Memorial in Jerusalem, where he will speak, and at 

10.45., he will make a courtesy visit to the two Chief Rabbis at the Heichal Shlomo Centre, 

next to the Great Synagogue of Jerusalem. At 11.45 he will proceed to the presidential palace 

where he will be received by the president of the State of Israel, Simon Peres. At 1 p.m., in 

the Notre Dame Centre, he will hold a private audience with the prime minister of Israel, 

Benjamin Netanyahu. At 3.30 p.m. he will meet privately with the Ecumenical Patriarch of 

Constantinople, Bartholomew 1, near the Viri Galileai Orthodox Church on the Mount of 

Olives. At 4 p.m., in the Church of Gethsemane at the foot of the Mount of Olives, he will 

address priests, men and women religious and seminarians. At 5.20 p.m. he will celebrate 

Mass with the Ordinaries of the Holy Land and the Papal suite in the room of the Cenacle in 

Jerusalem. At 7.30 p.m. he will transfer by helicopter from the Mount Scopus heliport to Ben 

Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv, where he will bid farewell to the State of Israel. The 

papal aeroplane will depart at 8.15 p.m. for Rome's Ciampino airport, where it is scheduled to 

land at approximately 11 p.m. 

THE VOICE OF POPES: DIGITISING THE VATICAN RADIO ARCHIVE  

Vatican City, 27 March 2014 (VIS) – On Tuesday, 1 April, in Vatican Radio's Sala Marconi, 

there will be a presentation of “The Voice of the Popes”, Vatican Radio's digital archive 

which brings together the voices of the popes who have succeeded to the see of St. Peter 

since 1931, the year in which the pontifical broadcasting entity was founded, from Pius XI to 

Francis. The institutional tasks of Vatican Radio are to consult, preserve and manage the 

papal audio archive ensuring that, in the case of use by third parties, the pastoral character of 

the material is conserved and intellectual property rights are protected. 
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The digitisation of the archive, which will take place in conjunction with the canonisation of 

Popes John XXIII and John Paul II on 27 April, will guarantee the conservation of the audio 

material, whose integrity may be endangered by wear and tear of archive supports, and will 

allow the archiving of audio material and text (metadata) in a far more efficient and rational 

way. The new digital support will also ensure easier use of content by information workers 

and scholars. 

“The Vatican Radio technical directorate has completed the digitisation of the pontifical 

audio archive, reproducing the content of the 8000 tapes and original supports documenting 

the activities of popes, from Pius XI up to Francis, including Popes John XXIII and John Paul 

II, who will soon be canonised”. 

Speakers at the press conference for the presentation of “The Voices of the Popes”, 

moderated by Fr. Federico Lombardi S.J., director general of Vatican Radio, were: Cardinal 

Giovan Battista Re, prefect emeritus of the Congregation for Bishops and president emeritus 

of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, Vatican specialist Gian Franco 

Svidercoschi, and Guido Gusso, Pope John XXIII's valet and Dean of the Hall of the Papal 

Antechamber under Pope John Paul II. The digitisation of the archive was undertaken with 

the contribution of the Banca Intesa Russia and with the support of Confartigianato Persone. 

POPE FRANCIS RECEIVES THE PRESIDENT OF GREECE  

Vatican City, 28 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Vatican Apostolic Palace, the Holy 

Father Francis received in audience the president of the Hellenic Republic, Karolos 

Papoulias, who subsequently went on to meet with Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, 

accompanied by Archbishop Dominique Mamberti, secretary for Relations with States. 

The cordial discussions, an expression of the existing good relations between the Holy See 

and Greece, focused on issues of common interest, such as, in particular, the legal status of 

religious communities, the role of religion in society, and ecumenical collaboration. 

Attention then turned to the social consequences of the worldwide economic crisis, as well as 

the contribution of Greece within the European Union. Finally, concern was expressed 

regarding the future presence of Christians in the Middle East, in relation to political 

instability and the situations of conflict that affect various regions of the world. 

TO THE BISHOPS OF MADAGASCAR: THERE IS A CLOSE CONNECTION 

BETWEEN EVANGELISATION AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT  

Vatican City, 28 March 2014 (VIS) – The vitality of the Church in Madagascar despite the 

difficult circumstances in which this country finds itself and the commitment of the dioceses 

to human development were some of the central issues in the message Pope Francis 

addressed to the bishops of the Episcopal Conference of Madagascar at the end of their five-

yearly “ad limina” visit. 

The Pope thanks the prelates for their “courageous and tenacious work of evangelisation” and 

acknowledged the serious socio-economic problems encountered in Madagascar, mentioning 

at the same time that the bishops have urged all of society to contribute to building a new 

future”. He encouraged them to take their rightful place in the “task of reconstruction, with 

respect for the rights and duties of each person”. He writes, “It is important to maintain 
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constructive relationships with the authorities of your country. You must search for unity, 

justice and peace to better serve your people, refusing any involvement in political disputes at 

the expense of the common good”. 

“In this context, I wish to acknowledge the invaluable commitment of your dioceses in social 

work”, he continues. “Indeed, there is an intimate connection between evangelisation and 

human development. ... I encourage you to persevere in your attention to the poor and 

materially and spiritually supporting those who devote themselves to them, especially 

religious congregations, whom I thank with all my heart for their dedication and for their 

authentic witness to Christ's love for all men. I also invite you to call out without fear to all 

Malagasy society, and especially its leaders, with regard to the issue of poverty, which is 

largely due to corruption and lack of attention to the common good”. 

Education is field in which the Church is very active in Madagascar. Therefore, the Pope asks 

the prelates to do everything in their power to “ensure that the greatest number of children, 

including those from the poorest families, have access to education, since as a result of 

economic difficulties many parents no longer have the economic means”. He also urges them 

to guarantee a Christian presence in public schools, so that Christians occupied in the field of 

education may “contribute to forming the Gospel and human values in the young generations 

that will be the leaders of the society to come”. 

He goes on to mention that in their message for the end of the Year of Faith the bishops 

complained of the loss of the true “fihavanana”, a way of life typical of Malgasy culture, 

which promotes harmony and solidarity, and in relation to this he affirms that “the values that 

the Creator has instilled in your culture must continue to be transmitted, illuminated from 

within by the message of the Gospel. The dignity of the human person and the culture of 

peace, dialogue and reconciliation will find their place in society, leading to a better future”.  

The Pope praises the implementation in dioceses throughout Madagascar of “an ambitious 

and very dynamic programme of formation for life and love”, and emphasises that the family 

“needs to be protected and defended so that it so that it may offer society the service expected 

of it, that of providing men and women capable of building a social fabric of peace and 

harmony”. With regard to challenges in the field of interreligious dialogue, he repeats that it 

is “urgent to develop, and also at times to initiate, a lucid and constructive dialogue in order 

to maintain peace between communities and to promote the common good”. He urges the 

prelates “never to doubt the strength of the Gospel, nor its ability to convert hearts to the 

resurrected Christ”, reiterating that for this to happen, “it is necessary that Christians bear 

daily witness to the faith they proclaim”, and for this witness to be credible, “life must be 

consistent with faith”. 

“This invitation”, he continues, “is directed mainly at the clergy and consecrated persons. The 

priesthood, like consecrated life, is not a means of social climbing, but rather a service to God 

and to man”. Likewise, he remarks that chastity and obedience are essential virtues for priests 

and concludes, “The same applies with respect to temporal goods and prudence in their 

management. Offering a poor example in this area is particularly disastrous because of the 

scandal it causes, especially before a population that lives in poverty”. 
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CONFESSION IS AN EXPERIENCE OF LOVE AND MERCY, NOT A 

SENTENCING COURT  

Vatican City, 28 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning in the Hall of Blessings Pope Francis 

received in audience the six hundred participants in the annual course of the internal forum of 

the Apostolic Penitentiary. For a quarter of a century this dicastery has offered the course, 

especially to recently ordained priests and deacons, to contribute to the formation of good 

confessors. 

In his address, the Holy Father encouraged those present to “treasure the experience acquired 

with wise creativity, to further help the Church and confessors to perform their ministry of 

mercy, which is so important”, and reflected on three key points related to confession. 

“Firstly, the agent of the ministry of Reconciliation is the Holy Spirit”, he said. “The 

forgiveness that the Sacrament confers is the new life transmitted by the Risen Lord by 

means of His Spirit. … Therefore, you are required always to be “men of the Holy Spirit”, 

witnesses and proclaimers, joyful and strong, of the resurrection of the Lord”. The Bishop of 

Rome encouraged them to welcome penitents “not with the attitude of a judge or even that of 

a mere friend, but with God's charity. … A priest's heart is a heart that is able to be touched. 

… If it is true that tradition suggests the dual role of doctor and judge for confessors, we must 

never forget that the doctor cures and the judge absolves”. 

Moving on to the second aspect, he explained, “If Reconciliation transmits the new life of the 

Risen Lord and renews baptismal grace, then your task is to give this generously to your 

brethren. A priest who does not take care of this part of his ministry … is like a shepherd who 

does not take care of his lost sheep. … But mercy is at the heart of the Gospel! It is the good 

news that God loves us, that He always loves man the sinner, and with this love he draws 

man towards Him and invites him to convert. We must not forget that the faithful often 

struggle to receive this Sacrament, both for practical reasons and for the natural difficulty of 

confessing one's own sins to another man. Therefore, it is necessary to work hard upon 

ourselves, on our humanity, so as never to be an obstacle to but rather to facilitate an 

approach to mercy and forgiveness. … Confession is not a sentencing court, but rather an 

experience of forgiveness and mercy!”. 

Finally, Pope Francis referred to the difficulties that may frequently be encountered in 

confession. “There are many reasons, both historical and spiritual. However, we know that 

the Lord wished to offer this immense gift to the Church, offering the baptised the security of 

the Father's forgiveness. For this reason, it is very important that particular care is taken in 

the celebration of this Sacrament of forgiveness and salvation in all dioceses and parish 

communities. It is essential that in every parish the faithful know when they can find 

available priests: when there is trust, the fruits can be seen”. 

THE HISTORY OF THE BIBLE'S JOURNEY AROUND THE WORLD  

Vatican City, 28 March 2014 (VIS) – This morning a press conference was held in the Holy 

See Press Office to present the exhibition Verbum Domini II: “God's Word goes out to the 

Nations” is an exhibition that gathers together more than 200 historical findings, texts and 

rare Bible artefacts that tell the story of the Bible's journey around the world. The exhibition 

is sponsored by the Museum of the Bible and will be held in the Vatican's Charlemagne Wing 

from 2 April to 22 June 2014. 



Pope Francis: March 2014 

 

 46  

compiled by Fr. Lawrence George 

The speakers in the conference were Cary Summers, Chief Operating Officer of the Museum 

of the Bible, Fr. Jose Maria Abrego de Lacy S.J., rector of the Pontifical Biblical Institute, 

Ambrogio M. Piazzoni, deputy prefect of the Vatican Apostolic Library, and Msgr. Melchor 

Jose Sanchez de Toca y Alameda, under secretary of the Pontifical Council for Culture. 

The works that make up the exhibition belong to the Green Collection, the Vatican Library, 

the Vatican Museums and other institutional and private collections in the United States and 

Europe, and include: a page of the Papyrus Bodmer XIV-XV, a manuscript created around 

the year 200 which contains much of the text of the Gospels according to Luke and John; a 

double page of the famous Codex Vaticanus, a manuscipt on parchment from the first half of 

the fourth century; and the Codex Claromontanus of the fifth and seventh centuries, valuable 

evidence of the Gospels translated into Latin in the Vulgate of St. Jerome. 

Entry to the museum is free, and allows the visitor to travel through time and space, 

discovering how the Word of God has gone out to the Nationals, being accessible to different 

cultures while remaining faithful to the original Greek and Hebrew. 

FRANCIS TO THE SALESIANS: BE CLOSE TO THE YOUNG WITH THE 

LANGUAGE OF THE HEART  

Vatican City, 31 March 2014 (VIS) - This morning, in the the Sala Clementina of the Vatican 

Apostolic Palace, the Holy Father met with the participants in the General Chapter of the 

Salesian Society of St. John Bosco, which will take as its theme "Witnesses of Gospel 

Radicalism" . "When one thinks of working for the good of souls, one overcomes the 

temptation of spiritual worldliness, and one does not seek other things, only God and His 

Kingdom. Temperance is a sense of moderation, of acceptance, a simple life". 

The Pope highlighted their work with the young and remarked that the experience of Don 

Bosco and his "preventative system" helped them in their commitment to living with them. 

"It is necessary to prepare the young to work in society in the spirit of the Gospel as workers 

for justice and peace, and to live as agents of the Church. ... The presence of the community 

among them is marked by the tenderness that Don Bosco called 'amorevolezza', kindness, 

experimenting with new languages, but being well aware that the language of the heart is the 

fundamental language for being close to them and becoming their friends" . 

Before concluding Francis spoke about the vocational dimension and mentioned that next 

year, which will be dedicated to consecrated life, will be a good opportunity to present the 

beauty of vocations to the young. Likewise, he gave thanks to God for the fact that they work 

"not as isolated individuals, but as a community supports the entire apostolate" and 

encouraged them to revive the charisma of their Founder, the bicentenary of whose birth will 

be celebrated soon. 

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR APRIL  

Vatican City, 31 March 2014 (VIS) - Pope Francis' universal prayer intention for April is: 

"That governments may foster the protection of creation and the just distribution of natural 

resources". 

His intention for evangelisation is: "That the Risen Lord may fill with hope the hearts of 

those who are being tested by pain and sickness". 
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PREPARING FOR THE CANONISATION OF JOHN XXIII AND JOHN PAUL II  

Vatican City, 31 March 2014 (VIS) - This morning a press conference was held in the Holy 

See Press Office to present the initiatives forming part of the preparations for the 

canonisations of Blesseds John XXIII and John Paul II, to be celebrated on 27 April. The 

speakers were Cardinal Agostino Vallini, vicar of His Holiness for the diocese of Rome, 

along with Msgr. Giulio Dellavite, secretary general for the Curia of Bergamo, Msgr. Walter 

Insero, head of the Office for Social Communications for the Vicariate of Rome, and Fr. 

Federico Lombardi S.J., director of the Holy See Press Office. 

The initiatives will include a digital platform, the aim of which is to enable the faithful and 

pilgrims to have access to news and information regarding the ceremonies as well as a series 

of spiritual reflections on the life and teachings of both popes. Indeed, the official site 

www.2papisanti.org is an almost-completed portal which offers contacts, sections for press 

offices, information, videos and images as well as biographical documentation on John XXIII 

and John Paul II. It will be available in five languages: Italian, English, French, Spanish and 

Polish. 

The application entitled "Santo Subito" , which may be downloaded free in both Android and 

IOS formats (in Italian, English, Spanish and Polish) and whose title draws on the famed 

saintliness of both Popes even during their lifetimes, will offer logistical information, as well 

as access to the main news on the canonisations, and will allow material relating to the 

various liturgical events to be downloaded. 

Existing media include: 

Official page of the Postulation with content in five languages: 

https://www.facebook.com/PapaGiovanniPaoloII  

Official Twitter page with content in five languages: 

https://twitter.com/santowojtyla  

YouTube channel for the Postulation: 

https://www.youtube.com/user/adminkarol  

Portal: www.karol-wojtyla.org 

This latter, developed in 2011 for the beatification of Karol Wojtyla, gives a detailed 

illustration of the stages in the canonical process leading to the recognition of the saintliness 

of John Paul II and is available in several languages: Italian, English, French, Spanish, 

Portuguese, Polish and Romanian. 

The parallel project #2popesaints, realised in collaboration with the students of 

communication sciences from the Roman university LUMSA involves a series of networks 

enabling young people to get to know the lives, teachings and testimony of faith of the two 

new saints. There will be a Facebook page entitled #2popesaints; on Twitter, the account 

@2popesaints; on Instagram, #2popesaints; and on YouTube, 2popesaints. Every day each 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.2papisanti.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF-u0WdeaIcyT_OVhoW2q__PcuhSg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FPapaGiovanniPaoloII&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFOjJZ3ZL6U7f8LgUtaPzX7y30kKw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fsantowojtyla&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHS-AStKAyuggvt5QWgnz3l717hFA
https://www.youtube.com/user/adminkarol
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.karol-wojtyla.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHhYbEh3Wvqr_xbDmJv-ZZ1BNqr4A
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one of the above will propose a theme relating to both popes in the media, starting from 16 

April until the canonisation, and each event will be transmitted live on each network. 

On Google+ there will be the possibility of following in a "hangout" the daily briefings 

during the week leading up to the canonisation. A QR code will also be created to allow rapid 

access to the site 2popesaints.org. The initiative "Rome connecting to the World" , a form of 

"twinning" between the faithful arriving in Rome and the young people of the city, will make 

it possible to get to know the most important locations in Rome along with the history of 

John XXIII and John Paul II, providing information on the Facebook page. 

In the diocese of Rome, on 22 April in the Basilica of St. John Lateran, Cardinal Agostino 

Vallini will preside at a meeting addressing young people, with the postulators for the causes 

of both saints: Msgr. Slavomir Oder (John Paul II) and Fr. Giovangiuseppe Califano (John 

XXIII). On 26 April, starting at 9 p.m., there will be a "White night of prayer" and the 

churches throughout the centre of Rome will remain open for prayer and confession in 

various languages. 

Similarly, the diocese of Bergamo will pay homage to XIII with the initiative "Le Opere 

Segno" , a series of activities dedicated to charity, human development and solidarity which 

affect daily lives. They include an aid project for Haiti to guarantee three years' education in 

the John XXIII school; an invitation to priests to contribute a month's salary and all the alms 

collected by the parish communities on 27 April to a fund set up in aid of families afflicted by 

the economic crisis; and the commemoration, on 12 April, of the publication of the encyclical 

"Pacem in Terris" , to be attended by ambassadors representing the countries where Angelo 

Roncalli carried out his diplomatic mission as an apostolic nuncio (Bulgaria, Turkey, Greek 

and France), and which will be presented by Jacques Delors, former president of the 

European Commission. 

ANGELUS: THE STORY OF THE BLIND MAN CURED BY JESUS IS ALSO OUR 

OWN  

Vatican City, 31 March 2014 (VIS) - At midday the Holy Father appeared at the window of 

his study to pray the Angelus with the thousands of faithful and pilgrims gathered in St. 

Peter's Square. Before the Marian prayer he commented on the Gospel reading from St. John, 

which relates the story of the man blind from birth to whom Jesus gave sight. The apostle 

narrates the event in just a few verses as his intention is to attract attention not to the miracle 

in itself, but rather to the questions it raises. 

"Many times a good act, a work of charity, provokes gossip and questions from people who 

do not want to know the truth. ... The cured blind man is first interrogated by the astonished 

crowd ... and then by the doctors of the law. ... In the end, the healed man attains faith, and 

this is the highest grace that he receives from Jesus: not only to see, but to know Him, to see 

him as the light of the world", said Francis. 

"While the blind man gradually approaches the light, on the contrary the doctors of the law 

slip ever deeper into inner blindness. Locked away in their arrogance, they believe they 

already have the light, and so they do not open themselves up to the truth of Jesus and do 

everything they can to deny the evidence. They call into question the identity of the cured 

man, and then deny God's action in healing, using the excuse that God does not act on the 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2F2popesaints.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE0z_W8tVkjoPT_ZD7f7IZNxRb9PA
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sabbath and even casting doubt as to whether the man was indeed born blind. Their shunning 

of the light becomes aggressive and leads to expulsion of the healed man from the temple". 

The blind man's path is instead "a journey in stages, starting from knowledge of the name of 

Jesus. ... Following insistent questioning by the doctors of the law, he first considers him a 

prophet and then a man close to God. After being removed from the temple, he encounters 

Jesus again, Who 'opens his eyes' for the second time, revealing his true identity. 'I am the 

Messiah', he says. At this point, the previously blind man exclaims 'Lord, I believe!', and 

bows down before Jesus". 

"At times our life is sometimes similar to that of the blind man who opens up to the light of 

God and His grace. Sometimes, unfortunately, it is rather like that of the doctors of law. From 

the heights of our pride we judge others, even the Lord. Today, we are invited to open 

ourselves to Christ's light, so that our lives might bear fruit; to eliminate our behaviour that is 

not Christian; we are all Christians, but we all at times behave in ways which are not 

Christian, which are sins. We must repent of this, and eliminate these forms of behaviour ... 

to behave like 'children of light', with humility, patience and mercy. ... Those doctors of the 

law had neither humility, nor patience, nor mercy. ... We must not be afraid! Let us open 

ourselves to the light of the Lord, He Who always awaits us, to let us see better, to offer us 

more light, to forgive us... so we can be reborn to a new life". 

After the Angelus prayer the Bishop of Rome greeted a group of Italian soldiers who had 

made a pilgrimage on foot from Loreto to Rome "praying for a peaceful and just resolution of 

conflicts. And this is very good. In the Beatitudes, Jesus says that blessed are those who work 

for peace". 

"And let us not forget" , he continued, addressing all present, "when we return home, to take 

the Gospel according to John, chapter 9, and read this story of the blind man whose sight was 

restored, and of those who supposedly could see yet slipped ever further into blindness” 

THE POPE MEETS PEOPLE WITH VISUAL AND AUDITORY DISABILITIES: 

JESUS CHOOSES THE MARGINAL AS WITNESSES  

Vatican City, 29 March 2014 (VIS) - "Witnesses to the Gospel for a culture of encounter" is 

the theme of the Day of Sharing organised by the Apostolic Movement of the Blind, with the 

participation of the Gualandi Mission for the Deaf (the Little Mission for the Deaf-Mute), as 

well as the Italian Union of the Blind and Partially-Sighted. These organisations were 

received in audience this morning by Pope Francis, who commented on the theme of the Day. 

"The first thing I observe is that this expression ends with the word 'encounter', but first this 

presupposes another encounter, the one with Christ. Indeed, to be witnesses of the Gospel, it 

is necessary to have encountered Him, Jesus. ... Like the Samaritan woman. ... A witness to 

the Gospel is someone who has encountered Jesus Christ, who knows him, or rather, who 

feels known by him: recognised, respected, loved, forgiven, and this encounter ... fills him 

with a new joy, a new meaning for life. And this shines through, is communicated, is 

transmitted to others". 

"I have mentioned the Samaritan woman because she offers a clear example of the type of 

person Jesus liked to meet, to make them his witnesses: marginalised, excluded, disdained 

people. The Samaritan woman was this type, inasmuch as she was a woman, and a Samaritan 
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- the Samaritans were despised by the Jews. But let us think also of the many that Jesus 

wished to encounter, especially people affected by illness and disability, to cure them and to 

restore their full dignity to them. It is very important that precisely these people become 

witnesses to a new attitude, that we can call a culture of encounter. A typical example is the 

man blind from birth ... marginalised in the name of a false idea that he had received a divine 

punishment. Jesus radically refuses this way of thinking ... truly blasphemous! - and performs 

an act of God, giving him the gift of sight. But the important thing is that this man, as soon as 

this happens to him, becomes a witness to Jesus and His work, that is the work of God, of 

life, love and mercy. While the Pharisees, from their safe distance, judges both him and Jesus 

as 'sinners'; the cured blind man, with disarming simplicity, defends Jesus and in the at the 

end professes his faith in Him, and also shares his fate: Jesus is excluded, and he is excluded 

too. But in reality the man enters into a new community, based on faith in Jesus and on 

brotherly love". 

"Here we have the two opposing cultures. The culture of encounter and the culture of 

exclusion, of prejudice. The sick or disabled person, precisely because of his or her frailty 

and limits, may become a witness to this encounter: the encounter with Jesus, that opens us to 

life and faith, and to the encounter with others, with the community. Indeed, only those who 

recognise their own fragility and their own limits can build bonds of fraternity and unity, in 

the Church and in society" , concluded the Holy Father. 

LITURGY OF PENANCE AT ST. PETER'S: LIFE-LONG CONVERSION  

Vatican City, 29 March 2014 (VIS) - Yesterday afternoon in St. Peter's Basilica the Holy 

Father presided over the rite of Reconciliation, confessing and imparting individual 

absolution to several penitents. This ceremony inaugurated an initiative of the Pontifical 

Council for New Evangelisation, "24 Hours for the Lord" , which has involved the 

participation of dioceses from all over the world, and during which many churches remained 

open throughout Friday night and Saturday morning to enable the faithful to confess. 

In his homily, the Pope mentioned that during Lent the Church renews her call for conversion 

and her call for us to change our lives. "Converting is not a question of a moment or a period 

during the year: it is a life-long commitment. Who amongst us presumes not to be a sinner? 

No-one. We all are. The Apostle John writes, 'If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness'" . And that is what happens in this 

celebration and in all this day of penance. The Word of God that we have listened to 

introduces us to two essential elements of Christian life". 

The first is to "clothe ourselves as new men" . Pope Francis explained, "The new man, 

'created to be like God', is born in Baptism, where he receives the same life of God, which 

makes us His children and incorporates us in Christ and in his Church. This new life allows 

us to look at reality through different eyes, without being distracted by things that do not 

count ... from things which come to an end over time. For this reason we are required to 

abandon sinful behaviour and to focus on the essential. 'A man is more precious for what he 

is than for what he has'. This is the difference between life deformed by sin and life 

illuminated by grace" . 

Remaining in love is the second element. "Jesus Christ's love lasts for ever, and will never 

end because it is the very life of God. This love conquers sin and gives the strength to rise 
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and begin again, because through forgiveness the heart is renewed and rejuvenated. We all 

know this: our Father never tires of loving. ...We can speak about the hope of God: our Father 

always awaits us; not only does he leave the door open, he awaits us. ... God is not only at the 

origin of love, but in Jesus Christ he calls to us to imitate his own way of loving: 'As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another'. To the extent that Christians live this love, they 

become credible disciples of Jesus Christ in the world. Love cannot stand to remain closed up 

in itself. It is by its nature open, it spreads and it is fruitful, it always generates new love" . 

The Pope concluded by mentioning the initiative, "24 Hours for the Lord" , and inviting 

young people to participate in this as missionaries of reconciliation, communicating to those 

they meet "the joy of receiving the Father's forgiveness and of rediscovering full friendship 

with Him. And tell them" , he concluded, "that our Father awaits us, our Father forgives us, 

our Father celebrates us. If you go to Him with all your life, even with many sins, instead of 

reproaching you, he will rejoice: this is our Father. You must say this, you must tell many 

people, today. He who experiences divine mercy is compelled to become a bringer of mercy 

to the least and the poorest among us. In 'the least of these brothers and sisters', Jesus awaits 

us". 

 


